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Orillia Mayor Angelo Orsi examines the route map. 

MPP Garfield Dunlop celebrates at the finish line.

The top 4 pledge collectors with Friends President  
Pat Bromley and Commissioner Chris Lewis:   

Angie Howe, Nick Boudouris, Sylvia Bogner and Keith Lemcontinued on following page...

Pedal for the Past Raises over $18,000

Cyclists from Orillia, Oro-Medonte and other regions of 

Ontario came to OPP General Headquarters for a good cause 

on September 6th; they were raising funds in the second 

annual Friends of The OPP Museum Pedal for the Past Bike 

Ride to support the preservation and celebration of OPP and 

police history in Ontario.

The 56 riders rode either 50 kilometres or 100 kilometres 

after soliciting pledges from friends, colleagues and family 

members. Each rider raised a minimum of $200 and, as 

of October 29th, 2012, Friends have received $18,332.00. 

Generous corporate sponsors more than covered the cost 

of organizing the ride, so every dollar raised by the riders 

goes to the Friends selected project – the restoration and 

conservation of the museum’s 1931 Henderson motorcycle.

This year the ride followed a 50km and 100 km loop through 

the beautiful rolling farmland, forests and lake shores of 

Oro-Medonte Township. September 6th turned out to be a 

great day for a long bike ride. Although a bit warm by mid-

afternoon, most riders felt quite revived after a shower, 

followed by a massage courtesy of some wonderful Georgian 

College School of Health and Wellness massage therapy 

students.

The riders marshalled in front of GHQ at 10:30am where they 

were encouraged by local dignitaries and OPP Commissioner 

Chris Lewis, who spoke of his support for the Friends and the 

importance of an active lifestyle. Lewis thanked the riders for 

their fundraising efforts and then officially started the ride.

While most cyclists were experienced, they came from all 

walks of life and ages.  Simcoe North MP Bruce Stanton and 

MPP Garfield Dunlop both rode this year.  They were also 

sponsors.  Last year’s youngest rider, Jeremy van Essen was 

back again.  At 13, he is a terrific role model for his peers.
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‘Pedal for the Past’  (continued from front)

OPP Graphic Designer Angie Stirk created the entire bike 

ride advertising artwork, trained all summer, collected 

over $600 in pledges, rode in her first ever 50 km, and 

“loved it!”

OPP veteran Brian Hackett sustained an injury just prior 

to September 6th and was unable to join the ride but he 

and his wife still travelled to Orillia from Peterborough to 

submit $330 in pledges.  Jeff Taylor’s recent knee surgery 

prevented him from riding this year, but he still made a 

generous donation. Rick Sadler donated his retirement 

gift cash to the bike ride and the motorcycle project.  

Brenda McFadyen was unable to ride but instead of 

asking for a refund, “sponsored” Hilda Denboer.  

The top four fund raisers and their partners recently 

dined with Commissioner Chris Lewis and his wife, Chief 

Superintendent Angie Howe, as a thank you for their 

superlative efforts.  Howe was also one of the top four 

fundraisers!

A number of other prizes provided by corporate sponsors 

were drawn at the celebratory post-ride barbecue, 

including a night’s stay at The Rosseau Resort & Spa in 

Minett, won by Matthew McMillan.  Eleanor McMahon of 

the Share the Road Cycling Coalition donated two Share 

the Road bike jerseys.

Many positive comments were shared at the barbecue 

and on post-ride questionnaires.  Riders were impressed 

with this year’s “finish line”, cheering committee and 

volunteer photographers who captured everyone’s 

exhausted but joyous expressions.  The massages were a 

big hit as were the OPPA Credit Union recyclable bags 

filled with assorted edible and other “goodies”.  

Rod Williams and Walter van Essen and their organizing 

committee deserve much praise for their commitment 

to making this fundraising bike ride another enormous 

success, as do all of the volunteers and OPP staff who 

assisted on the day of the event.  Tremendous time and 

effort was spent collecting pledges and we applaud the 

dedication and support of all of our cyclists.

With thanks to Bobb Barratt, Chris Johnstone, Angie 

McCollum and Ted McCollum for providing photos.  

First across the finish line is James Girvin!

MP Bruce Stanton brings greetings to the riders before joining 
them in the ride as Commissioner Lewis and Share the Road 
representative Eleanor McMahon look on.  
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‘Pedal for the Past’ - Photo Gallery

Praised at the ride was the on-the-road support provided by Ron 
Spencer and Andrew Doble of Velocity Cycle and Ski of Orillia.
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b y  C a t h y  B e l lEditor’s Message
This will be my last newsletter as editor.  I have 

enjoyed my involvement with this publication and 

have appreciated the support and encouragement 

of all of the Friends during my tenure.  I owe debts 

of gratitude to so many who have assisted me along 

the way.  The very creative Joel Emberson has done 

such a terrific job organizing and preparing each 

newsletter for printing.  He has been so patient 

with the last minute changes and short timelines.  

This newsletter is another example of the entire 

team coming together and collaborating to design 

a great publication celebrating the recent successes 

of Friends.

If you are interested in becoming a Friends 

supporter, you will find a membership application 

form in the newsletter, or you may visit us at our 

website: http://oppmuseumfriends.ca. I have 

appreciated the opportunity to be the editor and 

know that my successor will continue to promote 

Friends and the history and heritage of the Ontario 

Provincial Police.  I look forward to continuing my 

involvement with Friends as a volunteer.

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable registration  

#81381 0819 RR 0001). Anyone wishing to make a donation to the museum’s artifact collection should contact  

the museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s message

As I am writing this message, our American 

counterparts are preparing for that annual ritual 

of giving thanks for family and friends over turkey 

with all of the trimmings.  I find myself wanting to 

continue in that vein with this message to you as we 

wrap up and reflect on another busy and productive 

year.  

I realize just how privileged I am in both my home 

and my work “families” to have such a dedicated 

group of supporters – a small but mighty team of 

co-workers and volunteers all moving towards the 

same goal – a healthy, happy and celebrated OPP 

Museum!  

To that end, I would like to extend my personal 

gratitude to all of the donors, researchers, writers, 

speakers, visitors and participants in museum “life” 

in 2012.  Our collective efforts to preserve and share 

the rich and fascinating history of the OPP have been 

very well received – stories have been shared with 

a new audience, artifacts have found new homes 

on our shelves and photographs have been scanned 

and stored, effectively capturing moments in time 

forever – and we can’t ask for much more than that.  

We at The OPP Museum wish you and yours all the 

best in the hustle and bustle of the upcoming holiday 

season, and we look forward to sharing a safe and 

prosperous New Year with you all.  
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Words of Praise
Judi Armstrong, Bob and Liz Arbour, Dorothy Anderson, and Diane McLachlan were among the successful bidders on some 

unique items at our June Reel-to-Reel Dinner and Silent Auction at Restaurant Sainte-Marie – and they were kind enough 

to send us photos and letters of appreciation.  Our thanks go out to the Office of the Commissioner, MP Bruce Stanton,  

Krista Storey at the Orillia Opera House, and Huronia Historic Parks for donating these great experiences to our fundraiser.

“I just wanted to let you know that I had my 
ride on the Thomas P. Coffin on Saturday 
[September 29th].  Fraser and his mother 
joined me as well as my friend, Betty Edginton 
– retired OPP civilian employee, and her 
husband, retired Inspector Wayne Edginton. 
The day started out nice and although it 
rained, we still all had a great time.  It was 
certainly was an adventure of a lifetime and 
definitely priceless.” 

  - Judi Armstrong

“On June 15th, a friend and I attended a fundraising dinner event of The Friends 
of The OPP Museum in Midland.  It [included] dinner, a tour of Sainte-Marie 
among the Hurons, and a silent auction.  I was the successful bid on a series 
of family passes to various historical sites within Simcoe County.  In July, 
my husband and I played host to a visiting Grade 11 student from Grenoble, 
France.  Nicolas Gubian had heard the names Jacques Cartier and Samuel de 
Champlain in his history classes, but had no knowledge of their contributions 
to the settlement of this area or of Canada.  I was keen to share with Nicolas 
the life of Samuel de Champlain and of other French individual’s endeavors to 
influence and settle this “new world.”  The story of the introduction of French 
culture to native Canadians and ultimately to Canada is beautifully told at 
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons.  My passes took Nicolas to the site.  It was 
delightful to see him marvel at the displays of life, clothing, culinary tools,  
and modes of transportation that his own countrymen had brought to this 
remote location.

History became a reality here at Sainte-Marie and Nicolas became proud of his 
French culture.  He was proud of the roles of these explorers and missionaries, 
of their lives and sacrifices in settling this vast country.  My passes made a 
young Frenchman proud of his own culture and heritage.”

-Diane McLachlan

Bob and Liz Arbour enjoyed a guided tour 
of the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa with 
Simcoe North MP Bruce Stanton, followed 
by a great buffet lunch in the parliamentary 
dining room.  They left very impressed by 
Stanton’s knowledge of the buildings, the 
photos on display and the reconstruction 
after the fire.  They also enjoyed Question 
Period and Bob was reminded of his days 
working at Queen’s Park in Toronto. 

“We enjoyed the play Murder in Noirville at the Orillia Opera House in July, 
very much.  In fact, we even purchased an extra ticket [to go with the 2 from 
the silent auction] and took our son.  It was a very pleasant evening!”  

-Dorothy Anderson
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b y  P a t  B r o m l e yPresident’s Message

2012 - Another Year of Accomplishments 

and Many Volunteer Hours Logged!

As we approach the end of 2012, Friends of The 

OPP Museum can look back on another busy and 

successful year.

We held two very successful fundraisers for 

specific OPP Museum projects.  Our “Reel to Reel” 

Fundraising Dinner and Silent Auction in June 

(covered in our August newsletter), contributed 

funds to help the museum with its film conversion 

and digitization project.  Several films are already 

completed.  A special thanks to Nick Boudouris of 

Dock Lunch in Penetanguishene for his generous 

donation to this event.  We also appreciated the 

numerous donations to our auction from Friends 

members and the Simcoe County business 

community.  Thank you also to everyone who 

supported the dinner and purchased tickets.  The 

dinner organizing committee was comprised of 

Len Aitchison, Ted McCollum, Ellen Blaubergs and 

myself.  Doug Cole was a great help with the auction 

and Donna Young supplied extra support on the day 

of the event.  Hats off to you all!

Our Pedal for the Past 2nd Annual Bike Ride 

on September 6th raised over $18,000 for the 

museum’s Henderson motorcycle restoration and 

conservation project.  The 1931 Henderson is the 

oldest known surviving OPP vehicle and Friends is 

very proud to be a part of this unique project.  Under 

the leadership of Rod Williams and Walter van 

Essen, a great organizing committee (Rick Allen, Pat 

Bromley, Heather Harmer, Ted McCollum, and Dan 

Parle) worked hard to ensure another successful 

bike ride.  Our yellow-shirted volunteers and OPP 

support (Cassandra Blakely, Lynn Blakley, John 

Blaubergs, Morgan Cole, Doug Cole, David James, 

Chris Johnstone, Angie McCollum, Ted McCollum, 

Tiffany Taylor, Frank Thornton, and Dave Veitch) 

also deserve special mention, as do Ron Spencer 

and Andrew Doble from Velocity Sports and Cycle 

in Orillia.  Constable Dan Marouelli and Sergeant 

John Atkinson from the OPP Orillia Auxiliary Unit 

assisted us as well.  

Students from the Georgian College massage therapy 

program were a big hit with cyclists who enjoyed 

their post bike ride services in the cool shade under 

a canopy of trees. Great local media coverage raised 

awareness about the event and the museum.

We are especially appreciative of our riders who 

registered and collected pledges.  Congratulations 

and many thanks to our top four Pedal for the Past 

fundraisers:  Nick Boudouris, Angie Howe, Keith 

Lem, and Sylvia Bogner.  

Under the leadership of Nancy Merriman (Manager, 

OPP Communications Support Unit) Friends of The 

OPP Museum benefited greatly from the graphic 

design and web site services provided by Joel 

Emberson, Terra Nevard and Angie Stirk.  Our 

advertising and promotional products, newsletter, 

and web site always look incredibly professional 

thanks to their skilled efforts.   

On the administrative front, we installed a secure 

on-line payment program on our website which 

enables payments and donations to Friends by 

credit card.  

Pat Bromley presents a certificate of  
appreciation to Nick Boudouris. 
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We launched a “Test Your Knowledge” trivia-style 

game on CD with interesting historic and current 

facts about the OPP.   Copies are still available, so 

if you know of a service organization or community 

group who might enjoy a talk featuring this CD let 

us know. 

We welcomed new board member Debbie Sokoloskie, 

who has already become actively involved on our 

Committees.

Our accomplishments are soberly balanced with 

farewells and loss.

First, we have two Board members moving on. We 

bid farewell to long time and founding board member 

Sandra Stanton and to our Commissioned Officers’ 

Association (COA) representative Dave Truax who 

is off to Afghanistan for a one year assignment.

This is also the outgoing newsletter for Editor Cathy 

Bell who has done a stellar job pulling together 

interesting submissions and photos.  Best of luck to 

you all! 

Second, we suffered a great loss with two of our 

supporters passing away recently: The Honourable 

Lincoln M. Alexander, whose bust stands at the 

main entrance to OPP General Headquarters, the 

building that also bears his name.  Having met 

him during my tenure at Queen’s Park, I found this 

man to be a remarkable individual who made many 

historical firsts in his lifetime. 

We also mourn the passing of Paul Delaney, a 

founding member of Friends of The OPP Museum.  

Dorothy Duncan has written a remembrance of Paul 

found further on in this newsletter.

2013 will be a year of celebration as we mark our 5th 

anniversary.  A few special events are already in the 

planning stages but we are still looking for ideas to 

help mark this special year.  Let us know if you have 

any.

Winter and the holiday season are fast approaching, 

so at this time I extend on behalf of the Board, a very 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a happy and 

a healthy New Year to everyone! Remember to take 

the time to reflect on 2012 and enjoy time with your 

family and friends.

The Honourable Lincoln M. Alexander lies in state.
Photo: Harold Staats

In his role as Honorary OPP Commissioner,  
Lincoln M. Alexander presented retired Commissioner  

Eric H. Silk with his Commissioner Emeritus certificate in 1991.  
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Our most recent promotional and education item is 

now ready to fly off the shelves! 

Available at upcoming events attended by Friends, 

these balsa wood planes celebrate the history of the 

OPP’s fixed wing units.  

Planes have had many uses in policing from 

transporting officers or prisoners, for search and 

rescue, surveillance and even traffic enforcement.  

Initially, the OPP would lease planes in the summer 

months primarily for traffic enforcement and on 

an as needed basis.  In 1974, the OPP acquired its 

first fixed wing plane, a de Havilland Turbo Beaver 

(C-FOEZ).  Based in Sioux Lookout, it formed the 

North West Patrol Unit.  In 1976, a second plane, 

a de Havilland Otter (C-GOPP), was added to the 

fleet, thus creating the North East Patrol Unit, based 

in South Porcupine. 

Already trained pilots, Sergeant Bruce Godby and 

Corporal Larry Moore were the first two officers to 

fly the Turbo Beaver.  They were both transferred 

to Sioux Lookout on November 4th, 1974, and 

took their first official tour between December 3rd 

and December 8th, 1974 when they headed off, 

accompanied by Ministry of Natural Resources 

(MNR) regional pilot Harry Speight, to visit the Fly 

–in First Nations communities of King Fisher, Big 

Trout Lake and Fort Severn.  

The Turbo Beaver was the longest serving OPP plane 

putting in 23 years (1974 – 1997) when it was traded 

in on a Cessna 402 (which was later supplemented  

Have you got yours?

The first plane owned and operated by the OPP, a  
de Havilland Turbo Beaver, C-FOEZ (2004.42.139)

Flying planes at Coldwater Canadiana Museum  
Heritage Day, August 19th, 2012 

O u t r e a c h  C o m m i t t e e
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Friends on the web!

oppmuseumfriends.ca

Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum 

website for upcoming events, volunteer 

opportunities, photo galleries, membership, 

donor and payment details!

by the Pilatus).  The Otter served for nine years 

before also being traded in for a newer, larger model.  

Today, the OPP operates a Pilatus PC12/45 from a 

base in Thunder Bay, a Cessna 206, based in Orillia 

as well as two helicopters.  While mainly used in 

Ontario, the fixed wing planes can be assigned to 

missions anywhere in North America. The OPP’s 

fleet accrues approximately 2500 - 3000 hours of 

flight time annually.

The OPP makes aircraft services available to all other 

police services and government agencies within the 

province of Ontario, on a priority basis.

Watch this newsletter for upcoming events that 

we may be attending.  Interested in volunteering 

to help us hand out planes and other promotional 

information at special events in your community?  

Do you have an event you think that Friends should 

attend in order to promote and celebrate the OPP?  

Would you like to make a donation to Friends in 

order to keep education programs like this funded?  

Give us a call at 705 330-4178 or drop us a line at 

membership@oppmuseumfriends.ca  

Leased planes were commonly used for traffic enforcement.  
Here, Provincial Constable Lyle McCharles prepares 

for flight in CF-YFW, 1969 (2003.76.163)

The second plane selected by the OPP in 1976, a de Havilland 
single engine Otter, C-GOPP.  Please contact the museum if 

you can identify either of these officers. (2011.23.7)
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One of the key goals for Friends has been to promote 

The OPP Museum to the general public.  In the past 

we have taken a “travelling road show” display to 

various fairs, festivals and special events featuring 

our now famous “historic” button-making activity 

and colouring books; all to help raise awareness of 

the OPP’s heritage.

This past summer, two new features were added to 

our “road show” including: 

•	 A “Pass Inspection” activity where kids were 

asked to run a short obstacle course while 

wearing a current issue, tactical response or 

vintage era uniform (including boots, vests and 

duty belts!) 

•	 A souvenir Junior Flight Program pamphlet 

with a balsa wood model airplane recognizing 

the OPP’s use of fixed wing aircraft – both 

educational and fun! 

Both were big hits.  Children loved trying on the 

uniforms while adults enjoyed showing how they 

used to play with the balsa wood toys.  Once the 

children saw the assembled model airplane in flight, 

they too became a big hit.

Since June, we were able to participate in 6 events 

including: Township of Chisholm’s (near North 

Bay) 100th anniversary; Orillia Sunshine City 

Festival celebrating 100 years of Stephen Leacock’s 

Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town; Coldwater 

Canadiana Museum Heritage Days; OPP Recruit 

Grad’s Family day at General Headquarters; Armed 

Forces Appreciation day at Camp Borden and the 

Commissioner’s Conference in Alliston.  

Currently, we are looking for additional volunteers 

from around the province who would be interested 

in assisting with our fun and promotional displays 

out there in the community.  If you are interested 

in helping, please do not hesitate to contact the 

Friend’s office for further details. 

Outreach Committee Update 

Mike Beresford is back in uniform representing “1912” OPP  
officer Samuel Flanagan in honour of the 100th Anniversary  

of Leacock’s Sunshine Sketches of a Little Town.  

Volunteer Morgan Tansley and Curator 
Chris Johnstone staff the booth at  

Coldwater Heritage Days

Friends board member Ted McCollum 
pauses for some homemade pie at  

Coldwater Heritage Days. 

Doug Cole helps prepare the  
“recruits” for inspection at  
Couchiching Beach Park.
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Paul Delaney’s passing will be mourned not only by The 
Friends of The OPP Museum, as a founding member of 
the Board of Directors, but also by countless friends, 
neighbours, family members, fellow teachers, students 
and museum workers across Canada and around the 
world.

Paul lived in Gore’s Landing, Lakefield and Midland, 
graduated from the first class at Trent University and 
became the first Director of Sainte-Marie among the 
Hurons, a provincial historic site near Midland, Ontario.  
His remarkable teaching career took him from Victoria 
Harbour to Waubaushene, Fesserton, India, Nigeria and 
Sierra Leone, and he was recognized with many honours 
including the Governor General’s Award for Excellence 
in History Teaching.  In addition to Friends of The OPP 
Museum, he served on many boards and committees 
including the Board of Directors of The Ontario Historical 
Society and the Society’s Young Ontario Committee.

Hundreds of friends and admirers attended the Service 
of Thanksgiving to celebrate his life on October 24th at 
St. Mark’s Anglican Lutheran Church in Midland and the 
reception following at Christ Church, Waubaushene, two 
of Paul’s treasured places of worship.

On Thursday, August 2nd, 2012 President Pat Bromley 
and her friend Stephanie Todd, and Curator Chris 
Johnstone, and her father Lanny Johnstone, represented 
Friends and The OPP Museum at the annual OPP 
Veterans’ Association, Chapter 18 Orillia charity golf 
tournament at the Shanty Bay Golf Club.

An enjoyable day was had by all, while supporting worthy 
causes: Hospice Orillia, Friends of The OPP Museum and 
the OPP Youth Foundation.

In addition to the $1000.00 donation Friends received 
from the Veterans’ Association, golf attendee Stephanie 
Todd (once a police officer with the Sudbury Regional 
Police Service) also donated her “50/50” draw winnings 
to Friends.  Many thanks for her spontaneous and 
gracious $860.00 donation.

Farewell Paul James Delaney: August 8, 1944 – October 19, 2012

OPPVA Annual Charity Golf Tournament

Paul Delaney paused for a portrait in 2008 as  
one of Friends founding board members.  

Photo: Chris Johnstone 

Tournament attendees Pat Bromley, OPPVA President  
Carl Armstrong, Stephanie Todd and Chris Johnstone

Photo: Lanny Johnstone Pat Bromley and Stephanie Todd are ready to hit the links!  
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If you are a teen interested in volunteering then The 

OPP Museum is a great place to go! The museum has 

lots of different displays that show many unique parts 

of Ontario’s police history. We demonstrate things 

from all of the different timelines of policing. We’ll 

show you things from the earliest ages of policing when 

the number of police officers ranged in the double 

digits and they used simple billy-clubs. We have actual 

detective notebooks from the 1940s and we’ve got 

stories about the first female officers in the mid 1970s. 

We have all kinds of incredible stories and displays. 

Two of my personal favourites are an authentic 

ballistic vest worn by an officer shot in the line of duty, 

and a display case of all the modern police equipment. 

It has everything from a standard Sig Sauer handgun, 

to ORC (pepper) spray, to a modern police collapsible 

baton (much better than the old billy-club). At The 

OPP Museum, our job is to successfully maintain and 

share Ontario’s long lasting and proud police history.

If you are interested and excited to be a part of 

Ontario’s police history then that’s good; odds are you 

may not be super interested in police history or even 

volunteering at all, but, if you just want to finish your 

40 hours of community service for high-school, let me 

tell you why you don’t just have to be a history guru to 

have fun here. One thing good about volunteering at 

the museum is that the building has an amazing café 

that serves all types of food and beverages. It serves 

pizza, hamburgers, French fries, hotdogs, coffee, water, 

soda, everything you’d want!  But, what to do for the 

rest of the day? Don’t worry, the people at the museum 

are really laid back; they have all kinds of cool jobs for 

you so you never have to get bored of doing the same 

thing. You may not think that there’s anything cool 

to do here and if so, you’re wrong. For example you 

probably think that whoever wrote this is an employee 

for the museum, but you’d be wrong again! My name is 

Justyn Grimaldi and I am a 13 year old volunteer and 

you have got to admit that for them to actually let a 13 

year old write this, that’s pretty cool! 

Something else that’s good about the museum is the 

people who work in it. As I said earlier, everyone in the 

museum is laid back and is really kind. You know the 

mean bosses that you see on TV shows who are always 

yelling at their employees, and constantly making 

them do the worst and most horrible jobs. These guys 

are the exact opposite! They never yell or get mad, they 

are nice and understanding and they will always treat 

you fairly. 

The OPP Museum is dedicated to maintaining this 

province’s great and proud police history. We’ve got 

so many interesting things that have been collected 

over the years for people to see. There are even some 

luxuries to this job as well. This is a fantastic place with 

fantastic people to work with. It even has fantastic food. 

It has terrific jobs to do too. We have lots of jobs to 

keep you busy and never bored, but things that aren’t 

very difficult or stressful either.  I hope that this article 

has inspired you to volunteer, even if it isn’t here, 

and work to do something as important as preserving 

Ontario’s police history.  

Teen Volunteers

Justyn Grimaldi and OPP Museum Assistant Tiffany Taylor 
help some visitors at the button-making activity at

Couchiching Beach Park, Orillia, in August.  

b y  J u s t y n  G r i m a l d i
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 Who am I? Can you help?  
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us a 

line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2003.76.177 2003.76.246

2003.76.284 2004.103.58
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Not long ago, museum staff received a visit from Provincial 
Constable Gerry Dwyer, Community Services Officer with 
Orillia Detachment and recent OPP “Officer of the Year” 
Accolade Award recipient. Due to retire in November, there 
was a great selection of material he no longer needed which 
we were glad to take off his hands! Having served with the 
OPP since 2001 and prior to that with the Toronto Police 
Service since 1976, Gerry is a well known and highly respected 
figure both within the organization and in the communities 
he has served. 

“Officer Gerry”, as he is known in the classroom (and even 
on his uniform nametag!), often relied on creative and 
resourceful means to spread his messages in engaging and 
interactive ways.  The portable safety village developed 
by Dwyer was the first of its kind in North America. The 
interactive displays serve to spread awareness on the 
dangers of traffic, hydro installations, railroad and fire to 
children. Items donated to the museum, such as a custom 
child-sized OPP uniform, highlight the hands-on approach 
to outreach that he favoured. A miniature model Volkswagen 
“Safety Bug” with accompanying poster are remnants of a 
program Gerry was instrumental in developing, which saw 
Volkswagen donate their iconic Beetles across OPP, York 
and Toronto Police services in an effort to make Community 
Services Officers more noticeable and approachable to the 
public. 

Other groundbreaking initiatives Gerry coordinated  
included establishing Seniors and Law Enforcement Together 
(SALT), a program which addresses a variety of issues 

concerning seniors, such as internet safety. His foresight 
to tap into the valuable assets of numerous volunteers over 
the years has greatly extended the reach of his innovative 
approach to programming. His drive to empower the most 
vulnerable sectors of the community and to break down 
barriers between law enforcement and the public, has no 
doubt left a meaningful and lasting impact on the lives of 
countless individuals. 

This new material is a complimentary addition to the 
museum’s collection. A few of the donated items will continue 
to serve a programming function, travelling to kid-friendly 
events as they were originally intended. Museum staff would 
like to congratulate Gerry on his much deserved Accolade 
Award and wish him all the best in retirement!

Collection Corner:
Community Services Officer Gerry Dwyer b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

Among dozens of items donated to 
the museum’s collection are a model 
“bug” car with working lights and Of-
ficer Gerry’s name tag.  Dwyer’s talk-
ing “Cookie Cop” will likely be spotted 
at various Friends events as a fun way 
to continue to share treats and stickers 
with kids (and grown ups!).  
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Position Name Term 

Board Executive

President Pat Bromley  2012 - 2015

Vice President Ted McCollum  2012 - 2015

Secretary Len Aitchison 2010 - 2013

Treasurer  Terry Hehn 2010 - 2013

Board Directors 

Director Norm Feaver (Past President)  2010 - 2013

Director Angie McCollum 2011 - 2014

Director  Debbie Sokoloskie   2012 - 2015

Director  Doug Cole  2011 - 2014

Director  Bryan Martin (Commissioned Officers’ Assoc. Rep.)   2012 – present 

Others  Participation

Newsletter Editor Cathy Bell 2011 – present  

Honorary Chair Chris D. Lewis, OPP Commissioner 2010 - present

Honorary Director Inspector Jon Dumond,  

 Corporate Communications and Executive Services   2012 - present

Honorary Director Chris Johnstone (Museum Curator)  2010 - present

Honorary Director Nancy Merriman  

 (Manager, Communications Support Unit)  2010 - present

Past Presidents Norm Feaver  (2011 – 2012)

 Doug Cole  (2009-2011)

 Dorothy Duncan (2008-2009) 

 Sandra Stanton (2008) 

Past Honorary Chair Julian Fantino, OPP Commissioner  (2008 – 2010)

Past Board Members Paul Delaney, Paul Laing, Rod Williams,  

 Linda Rodenburg, Rae Fleming, Bruce Waite,  

 Angie Howe, Sandy Thomas and Dave Truax.  

 Sandra Stanton, Secretary  (2009 – 2012)

Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2012-2013



Staff Sergeant Angie McCollum and 
Ted McCollum are both on the Board of 

Directors of Friends of The OPP Museum. 
The Probus Club donated a $100  
speaker honorarium to Friends.

The Chisholm Community Policing Committee  
donated $150 to Friends in honor of  

our attendance at their event. 

Cards of appreciation

October 10th, 2012

Dear Staff Sergeant Angie  
McCollum and Ted McCollum,

Many thanks for taking the time to  
come and talk to us about the OPP  
and your museum. We all enjoyed it. 

With thanks,  
Diane Sweeney 
The Probus Club of Swan Lake Village 
Markham, ON

October 1st, 2012

Dear Friends of The OPP Museum,

Thank you for making our  
Chisholm Centennial celebrations  

a great success.  We had  
many positive comments  

from the public.

Joan Reid,  
Secretary/Treasurer

Chisholm Community  
Policing Committee


