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Friends Board Member Len Aitchison and Commissioner Vince 
Hawkes unveil the restored Henderson. (Photo by John Carpino)

Elliott Stevenson, Commissioner Vince Hawkes, Rob Olsen. 
(Photo by John Carpino)

“OUR HENDERSON IS BACK!!!”

As part of the festivities unveiling the refreshed exhib-
it Behind the Badge -The Story of the Ontario Provin-
cial Police, the Museum and Friends of The OPP Mu-
seum unveiled our recently restored 1931 Henderson KL  
motorcycle.

The 1931 Henderson KL motorcycle is the oldest known 
OPP vehicle. It was purchased new in February 1931 for 
$525 by John Hinchliffe who was a motorcycle patrol of-
ficer in eastern Ontario at the time. Back then, motor-
cycles were the only vehicles used for regular patrol by 
the OPP; and the member had to purchase their own 
bike. As a result, the OPP fleet was a mixture of whatever 
the members purchased. The Henderson, manufactured 
in Chicago, was popular in North America for police use 
because they were fast, comfortable and reliable. Unfor-
tunately, Henderson motorcycles ceased production in 
1931, primarily due to the Great Depression.

John Hinchliffe originally joined the Ontario Depart-
ment of Public Highways as a motorcycle patrol officer, 
which was absorbed into the OPP in 1930. He served at 

a number of locations, including a reenlistment into the 

Canadian military during WWII and passed away from a 

lengthy illness while still on the OPP in 1958.

A colleague of Hinchliffe during his posting in the Ot-

tawa area was another patrol officer named Bert McKie. 

The two apparently remained friends following their re-

spective transfers to other parts of the province. In 1969, 

McKie became director of the OPP Traffic Division with 

the rank of Staff Superintendent. He was also an avid 

collector and restorer of vintage vehicles. Although the 

lineage of the Henderson is not completely clear, we do 

know that McKie purchased it from a private citizen in 

the early 1970s. Its condition upon purchase is unknown 

but we do know that it underwent some restoration by 

McKie using the resources available to him at the time. 

He retired in 1975, and the Museum has a photograph of 

him riding the bike for the last time in 1990, on his 80th 

birthday! His family donated the Henderson to the OPP 

in 1996, following his death.

continued on following page...

b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o n
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b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o n“OUR HENDERSON IS BACK!!!” (continued)

By 2010, the ravages of time, storage and display were 
increasingly taking their toll, raising concerns about its 
long-term condition and stability. While the Museum is 
financially supported as part of overall OPP operations, 
the funding required for restoration was beyond the ca-
pacity of the Museum. In 2012, Museum curator Chris 
Johnstone approached the Friends of The OPP Museum 
with her dilemma, and the Friends agreed to fund its 
restoration. Once that decision had been made, the first 
challenge was to find a restoration specialist with ex-
pertise in a line of motorcycles that had not been man-
ufactured in over eighty years. With the assistance of 
Ed Christie, a retired technician from the OPP Garage, 
Friends made contact with Rob Olsen of ‘Olsen 4 cylinder 
Motors’ (O4 Motors) in Parry Sound, who is an interna-
tionally respected expert in Henderson motorcycles. Rob 
impressed the Museum and the Friends Board with his 
knowledge and professionalism and agreed to undertake 
the task. Bob also had a special connection to the Hender-
son as he knew Bert McKie and had previously purchased 
his stock of Henderson parts and tools. He also had some 
documentation related to the bike which he has gener-
ously donated to the Museum, enabling the Museum to 
fill in some of the history of the bike.

Rob commenced the laborious task of completely dis-
assembling the Henderson and inspecting every part. 
It was during this stage that it was discovered that the 
deterioration of our Henderson was much greater than 
originally thought. Throughout, Rob chronicled his work 
in photographs which he forwarded to the Museum on a 
regular basis. Every part was inspected, cleaned, repaired 
where necessary or replaced as required. Parts that could 

not be salvaged were either replicated by Rob or, when 

available, replaced through his network of contacts in the 

vintage motorcycle fraternity.

One of the original goals of the Museum was to not only 

have our Henderson restored to its original condition, 

but to retain and preserve some of the existing elements 

that reflected its life as an OPP vehicle. During his resto-

ration, Rob collaborated with curator Chris Johnstone to 

ensure that this history was preserved. An example of this 

can be seen just under the fuel tanks, where the handle of 

the fuel shut-off had been repaired by soldering a 1977 

penny in its place – a creative repair dating to McKie’s 

time with the motorcycle where the correct handle was 

either unavailable or too expensive. This is a modification 

that museum staff opted to maintain as a nod to McKie’s 

contribution. 

Although all the internal mechanical components are in 

place, it has been restored to a non-operating condition. 

There are numerous logistical, risk and liability issues, as 

well as mechanical concerns, in attempting to operate a 

vehicle of this age and value, on a very occasional basis, 

and the Museum decided against it.

On May 28th, during a gathering in the auditorium at 

OPP General Headquarters to introduce the new Mu-

seum display, OPP Commissioner Vince Hawkes and 

Friends Board Secretary Len Aitchison, unveiled the re-

stored Henderson. Afterwards, Len presented a mounted 

photograph of the bike with a certificate of appreciation 

from the Friends and the Museum to Rob Olsen and his 

assistant Elliott Stevenson. Rob said he had developed a 

After the unveiling of the newly restored Henderson on May 28th, 
guests were invited to take a closer look. (Photo by John Carpino)

Friends Board Member Len Aitchison (right) presents a framed 
certificate of appreciation to Henderson restorer Rob Olsen (centre) 
and his assistant Elliott Stevenson (left). (Photo by John Carpino)
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b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o n“OUR HENDERSON IS BACK!!!” (continued)

connection with the bike and was sorry to part with it, 
but knew it was ‘going home’. Following the event, the 
bike drew a sizable crowd and Rob stood by to answer  
many questions.

The Henderson is now back on display in the Museum, 
both restored to its original colour and condition as well 
as preserved, which will minimize any further deteriora-
tion. It will stand as a proud element of the Museum’s 
collection of artifacts of OPP history long into the future. 
Friends of The OPP Museum was honoured to partner 
with the OPP Museum in its largest undertaking to date. 
The almost $30,000 restoration cost was made possible 

by the generous donations of Friends members and sup-
porters, particularly the annual Pedal For the Past Bike 
Ride. Additionally, both Friends and the Museum are 
grateful for the efforts and commitment of Rob Olsen and 
his team in restoring the Henderson. He has every reason 
to be justifiably proud of his work.

We encourage everyone to drop by The OPP Museum 
and see the new Behind the Badge display along with 
the Henderson. A brochure is available giving a more de-
tailed history of both the bike and its owners. The Mu-
seum is considering a ‘motorcycle-centred’ event late this 
summer to further celebrate the bike so stay tuned.

b y  P a t r i c i a  B r o m l e yPast President’s Message
Since our last Newsletter, Friends of The OPP Museum has 

been very busy planning for our annual major fundraiser, 

the Pedal for the Past Bike Ride. This event will take place 

on Friday, Sept 5th at a new location, Hardwood Ski and 

Bike, on Old Barrie Road in Oro-Medonte Township. The 

new venue offers us not only the 50 km and 100 km road 

rides but also three off-road trails for Beginner, Interme-

diate and Advanced riders. Those riders registered before 

June 30th, will be eligible for an “early bird” prize. If you 

want to enjoy a family day, a fun cycling day and/or a ride 

for a great charitable organization, please consider our  

Pedal for the Past.

On May 28th, The OPP Museum launched a new exhibit 

Behind the Badge including the unveiling of the 1931 Hen-

derson KL motorcycle which was our largest project since 

Friends began in 2008. What a day of celebration! Our 

2012 and 2013 Pedal for the Past Bike Rides helped raise 

the funds necessary to restore the Henderson to its origi-

nal condition with a few additional historical touches. Take  

the time to visit the new Museum display and see this trea-

sured vehicle.

The same day, Friends held its Annual General Meeting for 

the presentation of the 2013 Annual Report. We thanked 

our outgoing and longest serving Director, Doug Cole, for 

his dedicated and enthusiastic support for the past six years. 

Our Secretary, Len Aitchison, presented Doug with a special 

button certificate of appreciation and a large collage button 

for his outstanding passion for outreach and OPP history.

Two Board positions were available for 2014-2017. Angie 
McCollum agreed to stand for another three-year term and 
a Friends member, Matt Eade was nominated and elected to 
the Board. Welcome aboard, Matt!

Decisions on positions for the 2014 Executive Board and 
Committee membership will take place at the June Board 
Meeting.

As outgoing President, I am proud of the Board’s accom-
plishments and as Past President I continue to wish Friends 
much success in the years to come.

Friends Past President Patricia Bromley addresses the crowd 
at the opening of Behind the Badge. (Photo by John Carpino)



Friends of The OPP Museum - June 2014 Newsletter4

Commissioner Hawkes enjoys a laugh with OPPVA President 
Bob Arbour and wife Liz and Collections Assistant Tiffany Taylor.

Our great team of volunteers was called to the stage for well-
deserved recognition of their assistance with the exhibit. 

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message

Nearly 130 people joined Museum staff and Friends for 

the official opening of our newest exhibit, Behind the 

Badge – The Story of the Ontario Provincial Police. We 

were thrilled to be able to celebrate with many of the men 

and women who are featured in the gallery. Even one very 

special dog joined us for the festivities as Canine handler 

Dan Bailey ensured that his now retired canine partner 

Dare, who is featured in our UCRT (Urban Search and 

Rescue, Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and 

Explosives Response Team) display case, was on hand 

with fellow handler Mike Scanlan. The new exhibit offers 

a unique perspective on the history of policing in Ontario 

and explores OPP driven developments in investigation 

and forensic science; showcases uniform and insignia 

styles, and recognizes some significant milestones in the 

organization’s development. 

We were joined by many OPP retirees and families, in-

cluding Tim and Kathleen Adamson who have generously 

loaned us materials about Kathleen’s parents, Robert and 

Emily Beatty. Through these treasured items, including 

Emily’s 1927 wedding dress and wedding rings, we learn 

about what life was like for an OPP family. In many ways, 

Emily really married the OPP when she married Robert 

as 1927 was the same year he joined the Force. They lived 

and worked at the detachment and, whether she was 

feeding prisoners, providing first aid to those who found 

their way to detachment, or answering the phones, Emily 

really was an extra set of hands when they were needed. 

We celebrated three generations of OPP officers with the 

acknowledgement of the Hammond family – a tradition 

begun by E.D.L. Hammond and continued by his son, 

E.D.L. Hammond Jr. and his grandson, E.D.L. Ham-

mond III. Ron Allen was on hand to share stories and 

mark the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Intel-

ligence Bureau. People also did a double take as Vanessa 

Gosein, who is a life-sized cut-out in the gallery’s Kidzone 

locker room, was spotted checking out the other displays. 

Commissioner Hawkes and the entire senior command 

staff also took the time to share the day with visitors  

acknowledging the contributions of our retired mem-

bers, those still serving, and recognizing the value of the  

Museum’s efforts to showcase the pride and commitment 

of 105 years of proud policing tradition. 

Kids are invited to explore our expanded activity area and 

put on a puppet show at the community theatre, solve the 

crime at the forensics worktables, read about what po-

lice officers do and engage in the many policing themed 

games and activities. Old and young alike are encouraged 

to try on a uniform for size and pause for a photo in the 

locker room. And we also haven’t forgotten about the vin-

tage vehicles on display including Car 1, a 1941 Chevro-

let Master Deluxe Coupe cruiser, and Temagami – the 

OPP’s first patrol boat which was launched in 1949 and 

of course, the fully restored 1931 Henderson motorcycle 

that was revealed at this great event. 

Bring your family and friends and see what it’s all about 

– Behind the Badge! 

(All photos by John Carpino)
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b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message (continued)

Steve Clarke, Curator Chris Johnstone and Sergeant Rocky 
Bolger discuss police diving at the 50th Anniversary of the 
USRU (Underwater Search and Recovery Unit) display case. 

Exhibit Technician Amanda Brittin enjoys the opening  
reception with her husband Ron Howieson and colleague 
Jeanie Tummon.

Paula Kopeschny joins Senior Forensic Analyst Peter Brech 
who brought the modern laser to demonstrate as a counter-
point to the museum’s display about the OPP’s introduction of 
laser fingerprint detection to the world in 1977.  

Robert Rudd is pictured with 
Vanessa Gosein and his son, 
Andrew’s life-sized cut outs.

Visitors loved the re-vamped and expanded Kidzone. Phinneas 
has fun with the Lego while Tala tries out the 911 call station. 

Commissioner Vince Hawkes

Sergeant Pierre Chamberland 
entertained the crowd as 
Master of Ceremonies. 

CCES staff was acknowl-
edged for their hard work 
and contributions to the 
exhibit including OPP Graphic 
Designers Terra Nevard and 
Angela Stirk.
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b y  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e eEditorial Message
The June edition of our Newsletter is historically both 

very important and very rushed, since there is often much 

news arising from the Friends Annual General Meeting. 

This year; however, is even more interesting as we report 

on the unveiling of the Museum’s new exhibit Behind the 

Badge, including our recently restored 1931 Henderson KL 

motorcycle, which was funded by Friends and its supporters. 

Curator Chris Johnstone and her staff can be justifiably 
proud of a very successful day and their new display.

All of the efforts of the Friends to support the Museum and 
OPP history cannot happen without dedicated volunteers. 
We are always in need of volunteers to help out at Friends 
and Museum events. If you or somebody you know would 
like to help us, please contact the Friends office.

Being a member of Friends has always been an open and easy 
way to become involved in supporting The OPP Museum. As 
an Ontario-registered charitable corporation, membership in 
Friends has always been “open”; meaning that it was available 
to anybody upon the payment of the annual membership fee. 
Under our bylaws, there is a very narrow provision to refuse 
an application for membership.

However; changes in the legislation that governs the chari-
table community in this province has prompted us to take a 
small but significant change of direction. The Legislature has 
passed (but not enacted) the Ontario Not For Profit Corpo-
rations Act to replace our current governing legislation. Cur-
rently, your elected Board of Directors has the responsibility 
for the day-to-day operation of Friends and for ensuring that 
the money members and supporters contribute is handled 
wisely and supports the Friends goals and mandate. Changes 
in the new Act have the potential to expose organizations such 
as ours to persons who may have financial or other personal 
interests that could jeopardize our efforts and funds.

There is wide concern among charities regarding many as-
pects of this pending legislation and many are reviewing their 
various conditions of membership. Although there is a gen-
eral transition period built into the new Act, legal advice in 
the charitable community recommends that if an organization 
intends to change its conditions of membership, it must be 

done before the new law is enacted. Otherwise, we will have 

to re-file our Letter of Incorporation with the Ontario govern-

ment, and possibly re-apply for our charitable status with the 

federal government.

After much research, the Board presented a motion at the 

AGM to transition to a “sponsored” membership, which is not 

uncommon in other organizations and gaining wider favour. 

This direction was approved by the members and will allow 

the Board to amend our bylaws requiring any new member-

ship application to be sponsored by two current members. It 

will also require us to create written policy regarding the ac-

ceptance process for new membership applications. Signifi-

cantly, all current members will be ‘grandfathered’ so long as 

they remain in good standing.

Realistically, this will have minimal impact since our mem-

bership base does not significantly change from one year to 

the next. It is not the intention of the Board to create an oner-

ous process. Much of our confidence for approval will flow 

from the sponsorship of the members we have come to know. 

However, we feel, and are supported in this view by others in 

the charitable community, that this is a desirable direction to 

ensure that the best interests of both the OPP and Friends are 

protected.

New – “Meet Our Veterans” Saturdays! 
Friends of The OPP Museum, in partnership with the Museum, are pleased to present two “Meet our Veterans Days”. 
On Saturday July 5th and Saturday August 2nd, 2014 from 11 am – 2 pm, drop by the Museum to meet and talk with 
OPP Vets about their journeys in policing. Open to the public and free of charge, there is plenty to see and experience 
in the entirely redesigned Museum gallery. And don’t forget to bring the kids to explore the new Kidzone that 
includes Lego, puzzles, police science activities, lessons about calling 911, and much more.

Museum hours on these dates will be 10 am – 4 pm.  Museum regular hours are Monday – Friday 8:30 – 4:30.

Membership Takes a New Direction
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b y  D a v e  O s b o r n eFriends at Doors Open - Orillia 

On May 24th, for the first time in our history, Friends of 
The OPP Museum participated in Doors Open – Orillia. 
The Museum, Off Duty Shop and all of OPP General Head-
quarters ‘Public Street’ were open to the public on a Sat-
urday for this one day event. By all accounts it was a great 
success. Visitors traveled from Sudbury, North Bay, Ajax, 
Toronto, and points in between. Many made the trip just 
to attend this event. ‘Doors Open’ is an annual province-
wide initiative that takes place in many communities from 
May to October.

The theme of this year’s Doors Open – Orillia was a com-
memoration of Orillia’s participation in World War I. We 
distributed articles about the role of the OPP during the 
war to our interested visitors. Our Fall newsletter will car-
ry excerpts from those articles. 

The experience of having OPP personnel and OPP veter-
ans on site was greatly appreciated by our visitors. Some 
visitors expressed interest in policing careers while oth-
ers were police veterans themselves. One visitor currently 
serves as a “reserve” Deputy Sheriff in Florida. 

Many thanks to our volunteers: Len Aitchison, Peter 
Brech, Doug Cole, Dave Osborne, Ellen Blaubergs, Carole 
(in the Off Duty Shop), Angie McCollum and young Teddy 
McCollum. Teddy doubled as our media officer and did  
a great job for the CTV2 newscast that night. “Pretty  
good, partner!”

OPP Senior Forensic Analyst Peter Brech holds the attention 
of visitors. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Dave Osborne helps with button-making. 
(Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Upcoming Meetings and Events

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends are 
eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable registration 
#81381 0819 RR 0001). Anyone wishing to make a dona-
tion to the Museum’s artifact collection should contact the  
Museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

July 1	 Canada Day – Barrie

July 5	 Meet an OPP Veteran at the museum

July 6	 Heritage Day at Coldwater  
		  Canadiana Historical Museum

July 10	 Friends Board Meeting

July 12	 Eastern Region Special Olympics  
		  Torch Run - Ottawa

July 26	 Ramara Historical Society  
		  Yesteryears Celebration 

Aug. 2	 Meet an OPP Veteran at the museum

Aug. 13	 Friends Board Meeting

Sept. 5	 4th Annual Pedal for the Past Bike  
		  Ride fundraiser – Hardwood Ski  
		  & Bike, Oro-Medonte Township

Sept. 10	 Friends Board Meeting

Donations to Friends of  
The OPP Museum

Please direct all email inquiries to:  
support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 

The president@oppmuseumfriends.ca  
has been discontinued. 

We have a new email address! 
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Historically, when diving services were required by the 
OPP, individual officers who happened to own their own 
gear would be called on a case by case basis for help. 
In the late 1950s, some limited gear was purchased for 
shared use, but it was soon realized that a dedicated team 
of trained officers with this speciality was required. In 
1964, the first diving teams were outfitted and trained 
in Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 
(SCUBA). Today, the USRU recovers drowning victims, 
searches for forensic evidence, provides underwater se-
curity at major events, and can respond to many types 
of occurrences including marine disasters, plane crashes 
and terrorist activities. 

Team members undergo extensive testing and training 

before being selected for this type of work. Police diving 

is very different from recreational diving as conditions 

are rarely optimal for visibility, temperature or freedom 

of movement. Divers are strictly monitored for depth 

and length of dive and safety measures, including tether 

ropes, are always used. Divers must be comfortable with 

tight spaces, routinely work in complete darkness and 

need to be able to follow grid patterns in concert with 

other team members during searches. 

The diver on display in the Museum is an amalgamation 

of equipment used by OPP divers to represent the early 

diving days through to the 1990s. In this scenario, the 

officer is looking to retrieve “typical” evidence (a knife). 

In addition to Ontario’s lakes, divers are often called to 

search ponds, rivers and even man-made bodies of wa-

ter (like those found at golf courses). The photo backdrop 

in this case includes Provincial Constable Mike Dunlop 

and was taken by fellow diver, Provincial Constable Mike 

Coo in Lake Simcoe near Washago in 2014. Museum 

staff would like to offer special thanks to Sergeant Ron 

(Rocky) Bolger, Provincial Constables Mike Coo, Mike 

Dunlop, Tyler Humphries, Sheldon Lapworth and the 

entire USRU team for their assistance with this display 

honouring more than 50 years of diving excellence with 

the OPP.

Collection Corner: Diver Down! Underwater  
Search and Recovery Unit (USRU) b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n e

The USRU display featuring neoprene wet suit donated by Pro-
vincial Constable (retired) Brian MacDougall who served with 
the OPP Marine Unit in the 1970s. (2011.89.1), and other gear, 
including metal detector with headphones, orange-handled We-
noka knife for entanglements, arm knife with thermometer, tank 
and harness, “horse collar” buoyancy compensator, cold water 
dive mitts, bottom timer, depth gauge, Aqualung second stage 
regulator, flippers, dive lantern and safety harness were sup-
plied by USRU unit members. (2014.15)

OPP Divers (2011.89.21)
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On May 28th, 25 members and supporters gathered at 
Kelsey’s restaurant in Orillia for the 2014 AGM of Friends 
of The OPP Museum. This annual event, in addition to be-
ing required by the legislation governing Friends, is also 
an opportunity for the Board of Directors to informally 
socialize with the members and exchange ideas. The meet-
ing was chaired by Friends Treasurer Ted McCollum. The 
meeting followed the very successful opening of the new 
Behind the Badge exhibit at the Museum, including the 
unveiling of the restored 1931 Henderson KL motorcycle, 
which was funded by Friends.

Board President Patricia Bromley delivered her report 
highlighting the activities and events of Friends during 
2013, as did representatives from Communications, Fi-
nance & Administration, Outreach, Communications, and 
Newsletter Editorial committees. The 2013 financial state-
ments were presented by Treasurer Ted McCollum. As di-
rected by the membership at last year’s AGM, these state-
ments were subjected to a professional financial review 
rather than a complete audit, which was felt to be more ap-
propriate for an organization of our size. The review found 
the statements to be complete and accurate.

Regular business that required approval, including last 
year’s AGM minutes and the 2013 financial statements, 
were duly approved by the membership. In addition, two 
motions affecting the bylaws were approved. One dealt 
with a minor ‘house-keeping’ change allowing for special 
meetings of the Board. The other enabled the Board to  
proceed with a change of membership for Friends. A sepa-
rate article discussing this new direction can be found in 
this Newsletter.

Outgoing Board member Doug Cole was recognized and 
thanked for his longstanding service by Board Secretary 
Len Aitchison. In addition to a certificate of appreciation, 
he was also presented with a stylized oversized button, re-
flecting his well known love for button making at Friends 
outreach events.

Elections were held for two three-year Board positions.  
Incumbent Director Angie McCollum indicated willing-
ness to stand for re-election and Friends member Matt 
Eade was nominated for the other vacancy. Both were ac-
claimed to the Board. Welcome back Angie and welcome 
aboard Matt!

Deputy Commissioner Scott Tod brought greetings from 
the Commissioner and confirmed ongoing support for 
both the Museum and Friends in preserving and celebrat-
ing OPP history. Museum Curator Chris Johnstone re-
flected on the cooperation and assistance of Friends of The 
OPP Museum during the year, and briefly reflected on the 
recent and very successful, and hectic, launch of the Be-
hind the Badge exhibit.

As his last motion, outgoing Director Doug Cole made a 
motion to adjourn. Following the formal meeting, many 
members and supporters remained for a social gathering, 
allowing some friendships to be ‘caught up’ and stories ex-
changed.

Thank you to all who attended.

b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o nAnnual General Meeting Report

Len Aitchison welcomes our newest board member,  
Matt Eade. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Doug receiving his oversized button. (Photo by Angela Stirk)
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At our recent AGM, Friends President Pat Bromley in-
troduced me as this year’s chair of the Pedal for the Past 
Bike Ride, our major annual fundraiser, and stated that 
I had jumped right into the job after Rod Williams had 
stepped down after three very successful years. I joked 
that it felt more like I was prodded. Kidding aside, it has 
been exciting to take on this new role, especially with such 
a solid foundation laid over those years. We are fortunate 
to maintain a strong team of volunteers on our commit-
tee, and our corporate sponsorship remains robust. Now 
we would like to ensure that our riders are as excited as 
we are about our new venue.

Our entire event will start and end at Hardwood Ski 
and Bike in Oro-Medonte on September 5th. This facil-
ity will be the site of the mountain biking events for the 
2015 Pan Am Games, and they are currently working on 
a completely new Pan Am race trail. We are fortunate to 
have such support from them. We will have three cours-
es through their trails, providing levels for every cyclist, 
from beginner to intermediate to the most advanced rid-
er. You can use your own bike or you may wish to rent a 
bike at a discount from Hardwood for use on their trails. 
We will still have the 50-kilometre and 100-kilometre 
road rides, but on new routes through the township.

Some advantages to Hardwood Ski and Bike are that we 
can use the beach volleyball court, disc golf course, out-
door-showers and bike wash. Different this year, we will  
offer staggered start times for the participants to ensure 
they all end their ride by 4 p.m., when the Commissioner 
and other dignitaries and our supporters will join us for  
our BBQ. 

Due to the variety of rides offered this year, we decided 
to hold closing ceremonies at the end of the day, rather 
than opening ceremonies. Another change from previous 
years is that family members of the riders are invited to 
attend the BBQ.

Please sign up early for the ride. We offer two early bird 
prizes of $100 coupons, courtesy of Montana’s Cook-

house and Kelsey’s Restaurant in Orillia, for all riders 
who sign up by June 30th. Riders must have their own 
minimum of $200 in sponsors to enter this event, and 
will again get a newly designed jersey. As in the past, the 
three highest fundraisers will win a prize. This year the 
second and third top fundraisers will each be offered a 
pair of Toronto Blue Jays tickets for the end of Septem-
ber. Our top fundraiser will enjoy two VIP field-level Ar-
gos tickets, all courtesy of Williams, Leal and Vito Inc. 
As well, the top five fundraisers and their guests will be 
invited to a luncheon with the Commissioner. 

As in the past, our generous sponsors ensure that all mon-
ey raised by the cyclists goes to the activities of Friends of 
The OPP Museum. To register, please go to the Friends’ 
website (www.oppmuseumfriends.ca) and select the 
Pedal for the Past link and complete the form attached. If 
you would like to make a contribution to our cause please 
go to our website and become a supporter. It is a great 
cause, a fun event, helping to preserve and celebrate our 
history, the history of the OPP.

4th Annual Pedal for  
the Past Bike Ride b y  D a v e  O s b o r n e ,  P 4 t P  C h a i r

OPPA Vice President Martin Bain and OPPA Credit Union CEO 
Bryan Neely present cheques to P4tP Chair Dave Osborne. 
The COA, as well as various OPPA and OPPVA chapters and 
branches also make significant contributions each year. Our 
corporate sponsors ensure that all funds raised by participants 
goes to our charity. (Photo by Karen Kimber)

Friends on the web! oppmuseumfriends.ca
Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum website for upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, 
photo galleries, membership, donor and payment details!
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Several months ago, the organizing committee of our Pedal 
for the Past Bike Ride received an interesting request from 
one of our long time riders and supporters, Mark Wickham. 
He is involved with TandemEyes, a unique cycling program 
in Peterborough which assists individuals with partial or to-
tal vision loss in their pursuit of cycling. Known as stokers, 
these folks ride on the second seat of the tandem bike pro-
vided by the organization. The stoker works with a captain 
who is a skilled cyclist. Sharing their joint passion, they ride 
through streets and along trails, enjoying nature and reaping 
the great exercise and health benefits related to cycling. 

The Pedal for the Past organizing committee was unanimous 
in its decision to donate the five jerseys remaining from our 
2012 and 2013 rides along with a supply of mini first aid kits.

We are pleased to share their letter of appreciation:

“…Recently, our advisory group had the opportunity to see 
the jerseys and first aid kits that your organization has so 
generously donated to our TandemEyes members…. They 
are beautiful and certainly will be very much appreciated 
by our stokers (the folks with low to no vision who ride on 
the second seat of the tandem)…

As the summer progresses, we will snap a few photos of 
our group and I will be sure to let you know when they are 
on our website. You can then see our stokers proudly wear-
ing the jerseys. 

To learn more about TandemEyes, please visit our recently 
published website at www.tandemeyes.com. 

Thank you for you kindness.” 

- Anne, on behalf of all TandemEyes members 

The OPP Museum’s new exhibit Behind the Badge - The 
Story of the Ontario Provincial Police has already received 
some positive feedback:

“What a wonderful and eye-opening exhibit.” 

- Anthony and Lydia

“…Thank you all for a job well done…We were so glad to 
chat with all the Hammonds who proved to be as gracious 
as E.D.L (Hammond) was, as well. The Egyptians said,  
“To speak the name of the dead is to make them live.”  
You all did that successfully, so thank you!” 

- Kathleen and Tim Adamson

“What a great job yesterday, that was impressive! You all 
worked so hard to make yesterday the success that it was, 
I have heard nothing but positive comments. 

I can tell you that your management team and Commis-
sioner’s Committee were extremely impressed at the pro-
fessionalism of the event and the exhibits. 

The partnership between The Friends and the OPP has 
been overwhelming successful at preserving our history. 
You will hear Commissioner Hawkes speak about the im-
portance of loyalty, not necessarily to any one person but 
to the organization....there is no question that your work 
supports that concept; there wasn’t a person in the room 
yesterday that wasn’t proud of you and the organization.”

-Inspector Jon Dumond and A/Inspector John Browning, 
Corporate Communications and Executive Services

Letters and Appreciation

The Hammond family was on hand for the opening of the The OPP 
Museum’s newest exhibit to mark three generations of OPP service. 
(Photo by John Carpino)

Dan Parle and Rick Allen show off their 2013 Pedal for the Past 
Jerseys before the big ride. 
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Meet the Board

This issue continues the profiles of members of the 2013-2014 Board of Directors.

TED McCOLLUM - Treasurer

Ted enjoyed a 20 year career with NCR Canada Ltd, in-
cluding 12 years as Vice President, Finance and Admin-
istration in Mississauga, and eight years as President of 
Dexter-Lawson Manufacturing Inc. in Cambridge.

He is a Certified Management Accountant (CMA) and 
Past President of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce, 
Past President of the Galt Rotary Club, and is an 18 year 
member of the Board and Past Treasurer of the Cam-
bridge and District Humane Society.

Ted and his wife Sharon reside on Canal Lake near 
Brechin, Ontario. They have three children, one of whom 
is fellow Friends Board member and OPP Staff Sergeant, 
Angie McCollum.

Ted joined Friends and became a member of Friends 
Board of Directors in 2010.

Ted McCollum, 2012 - 2015 Treasurer

L. V. (Len) LEN AITCHISON - Secretary

Len joined the Ontario Provincial Police in 1973 after 
graduating from Seneca College with an honours diploma 
in the Law Enforcement program. Following his initial 
posting to Bala, he was transferred to the Northwest Pa-
trol Unit (Sioux Lookout) and Wawa Detachment before 
being promoted to the rank of Corporal (now Sergeant) 
and transferred Downsview Detachment in Toronto. In 
1986 he transferred into General Headquarters, serv-
ing in Operational Policy & Planning Branch, Investiga-
tion Division and Anti Rackets Branch before retiring as 
a Detective Staff Sergeant in the Criminal Investigation 
Branch in 2004.

He is the recipient of the Police Exemplary Service Medal 
(with bar) and the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal, and 
was a volunteer member of the OPP Ceremonial Unit 
from 1999 to 2012.

Born and raised in Toronto, he now lives with his spouse 
Ginny near Penetanguishene where he tries to ride his 
motorcycle as much as he can. Their daughter Bethany is 
the Assistant Curator of the Canadian Forces Museum of 
Aerospace Defence in North Bay.

Len has been a member of Friends since 2008 and a 
member of the Board of Directors since 2010.

Len Aitchison, 2013 - 2016 Secretary
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 

a line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!
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                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

Contact information 

Name:    

Street:  

City:  Province: Postal code:  

Phone 1:  Phone 2:                                             

email:  

Donation Level                                                                                                                  Your amount: 

□ Friend  $25.00 – and up $ 

□ Steward  $100.00 – and up $ 

□ 
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 Guardian  $500.00 – and up $ 

□ Leader $2500.00 – and up $ 

□ Commissioner’s Circle                                                                                 any amount over $5000.00  $ 

□ I wish to join as an annual voting member (optional)  $25.00 (no tax receipt)                                                                

 Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR0001                       Total: $ 

I would like to make this donation (optional): 

□ in honour of (name): 

□ in memory of (name): 

A note acknowledging this donation should be sent to:  

Name:    

Street:  

City: Province: Postal code: 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

OFFICE USE ONLY:

Database updated:

□ donation entered __________

□ tax receipt issued ___________

□ membership processed ______

Method of payment: 

□ cheque (#) __________          □ credit auth # _________

□ cash ($)     __________       □ online ______________

Payment processed Date: Initials: 

Important privacy statement: 

Contributors who make a minimum annual contribution of 25.00 will be acknowledged in our end 
of year newsletter.  Additionally, Friends may publicly (in person or on our website) identify you  
(and/or the person whose honour/memory the donation was made in) as a donor:    

  □  I agree   □  I prefer to be anonymous    □  divulge donation level    □ do not divulge level 

Special instructions (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment method            
□ Cash (accepted in person only - do not mail cash) 
□ Please make cheque/money order payable to Friends of The OPP Museum.  
□ Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 
□ Payment by Visa/ Mastercard   
 

card number: _______________________________________________  expiry ________________   

name: _________________________________________  CVV code (3 digits back of card): ____________     

Signature: Date:    

Communication Preferences

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum tax receipts, newsletters, special invitations, and updates: 

□ by email to _________________________________________________________________________

□ by regular mail to the address listed on the reverse 

□ by internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau): __________________________________________________

□ please do not send any notices 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



EVERYONE WELCOME! ALL LEVELS WELCOME!

Choose Your Ride!

$200 in Pledges Celebratory BBQ

Staggered Start Prize draws

Hardwood Ski And Bike Hydration stations

Custom cycling jersey Top Fundraiser Prizes

Trail Ride - Beginner
Trail Ride - Intermediate 
Trail Ride - Advanced

Road Ride - 50 kilometre
Road Ride - 100 kilometre

Support Friends of The OPP Museum in their mission to preserve and celebrate 
the history of the OPP and its place in Ontario heritage!

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

Register and donate online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

For more information, visit our website or contact Friends of The OPP Museum 
at (705)330-4178 or support@oppmuseumfriends.ca


