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On May 17th, the Board of Directors hosted the Annual 
General Meeting of Friends of The OPP Museum in the Sam 
Browne Room at Kelsey’s Restaurant in Orillia. The meeting 
was chaired by Inspector Brad McCallum from Corporate 
Communications.

As a registered corporation, Friends is required by legislation 
to hold an annual meeting of the members and conduct certain 
business activities. It is also a great opportunity for members 
and supporters, along with OPP staff, to review and celebrate 
our 2016 accomplishments and discuss plans for 2017. The 
atmosphere during the AGM is always relaxed and informal.

We were honoured to have the participation of Deputy 
Commissioner Gary Couture who praised the work of the 
Museum and Friends and offered the support of his office if 
it was ever needed.

The business portion of the meeting included the approval of the 
minutes of last year’s AGM as well as a discussion and review 
of our 2016 financial statements which had been reviewed by 
an independent accountant. Treasurer Ted McCollum praised 
Executive Assistant Jennifer Bennett’s bookkeeping proficiency.

President Dave Osborne presented an overview of Friends 
2016 activities along with plans for this year. Reports from 
key Board areas as well as each standing committee were 
included in the Annual Report package provided to everyone 
in attendance. Dave highlighted several successful endeavours 
including the 6th annual Pedal for the Past held at Sainte-Marie 
among the Hurons and a Museum/GHQ Tour program led by 
OPP veterans. This was his last AGM as our President. He will 
complete his final two years on the Board as Past President.

Dave also reported on several initiatives for 2017 and beyond, 
including a new major project which would involve the 

Thank you gifts presented to Jennifer Bennett, Nancy Merriman, Chris 
Johnstone and Tiffany Taylor by Dave Osborne

b y  E l l e n  B l a u b e r g s

Deputy Commissioner Gary Couture Dave Osborne and Peggy Onlock Len Aitchison and Peter McGuinness 

Jack Etherington, Ellen Blaubergs and Angela Stirk 
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Departing president Dave Osborne is presented 
with a small token of appreciation by Matt Eade 
and Jennifer Bennett

purchase of a vintage vehicle. After some modifications, it 
would become an excellent outreach tool suitable for parades, 
car shows and other events. Board member Jack Etherington, 
a retired engineer from the automotive industry is currently 
researching this initiative and drafting a proposal for the 
consideration of the Friends Board and OPP management. 
Jack has also been working on revising our Strategic Plan. 
Once completed and approved, this critical document will 
guide the organization over the next several years. 

No bylaw amendments requiring approval were presented 
this year. 

Two Board positions were subject to election this year. One 
incumbent, Matt Eade was acclaimed for another three-
year term. Angie McCollum had previously indicated that 
she would not be standing for election and, as a result Ian 
Michel was acclaimed. Vice President Debbie Sokoloskie had 
previously indicated that she would be stepping down from the 
Board; as a result, Thomas Cull was acclaimed. Ian is an OPP 
Provincial Constable and Thomas is a GHQ Security Officer. 
Their biographies are included in this Newsletter and will be 
posted on our website. Welcome aboard Ian and Thomas!

Museum curator Chris Johnstone summarized another busy year 
for her, Tiffany Taylor and volunteers. She expressed gratitude to 
everyone for their patience and efforts during the renovations to 
Museum work spaces (including the one shared with Friends) and 
her office. These were completed earlier this year. Chris also thanked 
all in attendance for their continued support of the Museum.

Friends designated 2017 as the year of the snowmobile, in honour 
of the OPP’s first purchase of motorized snow machines 50 years 
ago. Friends Past President Doug Cole presented an update on his 
research related to snow vehicle use by the OPP from 1937 to the 
present. Everyone received a copy of his “Preliminary Research 
Overview” which is a condensed version of more than 80 pages of 
research to date. Doug hopes past and present OPP members will 
be encouraged to contribute to the story of snow vehicle use, and 
hopes this research will also be useful to the Museum and assist 
with the photo identification of personnel. AGM participants were 
encouraged to view a selection of snow vehicle photographs and 
other items on display at the back of the Sam Browne Room.

Doug Cole presented Inspector McCallum with the oversized 
button ‘award’ to pass on to his son who helped assemble large 
quantities of these prized items which are distributed by our 
Outreach committee. Inspector McCallum admitted that he 
finds button making a relaxing activity and recruits other family 
members to help out when he brings home the button maker!

The AGM concluded with the presentation of tokens of 
appreciation to Friends, Museum and OPP staff for their 
hard work and commitment over the past year. Many AGM 
participants stayed for dinner and refreshments. It is always 
a nice opportunity to get caught up on Friends and other 
news and renew relationships. On a personal note, I was able 
to congratulate Jennifer Bennett on her first anniversary as 
our Friends Executive Assistant as well as the very successful 
organization of the AGM and Annual Report.

Doug Cole presents Chris Johnstone with his 
draft Snowmobile Research paper 

Tiffany Taylor, Thomas Cull and Matt Eade David Jacobsen and Tiffany Taylor 

Doug Cole discusses his snowmobile research 
project with Nancy Merriman

 Kevin Osborne and Jennifer Bennett 

Annual General Meeting Report (continued) b y  E l l e n  B l a u b e r g s
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Departing board member Debbie Sokoloskie with Chris, Doug and 
son Joshua at the Motorcycle Show in Toronto earlier this year

b y  D a v e  O s b o r n ePast President’s Message

Dave and his brother Brian at the  
2014 Pedal for the Past fundraiser

By the time this Newsletter is published The Friends of The 
OPP Museum Board will have selected a new President 
and Executive at our June Board Meeting. At our Annual 
General Meeting in May we welcomed back Director 
Matt Eade, who stood for re-election, and greeted new 
Directors Thom Cull and Ian Michel. We thank now-past 
Board members Angie McCollum and Debbie Sokoloskie 
for many years of esteemed and estimable service. Here 
is a little information about our new Directors. 

Thom Cull is a GHQ Security Officer. He started working 
with the Communication and Technology Services Bureau 
in 2014 and transferred to the Security Bureau in 2015. 
He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from Memorial 
University of Newfoundland in 2013 and is currently 
studying Emergency and Disaster Management at 
Ryerson University. Thom has been a volunteer with The 
OPP Museum since 2016 and has volunteered with the 
Royal Canadian Army Cadets, Salvation Army, and Food 
Banks Canada in the past. He looks forward to taking on 
a more active role in Museum and Friends’ activities.

Ian Michel joined the OPP Auxiliary out of the Aurora 
Detachment in 1997. As an Auxiliary member he was the 
recipient of a York Region Community Service Award, and 
OPP Kruger Award for Excellence in Auxiliary Policing. 
Ian joined the OPP regular force in 2001 and was posted 
to Port Credit Detachment. Since then he has served at 
Haldimand Detachment; the Traffic Support Unit and 
Highway Enforcement Team, Highway Safety Division; 
and Caledon Detachment; before returning to the Port 
Credit Detachment in 2013. He is currently a media 
officer and member of the Highway Enforcement Team. 
As the son of an RCMP member, Ian had the opportunity 
to live in a variety of locations across Canada, spending 
most of his upbringing in Manitoba and the Yukon 
Territory. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in History from 
York University and currently volunteers as a hockey, 
baseball and ball hockey coach in addition to having 
been parent council chairperson at his son’s school for 
several years. Ian also looks forward to assisting others in 
learning about the exciting history of the OPP.

As I noted in my last column, it is time for new and 
inspired leadership on our Board. Over the next two 
years, as I serve out the rest of my term as Past President, 
I look forward to working with our new Directors, Board 
and Executive. Our future remains positive and I have 
great faith that we will navigate the roads ahead with 
continued enthusiasm and originality. Stay tuned. 

Departing board member Angie 
McCollum with son Teddy at 
the 2014 Pedal for the Past 

Dave making buttons with visitors 
at the 2014 Mariposa Folk Festival

Dave with participants in Doors Open 2015
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After 20 years with the Ontario Provincial Police, Jeanie 
Tummon retired in July of 2017. Many will remember Jeanie 
as the Museum Curator from 1997 until 2010, when she 
changed roles within the organization and began work as a 
Strategic Communicator with Corporate Communications. 
Jeanie’s years at the helm of the museum saw phenomenal 
growth in the collection, numerous well received exhibits 
and the exceptional success of the Museum’s inaugural 
and award winning Arresting Images travelling exhibition. 

Reflecting on her time with the OPP, Jeanie has many 
accomplishments to be proud of. She has received regular 
formal and informal recognition from colleagues and friends 
and among others, can count the OPP’s Civilian of the Year 
Accolade Award, multiple Ontario Museum Association 
Awards and an Ovation Award on her impressive list. 

Former Friends’ Board member and Secretary Len 
Aitchison shared these thoughts when he learned of 
Jeanie’s decision to retire.

“Your legacy will always be the one who brought the history 
of the OPP to life. There might have been stuff in boxes and 
a fancy new space to put them in, but you were the one who 

knew how to do it, and beat a bunch of cops over the head 
to convince them this is a good thing. In my mind, before 
you, the OPP had very little sense of its own history and the 
need to preserve and celebrate it. We seemed quite content 
to simply rely on corporate and individual memory, and 
we all know how well that works out.”

Present and past museum staff, volunteers, and the Friends’ 
Board of Directors wish to extend our heartfelt best wishes to 
Jeanie as she begins her retirement. We thank you for your 
tireless efforts to build this museum and to found the Friends 
organization to ensure the museum continues to thrive. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank you, Jeanie, 
for your inspiration, dedication, and for taking a chance 
on me as a wide eyed college student who brought more 
enthusiasm than knowledge with her to this unique and 
wonderful “small” museum. With these parting words from 
Len, I could not have said it any better, “congratulations 
on a career that you have every right to be proud of. I hope 
that retirement turns out to be everything you want it to 
be, and that it is long, healthy, fulfilling and happy.”

Cheers!

Curator’s Message b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n e

Museum staff sharing a fun moment , 2008 
Jeanie’s first major exhibit Preparing for 
the Unexpected opened in 1997

Jeanie assembling the Spooner Bomb suit 
with Explosives Disposal expert Dave Corbett 
for display in the Frontiers exhibit, 2009

Jeanie and Ellen Blaubergs put the finishing 
touches on a mannequin for the Queen’s 
royal visit during the Festival of Ontario in 
Toronto, 2002 

Receiving the OMA Award of Excellence 
with Canine Unit team members Wayde 
Jacklin and Marc Lapointe, 2005 

Jeanie and Chris Johnstone with Jeanie’s 
husband Chris Bagley in Cochrane for the 
final leg of the Commemorative Patrol, 2009 
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Caradoc Emergency Response Day
On May 3rd, 2017, Friends participated in the Caradoc Emergency Response Day in Strathroy, Ontario. Doug Cole 
hosted one of the busiest booths at the event, making buttons and handing out Fun Books to the many visitors. He 
was bordered on either side by local OPP Detachment members, and Ontario Provincial Police Veterans’ Association 
(OPPVA) representative Bill Litowski. 

Doug Cole and Retired Sergeant Bill Litowski, 
who attended the event in support of the 
OPPVA. (photo by Diane Litowski)

Provincial Constable Geoff Royer attended 
with his 1978 Plymouth Fury, a recreation of 
an OPP cruiser. (photo by Diane Litowski)

Doug Cole makes buttons with visitors 
(photo by Diane Litowski) 

Outreach Report b y  N a n c y  M e r r i m a n

From the end of February to mid-June, Friends’ Outreach 
volunteers were very busy participating in 12 events from 
North Bay/Powassan (North East Region) to Strathroy (West 
Region). Some of our events were ‘first timers’, like the OPP 
Auxiliary Graduation Ceremonies at GHQ (March 31st & 
June 9th) and the impressive Strathroy – Caradoc Emergency 
Response Day (May 3rd). Others were ‘tried and true’ events 
that we have participated in the past, like the Powassan Maple 
Syrup Festival (April 22nd), OPP Kids Day at the Orillia Perch 
Fest (May 13th), Simcoe County (April 26th) and North Bay 
History Fairs (May 12th), OPP Museum Kids Activity Day on 
May 19th and of course, General Headquarters Family and 
Veterans’ Day on June 10th.

A definite highlight of this past spring was when Doug Cole, 
Friends Outreach Volunteer, Chris Johnstone, OPP Museum 
Curator, and Peter Brech, OPP Forensics Technician collaborated 
on a display at the Simcoe County History Fair which included 
recognition of the OPP’s world leading development of lasers 
for fingerprint detection and analysis in 1977. 

Our Travelling Button Making Kit (button maker, button 
supplies and heritage OPP images) and Memory Boxes 
(selection of pre made buttons, brochures, and postcards) 
have proven very popular again this year. These ‘distance 
packages’ are designed to assist OPP displays at events that 
our outreach volunteers are unable to attend. Because of the 

numerous Canada 150 celebrations taking place across the 

province, demand for these outreach packages has been high. 

A reminder that officers interested in obtaining either the 

Travelling Button Making Kit or Memory Boxes must contact 

Friends at least three weeks in advance to arrange for delivery.

Over the summer period from mid-June to mid-September, 

Outreach will be very busy attending events throughout the 

Province. If you are interested in helping out with activities 

like this, please contact the Friends’ office for an application 

package. You’ll have a ball helping out with our display activities.

Upcoming Outreach Events:

Jul. 29  Ramara Yesteryear Celebrations, Uptergrove

Aug. 26  Tiny Township Family Day, Wyevale

Sep. 4   OPP West Region Family Day, St. Thomas

Sept. 30-31  Ruthven Apple Festival, Essex County
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Police Week Kids Drop-in Day
On Friday May 19th, 2017, Friends hosted 

a drop-in activity day at the museum in 

honour of Police Week. It was held on a 

Professional Development day in Simcoe 

County. Visitors were able to make a 

souvenir button, try a uniform on for size, 

have their prints taken by OPP Auxiliary 

members as part of the Moose Child ID kit 

program, make a puppet and had a chance 

to win a stuffed Canine Unit dog. 
Retired Inspector Irena Lawrenson brought 
along her grandson to participate

Judi Armstrong makes puppets with visitors 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
The following is a list of upcoming meetings and events either 
being hosted or attended by Friends Board members and 
volunteers. Readers are reminded that it is always subject 
to change.

If you would like more information about a particular event 
or wish to volunteer, please contact the Friends’ office well in 
advance. If you are not already a Friends volunteer, there is an 
application process that must take place.

Members are eligible to attend regular Board meetings as 
observers, but are asked to please contact the Friends’ office at 
least one week in advance.

Jul. 13 2017   Volunteer Committee Meeting   
   (Brewery Bay)

Jul. 26, 2017   Pedal for the Past Meeting  
   (Sainte-Marie among the Hurons)

Aug. 10, 2017   Outreach Committee (GHQ)

Sep. 13, 2017   Friends Board Meeting (GHQ)

Sep. 15, 2017   COA Golf Tournament  
   (Circled Pine Golf Course)

Sep. 30, 2017   Pedal for the Past  
   (Sainte-Marie among the Hurons)

Tour Group
On April 20, 2017 participants from Simcoe Community Services stopped by for a 
tour with guides Doug Cole, Dave Osborne, Peter McGuinness 

Thank You
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1977 was a very active year for the 
OPP with several major achievements 
being recorded. 

Members found themselves having to 
deal with numerous situations, some 
man-made, and some challenges from 
Mother Nature, as well as changes in 
new direction mandated by legislation. 

The year started off with a series of massive 
winter storms that pounded the Province, 
causing major disruptions in power, 
highway travel, airports as well as schools 
and hospitals over a three week period 
in January. From newspaper and other 
accounts, OPP personnel were extremely 
busy, with some of them sleeping at their 
detachments for days on end. 

To help cope with the emergency, 
the Ontario government set up a 
special cabinet Committee made up 
of the Solicitor General, Minister of 
Transportation and Communications 
and the Minister of Energy. At the height 
of the “great blizzard of 1977,” OPP 
Chief Inspector Jack Fullerton helped 
co-ordinate Provincial Police logistical 
response, with special emphasis on 
Prince Edward County, the Niagara 
region and London areas.

On May 17th, 1977, a small three acre 
brush fire started near Temagami. 
Within half an hour the blaze had 
spread to over 20 acres. Over the next 

ten days, hot weather and high winds 
spread the bush fire to over 27,000 acres, 
including the northern part of Cobalt. It 
would take well into June before the fire 
would be deemed “under control” by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR). 
Throughout this emergency, the OPP’s 
motor launch the George Calbick (Boat 
80-102) and crew, Constables Allan 
Collicut and Robert Adams, worked 
tirelessly with MNR to warn the public, 
spot fires, transport firefighting crews 
and evacuate the public from camps and 
cottages near the fast moving burn areas.

The OPP pioneered the use of an Argon 
Ion LASER for the purposes of detecting 
fingerprints and other evidence. In 
1976, Xerox scientists Dr. E.R. Menzel 
and Dr. J.M. Duff discovered that the 
argon laser used in their photocopiers 
made fingerprints that were invisible 
to the naked eye appear on paper. In a 
fortunate conversation, Dr. Duff relayed 
this observation to his neighbour, 
OPP Senior Forensic Analyst Brian 
Dalrymple. Dalrymple immediately 
recognized how he could apply this 
technology to police work. With the 
help from Xerox Research Canada, a 
fingerprint was discovered by laser 
on the sticky side of a piece of black 
electrical tape in a 1976 investigation. 
The suspect was later convicted. In 1977, 
with the value of this new tool firmly 
established, the OPP purchased its own 

laser, making it the first police service 
in the world to deploy such evidence 
detection equipment. Part of one of the 
lasers used by the OPP is on display at 
The OPP Museum as part of the Behind 
the Badge exhibit.

In August of 1977, the OPP’s Underwater 
Search and Recovery Unit (USRU) was 
called to Emerald Lake (near Warren 
Ontario), where they found one of 
Ontario’s more unusual explosive 
dumps. At the bottom of the lake, 22 
cases of “Polar Forcite 50%” dynamite 
sticks were located. This nitroglycerine 
based explosive had been manufactured 
in 1927, thereby making it even more 
dangerous to handle. The USRU team 
was led by senior diver, Corporal Ray 
Porpealia and included Constables Lauri 
Ansamaa, Gary Holder, Joseph Hopkins 
and Larry Beach. In total, they recovered 
over 3,000 sticks of unstable explosives 
for later disposal by OPP demolition 
expert, Identification Sergeant Fred 
Doyle of Sudbury.

In September, 1977, as part of the Ontario 
Government’s effort to go metric, the 
OPP increased their preparations for the 
October 1st deadline to comply with the 
metric conversion system (i.e. all speed 
and investigation measurements were 
to be in metric only). It was speculated 
that there would be numerous court 
challenges based on conversion errors 
or misuse of the new system.

Looking Back: Major OPP 
Stories from 40 years ago b y  D o u g  C o l e

USRU diver training course, 1973. 

The laser illuminating evidence on black 
leather – a surface where fingerprints would 
previously have been undetectable. 
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Silent Auction Fundraiser
Friends recently held a three-day Silent 
Auction at OPP General Headquarters. 
It started on June 8 and concluded on 
June 10 which was also OPP Family Day. 

Friends members and supporters along 
with local and other businesses donated 
over 70 items including premium Blue 
Jays tickets, Horseshoe Valley season 
passes, green fees, restaurant gift 
certificates, museum passes, books, 
handmade crafts, and artwork. Special 

Family Day-themed items were a big hit 
as were three ‘Mystery Bags’.

As the auction’s coordinator, I extend 
much appreciation to Jennifer Bennett, 
Doug Cole, Chris Johnstone and Dave 
Osborne for all of their efforts in securing 
donations, helping create an attractive 
and professional-looking auction, and 
supporting this initiative. We are all 
grateful to everyone who bid on items 
and helped us raise $3,561!

b y  E l l e n  B l a u b e r g s

Sgt. Jamie Thomas was the proud winning 
bidder of “The Race North of Hunstville“ 
by W.D. Folkins, generously donated by 
Insp. Brad McCallum. 

Ellen Blaubergs and Jennifer Bennett pause for a photo after setting up the sale on Saturday. 

Family Day participants check out the sale.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, September 30th, 2017
Friends of The OPP Museum 7th Annual Pedal for the Past at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons
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Silent Auction Donors
We are very grateful to the following individuals, businesses and organizations for their donations to our 2017 silent 
auction fundraiser.

We also extend special appreciation to Friends of The OPP Museum President Dave Osborne, Friends volunteer 
extraordinaire Doug Cole, OPP Museum Staff, OPP Corporate Communications Staff and GHQ Security for much 
guidance, patience and support.

Thank you all!

• Karl Barnhart

• Jennifer & Patrick Bennett

• Ellen & John Blaubergs

• Bonaire Golf, Coldwater

• Brewery Bay Food Company

• Brooklea Golf, Midland

• Coldwater Canadiana  
Heritage Museum

• Cosma Engineering & 
Technologies

• Dairy Queen, Orillia

• East Side Mario’s

• Jack Etherington

• Friends of The OPP Museum 
Volunteers

• Horseshoe Resort

• Chris Johnstone 

• Jenn Kanstein, The Tangerine 
Design + Photography

• Fran Keery & Rob Keery

• Kelsey’s Orillia

• Andy Maksymchuk

• Brad McCallum

• Midland Golf & Country Club

• OPP Office of The Commissioner

• OPP Off Duty ShOPP

• Orillia Bakery & Deli

• Dave Osborne

• Jill Priest

• Queen’s Quay British Pub & 
Restaurant, Victoria Harbour

• Martin Ross, TD Insurance 
Meloche Monnex

• Lorne Sheridan

• Simcoe County Museum

• Shine Juice Bar

• Karin Sotirakos

• Phil Sove

• Tiffany Taylor

• Jim Watt 

• WLV Inc. (Target Benefits)

Sainte-Marie among the Hurons to 
Host 7th Annual Pedal for the Past b y  C o u r t n e y  P a r k e r , 

O P P  A u x i l i a r y  C o n s t a b l e

Whether you are an experienced or recreational walker, 
runner or cyclist, Friends of The OPP Museum invites you, 
your family and friends to join them for their seventh annual 
Pedal for the Past at Sainte-Marie among the Hurons, Midland 
on Saturday, September 30.

There are three routes for cyclists: a 25-km fun rail trail 
ride and a 50-km and 100-km trail / road ride. Walkers and 
runners will enjoy a 5-km or 10-km route along the paved trail; 
and casual walkers will experience a guided stroll through the 
Sainte-Marie among the Hurons historic site.

All events start at 1 p.m., with the exception of the 100-km ride 
that starts at 11 a.m. There is a barbeque and prizes at 4 p.m. 
for participants.

This is the second year in a row Sainte-Marie among the 
Hurons has hosted the event. Pedal for the Past (P4P) attracts 
a cross-section of riders, runners and walkers from across the 

Province, and organizers are happy that they are again able to 
showcase area trails and roads.

P4P participants must raise $75 in pledges and will receive a 
quality heritage t-shirt, ride support, additional recreational 
activities, supplies for a goody bag and a post-ride celebratory 
barbeque. Riders who would like a uniquely designed high 
quality 2017 P4P cycling jersey instead of the t-shirt must 
have $150 in donations submitted by July 31st. After that date, 
there is no guarantee of obtaining a P4P jersey, though they 
may be available for sale at the OPP Off Duty Shopp.

For more information on the P4P, visit the Friends of 
The OPP Museum website: www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 
or contact the Friends’ office at (705) 330-4178 or email: 
support@oppmuseumfriends.ca.

It should be another enjoyable day, helping to preserve and 
celebrate our collective OPP history.

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca
mailto:support%40oppmuseumfriends.ca?subject=Pedal%20for%20the%20Past%202017


Friends of The OPP Museum - JULY 2017 NEWSLETTER10

When Judy Miller and Madeleine Cave, daughters of the 
late Deputy Commissioner Thomas Howe Trimble, shared 
memories and familial insights with museum staff, they both 
reflected on their father’s renowned congeniality, penchant 
for storytelling and notably sharp intellect. 

From his initial postings at Haileybury and Kirkland Lake 
Detachments in 1938, Tom Trimble proceeded to make an 
impact early on in his career. Among the commendations 
he received working as a provincial constable, his assistance 
apprehending the notorious Peltier-Lauzon gang stands out. 

Imprisoned for armed bank robberies in Port Perry and Ayr, 
Ontario in the spring of 1945, Joseph Peltier and Ulysse Lauzon 
escaped from the Waterloo County Jail and continued their 
record-breaking crime spree. The gang split up, and Peltier was 
arrested mid-heist in Montreal, Quebec as an intense manhunt 
for Lauzon and gang member Walter Koresky continued. Lauzon 
and Koresky were tracked down and arrested at a racetrack in 
Prince Edward Island. Upon his apprehension, Lauzon quipped 
to Trimble that “jail wouldn’t hold him long”. He did live up to that 
promise, making a remarkable and daring escape from Kingston 
Penitentiary with two fellow inmates and fleeing to the United 
States. Lauzon’s violent and unrelenting life of crime continued 
across several U.S. states until his death in a gangland style 
shooting in Mississippi in July of 1948. Trimble was commended 
for his instrumental assistance to the Criminal Investigation 
Branch (CIB) and his recovery of some of the “loot.” 

After breaking up a lucrative counterfeit money ring in Kirkland 
Lake, Trimble was again recognized for his diligence and skill. 
He was hand-picked to join the newly created Anti-Gambling 
Squad in 1942 that was headed by Inspector E.T. Doyle. 
Trimble was transferred from Haileybury to Windsor District 
Headquarters. Coined the “Untouchables” , this eight-man task 
force dismantled gambling rings province-wide, from roadhouse 
dives to high-rolling clubs frequented by wealthy socialites, such 
as the Brookwood Country Club in Etobicoke.

Trimble’s proven aptitude for policing surely impressed 
his superiors as a meteoric leap from the rank of Constable 
to Inspector followed. In March of 1947, he was assigned 
direction of the new Radio Communications Branch where 
he oversaw the implementation of the OPP’s first network 
of radio communications equipment. For the first time, 
officers could communicate between fixed-station locations at 
Detachments, and cruisers on the road. His work was highly 
praised by Commissioner of the day William Stringer, who 
attributed a sharp increase in police effectiveness to the radio 
system roll-out. When his daughters were asked why they 
thought Trimble was selected for this particular task as he had 
no known communications background, they replied with the 
simple truth, Trimble was a very smart man, and his superiors 
recognized his aptitude and ability to get the job done, and 
they were willing to take the chance on him. Their instincts 
proved to be correct. 

The promotions continued and, as a newly minted Staff 
Inspector, Trimble led a group to quell the inmate uprising 
at the Guelph Reformatory in 1952. He set up a temporary 
detachment manned by 300 officers until the situation calmed 
down. The incident caused $1 million in damages and was the 
largest prison riot ever seen in the province at the time. His 
leadership skills were called upon again to manage another 
uprising, this time during the gold miner’s strike in South 
Porcupine. For six months, OPP officers dodged bullets and 
even thwarted a plot to blow up the mine, until the strike ended. 

A switch in gears followed. Assuming responsibility for all 
traffic related operations, Trimble was appointed Assistant 
Commissioner in 1958. After many a case solved and 
technological innovation seen through, his wealth of operational 
experience led him to the rank of Deputy Commissioner in 1963.

Deputy Commissioner Trimble’s career was as long as it was 
distinguished. At the time of his retirement in 1972, he held 
the rank of commissioned officer for 25 years, longer than any 
of his colleagues at that time. Trimble helped shape periods of 
exponential growth and transformation during his time with the 
OPP. When he joined in 1938 a mere 300 officers were working 
throughout the entire province. By the time he retired, more than 
5000 officers were serving a vastly changed province. 

Museum staff would like to thank Judy and Madeleine for their 
time and efforts in preserving this important part of OPP history. 
With their generous donation of photographs, documents, 
insignia, caps, warrant card, and a one-of-a-kind comic, it is very 
satisfying to add these to the numerous photographs of Deputy 
Trimble that were already in the collection, and to have the 
chance to re-visit a life and career so markedly dynamic.

Collection Corner b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

Provincial Constables Albert “Mac” McDougall (left) and T.H.Trimble 
with a suitcase filled with forged currency found at Swastika Station 
during a 1940 forgery investigation while Trimble was stationed at 
Kirkland Lake. (OPP Museum, 2017.24.7)
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One of My Best Days as a Volunteer  
with Friends of The OPP Museum b y  D o u g  C o l e

Since becoming a volunteer with Friends in 2008, there have 
been a number of memorable days that stand out in my mind: 
the inaugural meeting starting Friends as an organization in May 
2008, led by Commissioner Julian Fantino; the OPP’s 100th 
Anniversary events including the opening of the Museum’s 
Collection Storage facility at GHQ; dedication ceremonies for 
Boat #1 “Temagami”; Successfully bidding on V.A.S. Williams’ 
Commissioner Badge and warrant card, and then showing these 
important artifacts to then-Commissioner Chris Lewis; the first 
Pedal for the Past (P4P) event in Orillia organized by retired 
Inspector Rod Williams and current OPP officer Walter Van 
Essen; the fundraising dinner in aid of restoring the Museum’s 
vintage OPP films; unveiling the restored 1931 Henderson 
motorcycle and hosting a special tour of the North American 
Conference of Durant Vintage Motor Cars at GHQ. To this list of 
big and small events, I now have to add Thursday, March 30th to 
my personal list of outstanding days as a Friends volunteer.

On that day, ten things happened over six hours which together 
made for a perfect day:

1. Sergeant Scott Ross came to the Museum to drop off 
his comments and information on historic snow vehicle 
technical data to help my research. He said he really 
enjoyed reading the snow vehicle research overview and 
will continue to help obtain more facts and contacts.

2. Constable Jennifer Smith, CSO from Temiskaming 
Detachment, stopped by to ask if Friends have any materials 
that can help with some of her upcoming community 
events. Upon learning that we can have a “Memory Box” 
ready for her the next day, she was very pleased.

3. Constable Nathalie Muirhead, CSO from North Bay 
Detachment, came in to say hello plus firm up details about 
the upcoming attendance of Friends (and our ever popular 
button maker) for the OPP display at the Powassan Maple 
Syrup Festival on April 22nd. While I had been in contact 
with Nathalie by email, it was nice to meet her in person.

4. Forensics Analyst Peter Brech and I met to review details 
and photos of the 1977 Argon Ion laser, which was the key 
piece for our joint presentation at the April 26th Simcoe 
County History Fair in Midhurst.

5. Out on Public Street, I spoke with OPP staff Monica 
Cachagee, who indicated that her husband Brett is very 
interested in assisting me with information regarding 
past OPP and Ministry of Natural Resources joint snow 
vehicle patrols.

6. While setting up display tables on Public Street for the 
following day’s OPP Auxiliary graduation ceremony, a 
GHQ staffer came over to say how much she and others 
appreciate Friends assisting with various Museum events, 
especially our button making. She says her 5 year old son 
loves to visit The OPP Museum.

7. While walking through the Museum, I met a proud mother 
and father from Thunder Bay whose son graduated at the 
OPP recruit ceremony in June. I proceeded to introduce 
them to the Museum and show them how to use the 
“Gallery Guide”, which they very much appreciated.

8. Back in the office, Museum volunteer Judi Armstrong showed 
me scans of two snow vehicle photos that had been located 
in the files plus six more items sent in by OPP Veteran Bob 
Boyd of London Ontario. These all turned out to be items we 
had not previously had as part of the snow vehicle research 
document and were included in the preliminary Research 
Overview Report to the Friends AGM on May 17th.

9. Before I headed home, Museum Curator Chris Johnstone 
showed me a new button image of the 1967 Snow Cruiser. 
I immediately prepared it for use as part of our heritage 
button images collection.

10. When I got home that evening two emails were waiting for 
me to confirm upcoming Friends Outreach events, plus 
three more emails providing new information on OPP 
snow vehicles.

 How sweet was that to end the day! 

All together, these meetings, conversations and emails made 
me believe, even more, that life can be great as a Friends of 
The OPP Museum volunteer. 

Friends on the web!
Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum website for upcoming events, volunteer 
opportunities, photo galleries, membership, donor and payment details!

oppmuseumfriends.ca

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 
a line at opp.museum@opp.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2008.25.1

2008.25.23

2008.25.82016.4.40

Donations
Nineteen teams from across Ontario competed in the 18th Annual 
OPP Volleyball Tournament on February 24th & 25th, 2017 to 
raise money for charitable causes. Proceeds totalling more than 
$4000.00 went to the OPP Youth Foundation, Ontario Special 
Olympics, Friends of The OPP Museum, Autism and the new 
Orillia Secondary School Athletic Program.

Kevin Lehman (OPP Youth Foundation), on right, Angela Stirk 
(Friends of The OPP Museum) and Staff Sergeant Jeff Simpkins 
(Special Olympics) receive cheques from tournament organizers 
Sergeant Scott Burrows and Kathy Stillwell. Help make next 
year’s tournament another success. Consider coming out and 
participating in this worthwhile event.

With thanks to organizers and event participants for their 
ongoing support! Photo by Bobb Barratt 

b y  K a t h y  S t i l l w e l l 
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777 Memorial Avenue 
Orillia ON  L3V 7V3 

(705) 330-4178 
 

support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
www.oppmuseumfriends.ca  

 
 

1. CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY PROVINCE POSTAL CODE 

PHONE #1 EMAIL ADDRESS 

IF AN ORGANIZATION, PLEASE PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR A REPRESENTATIVE 

 
2. DONATION 
 

 YES !   I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF ‘FRIENDS’ 
SUPPORTER LEVELS  Friend ($25-$99)  Steward ($100-$499) 
  Guardian ($500-$2499)  Leader ($2500-$4999) 
  Commissioner’s Circle (over $5000)  

MY DONATION (tax receipt issued for this amount) Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR001 $ 

 
3. MEMBERSHIP 
 

 I WOULD LIKE TO BE A VOTING MEMBER (Membership is for one calendar year) 

  I AM CURRENTLY A MEMBER AND WISH TO RENEW FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR 

  I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER 

 Below are the names of two persons who are currently ‘friends’ members who will sponsor me (required): 
 SPONSOR #1 

 SPONSOR #2 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum.  It 
reserves the right to withhold membership from any person if it determines that the person has or is likely to act in a 
manner that may be detrimental to the affairs, image or reputation of the Friends or of the Ontario Provincial Police. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  
$25.00 

(No tax receipt is issued for this fee) 

TOTAL INCLUDING MEMBERSHIP FEE $ 

 
4. PRIVACY WAIVER 
 

Friends of The OPP Museum may publish, post or otherwise disclose my name as a member and/or supporter in its publications and/or 
website along with the name of any person I associate with my donation. (Please be aware that in giving your permission you are also doing so 
for any other person you name in association with your donation.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  I Agree 

   I Do Not Agree 
 
I VERIFY THE ABOVE INFORMATION 
SIGNATURE DATE 

 

 

DONATION AND MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION FORM 



 

The information provided is collected by Friends of The OPP Museum in order to deliver its mandate as a registered charitable corporation to support and promote 
The OPP Museum and the history of the OPP.  Except as may be required by law, it will not be disclosed without expressed written permission, and will be retained in 
accordance with our policy.  Friends does not sell or otherwise provide member or supporter personal information to any other organization. 

November 2016 

 
5. ADDITIONAL DONATION INFORMATION 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS DONATION   IN HONOUR OF   IN MEMORY OF 
NAME 

A NOTE ACKNOWLEDGING THIS DONATION SHOULD BE SENT TO: 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY PROVINCE POSTAL CODE 

EMAIL 

 
6. PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 

 

 Cash (accepted in person only – do not mail cash) 
 Cheque/Money Order (payable to Friends of The OPP Museum) 
 Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca  
 Visa/MasterCard 
 
Card Number:  _______________________________________________     Expiry Date:  ________________ 
Name on Card:  ______________________________________________ 
Signature of Cardholder:  _______________________________________   Date:  ______________________ 
 

 
7. COMMUNICATION PREFERENCE 
 

 

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum correspondence, notices, publications, etc.: 
 

 By regular mail to the address shown on the reverse 
 By email to the address shown on the reverse 
 By OPP internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau):  _________________________________________________ 
 Please DO NOT send any communication 
 

 
 
 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 Database Updated 

 Donation Entered _________________________ 
 Tax Receipt Issued  ________________________ 
 Membership Processed  ____________________ 
 

Payment Record 

 Cheque #  __________      Auth #  ________________ 
 Cash  $  ____________       Online  ________________ 

Payment Processed By: Date: 

Membership Approved By: 
For Year: 

Date: 

Entered in Member/Supporter Database By: Date: 
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Credits

Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2016-2017

Position Name Term

Board Executive

President Matt Eade 2016 - 2019

Vice President Jack Etherington 2016 – 2019

Secretary Judi Armstrong 2017 – 2018 

Treasurer Ted McCollum 2015 - 2018

Past President Dave Osborne 2016 – 2019

Board Directors 

Director Angie Stirk 2016 – 2019

Director Thomas Cull 2017 – 2020 

Director Ian Michel 2017 – 2020

Director Cathy Bell (COA Representative) 2016 – present 

OPP Staff Partners and Previous Board Members

Honorary Chair J. V. N. (Vince) Hawkes - OPP Commissioner

Honorary Director Christine (Chris) Johnstone - Museum Curator 
• OPP Museum Liaison Officer

Honorary Director Nancy Merriman - Manager, Communications Support Unit, Corporate Communications
• Corporate Communications Representative

Previous Presidents Dave Osborne (2014–2017), Pat Bromley (2012-2014), Norm Feaver (2011-2012), 
Doug Cole (2009-2011), Dorothy Duncan (2008-2009), Sandra Stanton (2008)

Previous Honorary Chairs Chris Lewis, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2010- 2014)
Julian Fantino, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2008-2010)

Previous Board Members Paul Delaney, Paul Laing, Rod Williams, Linda Rodenburg, Rae Fleming, Bruce Waite, 
Angie Howe, Dorothy Duncan, Sandy Thomas, Dave Truax, Sandra Stanton, Norm Feaver, 
Terry Hehn, Doug Cole, Pat Bromley, Bernie Murphy, Len Aitchison, Lori Doonan, Angie 
McCollum, Debbie Sokoloskie

Volume 10 Issue 2 July 2017
Printed by OPP Print Shop
Layout by Jenn Kanstein, OPP Graphic Designer 

Publisher
Friends of The OPP Museum
The OPP Museum 

Editorial Committee 
Len Aitchison, Volunteer
Ellen Blaubergs, Volunteer
Chris Johnstone, Museum Curator 
Nancy Merriman, Manager,  
Communications Support Unit

Direct all editorial queries and address changes to:
Jennifer Bennett, Friends Executive Assistant 
Friends of The OPP Museum
777 Memorial Avenue, ORILLIA ON L3V 7V3
(705) 330-4178 • support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 

The Editorial Committee welcomes submissions but reserves the right 
to consider their suitability for publication, as well as the right to edit 
for content and layout. 

Views expressed in any material contained in this newsletter are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the 
Ontario Provincial Police or Friends of The OPP Museum.

© Friends of The OPP Museum and Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 2017
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Register and donate online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

For more information, visit our website or contact 
Friends of The OPP Museum at (705)330-4178 or  

support@oppmuseumfriends.ca

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

CELEBRATORY BBQ
PRIZE DRAWS

$75 IN PLEDGES
HYDRATION / RIDE SUPPORT

TEE SHIRT

YOGA & STRETCHING

Support Friends of The OPP Museum in their mission to preserve and  
celebrate the history of the OPP and its place in Ontario heritage!

REGISTER BY JULY 31 WITH $150 IN PLEDGES AND RECEIVE A HIGH QUALITY CYCLING JERSEY!

AT  SA INTE -MARIE  AMONG THE  HURONS MIDLAND,  ON.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

Heritage Walk
5K

10K

WALK OR RUN

25K
50K

100K

RIDE

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca
mailto:support%40oppmuseumfriends.ca?subject=Pedal%20for%20the%20Past%202017

