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May 2011NEWSLETTER

An interesting piece of Ontario Provincial Police history 

was recently turned over to an OPP member in Arizona, 

USA.  This historical artifact is a past OPP Assistant 

Commissioner wallet badge, allegedly won at a  

poker game played in 1974 at Wolseley Barracks in 

London, Ontario.  Research into this badge’s origins has 

led to many questions and few answers. 

Questions Remain…

Unfortunately, many questions remain unanswered as 

historically OPP wallet badges are not always linked 

to a particular owner.  The current badge design was 

introduced in the 1960s by Commissioner Eric Silk.  

The badge discovered in Arizona is an interesting variant 

of this badge.  It is identical in shape, size and weight to 

the OPP badges of today.  It possesses no name, number, 

or identifier on the reverse, and as a result, we have 

not determined its owner.  It does, however, have a few 

anomalies that may help us solve this enigma.

What We Know…

The badge’s inscribed rank of Assistant 

Commissioner no longer exists.  Phased out in 1982, 

the Assistant Commissioner rank figured above the  

Chief Superintendent, but below the Deputy 

Commissioner in the rank structure of the OPP.  On a 

badge belonging to a Commissioned Officer, one would 

expect to see yellow gold-colouring with lettering in 

red enamel.  This particular badge, however, possesses 

very light brass or gold colouring as well as lettering  

in blue enamel, typically associated with the silver 

badges of Non-Commissioned Officers.  Could this badge 

be a prototype or the first of its kind?

 

Who won the Poker Game?

The facts surrounding this badge’s recovery make it 

a very interesting and mysterious story.  Who was the 

Assistant Commissioner who owned this badge?  What 

is the story behind the poker game in which it was lost?  

Can you help us solve this mystery?  

Contact The OPP Museum at opp.museum@ontario.

ca if you are able to fill in the blanks.

B y  S t e p h a n i e  L a n d s b e r g

Lost and Found: 
Help Us Solve This Mystery!
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New OPP Fun Books are being 

introduced this spring! With 

new activities added and new 

cover designs, these books will be 

available in the museum’s gallery, 

at Friends events and through 

Uniform Recruitment officers at 

special events.  

Editor’s Message

I am pleased to take on the role of editor for the Friends 

of The OPP Museum.  This spring newsletter is the result 

of the efforts of a dedicated team of individuals and I am 

proud to have my name associated with their hard work.  

Enjoy the newsletter.  It is filled with bits and pieces 

of what we are about, up-coming museum events and 

interesting facts and stories about the OPP.  If you have 

suggestions about future articles or ideas about items 

for inclusion in the newsletter, please contact me at:   

cathy.bell@ontario.ca.

Thank you for supporting the Friends!

   - Cathy Bell 

President’s Message

This is my final newsletter message to the Friends of The 

OPP Museum, as your President. It has been a pleasure to 

serve for the past 2 years, and I look forward to continuing 

on the Board as your Past President. Friends have come 

a long way as a volunteer, charitable group since we were 

established on May 22, 2008. As you will see from the 

pages of this newsletter, your Board has been very busy 

planning and carrying out a great many activities that 

support and promote The OPP Museum. I especially 

want to encourage members to attend our upcoming May 

25th event. This day will be a real milestone for Friends, 

as we unveil Temagami, meet the Commissioner at the 

Members Social and hold our 2010 AGM. It will be a 

great day – please plan to attend.

   - Doug Cole

Introducing our new Editor – Cathy Bell

Staff Sergeant Cathy Bell has agreed to be our 

newsletter editor for the next two years. Cathy currently 

serves with the OPP in Corporate Services Command 

as the Executive Officer for the Provincial Commander.  

She began her policing career with the Sault Ste. Marie 

Police Service and has been with the OPP since 1994. 

We look forward to Cathy’s newsletter creations as she 

blends Friends news and accomplishments with Museum 

updates and OPP heritage stories. Welcome Cathy, and 

best wishes from all the members.
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With spring officially upon us, it is a great time to reflect 

on what was a busy and productive winter season we’ve 

enjoyed, and on how much progress we have to celebrate.  

In particular, the museum benefited greatly from a very 

successful partnership with Lakehead University.  

Bachelor of Education Teacher Candidate Natasha 

Bascevan completed an internship with the museum in 

order to gain greater perspective as a teacher outside of the 

traditional classroom setting.  As a result of her hard work, 

the museum was able to host two very successful March 

Break children’s programs and a structured grade four/

five school trip visit, none of which would have been offered 

without her, as the museum does not currently have the staff 

to provide programming to visitors.  The museum is also now 

in mid-production on a visitor orientation guide book, with 

contributions from Natasha, that is intended to specifically 

help teachers, Community Service Officers or other service 

group leaders to use the museum’s gallery space to teach their 

own groups about OPP history.  The guide book will include 

information about how to book a visit, the current exhibit and 

provide a number of pre-visit, in-gallery and post-visit wrap 

up worksheets and suggested activities.  Guide books will 

be available for pick up in late summer, or can be requested 

by contacting the museum at opp.museum@ontario.ca.  

Are you heading out for a visit to the museum this spring?  

Bring the kids or grandkids along!  The gallery now features 

even more fun kid-friendly activities!  And debuting May 25th  

will be a re-vamped vintage vehicle exhibit with an 

interactive kiosk to showcase the addition of Temagami 

 and Car 100 to Public Street.  

march break program “Reader’s Theatre” participants testify at the trial of Alexander “Big Bad” Wolfe,  
charged with the destruction of property and the murder of mr. Straw Pig and mr. Stick Pig.   
After a unanimous vote, mr. Wolfe was found not-guilty on all charges by a jury of his peers!  

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s message
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This past February 12 and 13th, 2011, Friends of The  

OPP Museum provided an activity booth at the Orillia 

Winter Carnival. While the winds and minus temperatures 

provided a challenge to the shelter tent and display items, 

we were able to give away over 6oo children’s buttons 

featuring stories from the OPP’s past. In addition, 

promotional cards and brochures on the Museum were 

distributed to adults over the two days. Friends of The 

OPP Museum also helped to sponsor the dog sled rides, 

which were provided free of charge to Winter Carnival 

visitors. All in all, a great time was had by everyone!  

Ah, the Joys of a Winter Carnival!
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Friends Faces

Rob Keery and Loretta Bartman preparing the November 2010 
issue of the Friends’ Newsletter for mailing.

Commissioner Lewis, Volunteer Donna Young and President 
Doug Cole at the Wellington County Detachment opening in 
Fergus, April 29, 2011.

Ethan Waram dresses up and signals his approval at the 
Wellington County Detachment opening in Fergus.

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends  

are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable  

registration #81381 0819 RR 0001). Anyone wishing to 

make a donation to the museum’s artifact collection should 

contact the museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

Donations

Notice is given to our 100 plus members of Friends of  

The OPP Museum that our 2011 AGM will be held on  

Wednesday May 25th from 2:30 - 3:30 pm  at the auditorium  

in General Headquarters, 777 Memorial Ave, Orillia. 

The agenda includes tabling  the 2010 audited financial 

statements, the appointing of Auditors for 2011, receiving 

the president’s report, plus the election of Board Directors 

for 2011/12.

Annual General Meeting Notice
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Victor Williams, the second commissioner, and third 

leader of the Ontario Provincial Police, joined the OPP 

after a distinguished career in the military, and left a lasting 

imprint of his own military training on the organization. 

Changes made during Williams’ administration created 

much of the present structure of the OPP.

Williams became OPP commissioner on April 7, 1922, 

after retiring from the military as a decorated Brigadier 

General. With his experience as commander in battle, 

Williams was prepared to be a decisive and forceful 

leader.  He wasted no time in leaving his stamp on 

the OPP organization. With the creation and periodic 

publication of Police Orders, the commissioner drew 

the force together by communicating directly with the 

rank and file.  The Orders also communicated a more 

progressive approach to policing.  Prevention of crime 

as well as apprehension and punishment were now to be 

part of the policeman’s role.

The new police transfer policy moved officers to 

different detachments so that they would not become 

too entrenched in their home regions.  Through regular 

inspections, foot drill, saluting and the assignment of 

badges and badge numbers to each officer, Williams 

introduced military-type order and discipline to the force. 

Williams replaced the mix of uniforms worn by officers 

with a new military type standard which included Stetson 

hats, a khaki outfit for summer wear, a Sam Browne 

duty belt and fur hats for winter. Under Williams’ 

administration, the salaries of constables increased and 

the men were graded into four classes based on seniority.

After a trip to England to study policing in that country, 

Williams increased the reach of the OPP into Ontario’s 

rural areas by gradually replacing constables appointed 

by the county with provincially appointed police.  Policing 

in areas outside of cities and towns that administered 

District No. 10 officers with Commissioner Williams on the steps of the Port Arthur Courthouse, circa 1940.  2009.125.26

The Legacy of a Commissioner     
Victor Arthur Seymour Williams 

B y  J i m  W a t t 
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their own force would now fall upon the OPP. The force 

further increased its service coverage when the entire 

highway patrol of the Department of Public Highways, after 

the urgings of Commissioner Williams, became part of 

the OPP structure under the name Motorcycle Patrol (MCP). 

By establishing a central records office with fingerprint and 

photographic equipment, Williams enhanced the ability 

of the OPP to apprehend lawbreakers. His changes helped 

ensure that the OPP would function as a professional 

organization.

Commissioner Williams reached the age of 70 on June 

2, 1937 and according to the rules, was superannuated. 

However, through an Order in Council, Williams remained 

at his post, albeit at a reduced salary. Two years later, the 

Government appointed W. H Stringer, who had departed 

the OPP to become Fire Marshall, to the post of Commissioner 

of the OPP.  Williams’ tenure of 17 years had come to an end.

This retirement did not proceed without acrimony. As 

it turned out Victor Williams, the longest serving 

commissioner of the O.P.P. did not want to retire.  According 

to a newspaper report in the Telegram, dated Sept 2, 1939, 

Attorney-General Gordon Conant requested the 

resignation of Williams who was “dumbfounded” at such a 

request, refused it and was consequently “ordered from his 

office at Queen’s Park on order of the Attorney-General.”  In 

the article, Williams states the only reason for his retirement 

given by the Attorney-General, was that “he was too old.”

The next day, Williams did not proceed to his office and failed 

to turn up for a pre-arranged press conference to announce 

his retirement.  In a follow up letter, Attorney-General 

Conant stated that he was “surprised and grieved” at the 

article in the Telegram, which “presents a most inaccurate 

impression of what took place yesterday….In view of the 

newspaper item…I assume that it is no longer your intention 

to continue…as Commissioner of Police for Ontario.” With 

this letter, the Attorney-General dismissed the reluctant 

Williams.

It is unfortunate that this incident occurred at the end of such 

a distinguished career. Changes to the OPP occurring during 

the watch of Victor Williams went a long way toward 

creating a modern police force.  As a letter from a Williams’ 

supporter in the Department of Highways indicates, “The 

discipline and record of the force is and has been of the most 

satisfactory character and this, after all, is the true gauge of 

the service you have rendered in your Department”. 

As a veteran of over 20 years in the Canadian military, 

achieving the rank of Brigadier-General, Williams became 

steeped in military practices and traditions.  It was logical 

that  when he took over command of the nascent Ontario 

police force that he would turn to a style of leadership 

and organization that had worked for him.  A hierarchical 

command structure, including the rank of Corporal and 

Sergeant, and military practices, such as marching and 

saluting, all became an integral part of OPP tradition.  This 

tradition has anchored the OPP over the years, and is part of 

the legacy of Victor Williams.*

*With references taken from materials held in the collection 

of The OPP Museum, including some of Williams’ personal 

papers recently acquired at auction, along with his badge 

and warrant card, through the generous support of  

Friends of The OPP Museum.  

Sources:   

Higley 

Commissioner Victor Williams’ papers:   

Letter from the Office of the Department  

of Highways, Sept. 3, 1939 

Letter from Attorney General Conant, Sept 3, 1939   

Commissioner VAS Williams and District Inspector Palmer at the 
opening of the Ivy lea Bridge, near Gananoque, ontario, August 18, 
1938.  2009.28.8
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B y  J i m  W a t tThe Distinguished Career of William Perrin

The OPP Museum is grateful to have recently added an 

interesting donation of photographs, certificates and a 

unique set of badges to its collection from the late Chief 

Superintendent William Perrin, who enjoyed a 

particularly interesting and varied career.  

During World War II Perrin served, first in the British 

Army in Italy and then Austria. Early on his special 

talents for investigation and administration were 

recognized. After the war he transferred to the British 

Foreign Office and served with the Allied Commission in 

the administration of Displaced Persons camps. 

In 1950 he joined the London Metropolitan Police 

and served as a uniformed constable and aide to the 

criminal investigation department until September of 

1953.  Immigrating to Canada in 1953, Perrin enlisted 

in the Canadian Forces and continued his career as an 

investigator serving with the Canadian Army Special 

Investigation Section of the Provost Corps. 

In 1956 Perrin brought this investigative experience to the 

OPP as a Provincial Constable.  Beginning his OPP career 

in Cornwall promotions followed rapidly. He advanced 

to Corporal in 1966; served as Detachment Supervisor 

in Lancaster, and in 1968,  Perrin was promoted to 

Detective Sergeant and transferred to Toronto General 

Headquarters as a member of the new Counterfeit Section 

of the Special Services Branch.

Becoming a Detective Inspector in 1972, Perrin joined 

the prestigious Criminal Investigation Branch where 

he investigated 31 murders.  After six years with CIB, 

Perrin was promoted to Superintendent and assumed 

command of the Anti-Rackets Branch. Perrin reached the 

pinnacle of his career as Chief Superintendent in charge 

of Investigative Support Division with responsibility for 

the Intelligence Branch, Security Branch, Registration 

Branch and Technical Services Branch.

William Perrin retired as Chief Superintendent on May 

31, 1987, thus ending a most distinguished career with 

the OPP.  The OPP Museum is honoured to have received 

these career highlights and wishes to extend personal 

thanks to the Perrin family and to Ray Westgarth for 

his kindness and assistance. 
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Wednesday, May 25th, 2011
A Day of Celebration!

General Headquarters will be the site of a very special 

day for Friends, The OPP Museum, and the OPP as a 

whole. On this day we will be unveiling the restored 

Boat #1, Temagami which will be displayed on Public 

Street between Car 1 and Car 100 as part of a newly re-

vamped museum display.  The exhibit marks a significant 

recognition of the importance of the OPP’s Marine Unit 

contributions to the OPP’s policing role in Ontario since 

1949. Your Friends Board is especially pleased to have 

played a prominent role in bringing Temagami home, 

through our $12,000 purchase of this important artifact.  

The event begins at 10:30 in the General Headquarters 

Auditorium with some formal speeches, an official ribbon 

cutting and photo opportunities.  A special luncheon 

for Friends members will follow at approximately 12:00 

hosted by Commissioner Chris D. Lewis, Honorary 

Chair of Friends (RSVP is required – please see member 

invitation).  Commissioner Lewis has been a member 

and strong supporter of Friends since our start in 2008, 

and we look forward to meeting with him.

Our day will finish off with the Friends of The OPP  

Museum Annual General Meeting.  This meeting will 

take place in the Auditorium from 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

(refreshments to follow). 

Please mark May 25th on your calendar and plan to 

attend this day of celebration!

Silent Auction
B y  P a t  B r o m l e y

Friends of The OPP Museum partnered with 
the Coldwater Canadiana Heritage Museum, 
(CCHM), to organize a curling bonspiel and 
silent auction scheduled for November, 2010.  
Although the bonspiel did not go ahead due to 
lack of team entries, thanks to the support of 
the OPP, the silent auction took place at OPP 
General Headquarters.  The committee received 
great sponsorship from area businesses and 
a number of interesting items were obtained 
for the auction.  Tables were set up for two 
days, November 24th and 25th, in the public 
concourse outside The OPP Museum. The 
combination of public bids and the participation 
of OPP employees resulted in over $3,000.00 
to be divided equally between Friends and the 
Coldwater Museum.  The funds will assist with 
the preservation and display of historically 
significant boats at each Museum.

Thanks to the efforts of the joint committee of  
Elaine and Wayne Scott (CCHM), Ellen 
Blaubergs and Pat Bromley (Friends), as well 
as volunteers and all those who participated, the 
silent auction was a great success. 
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 Who am I? Can you help?  
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us a 

line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2003.76.184

2003.76.142

2003.76.158

2003.76.139

2008.13.53 2003.76.177
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Upcoming Events

 May 18, 2011 Friends Board Meeting at GHQ, 3:30 - 6:00 p.m.

 May 25, 2011 Unveiling of the Temagami, 10:30 a.m., GHQ Auditorium

 May 25, 2011 Commissioner’s Luncheon (by invitation only - RSVP required)

 May 25, 2011 Annual General Meeting, 2:30 p.m., GHQ Auditorium

 May 27-29, 2011 Three Museums Book Sale - 45 Mississaga Street, Downtown Orillia

 September 8, 2011 Friends of The OPP Museum Bike Ride, 10:30 a.m., GHQ  (details on back cover)

Friends of The OPP Museum is a volunteer, charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum.  

The museum, located in General Headquarters, 777 Memorial Avenue, Orillia, ON L3V 7V3, is open free of charge  

to the public, Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (except statutory holidays).  

OPP Museum Telephone (705) 329-6889

Board Directorships

We are pleased to report that all 3 directors whose terms are ending this coming June have agreed to let their names 

stand at the Annual General Meeting for re-election to additional 3 year terms. 

These include:

• Doug Cole (current President) 

• Sandra Stanton (current Secretary) 

• Angie McCollum (presently chair of the Outreach and Membership working groups)

At the May 25th AGM these three names will be presented to the membership for their approval. If requested by the 

members present at the AGM, additional nominations will be accepted from the floor, and elections held. 

Other current Board members of Friends of The OPP Museum are Pat Bromley (Vice President and chair of the 

Fundraising working group), Terry Hehn (Treasurer), Len Aitchison (Director), Norm Feaver (Director),  

Ted McCollum (Director and chair of the Admin and Finance working group), Dave Truax (Director, COA),  

Chris Johnstone (Honorary Director), Rick Philbin (Honorary Director), Nancy Merriman (OPP Representative 

and Chair of the Communications working group), Commissioner Chris D. Lewis (Honorary Chairman). 

Currently, Board meetings are the third Wednesday of each month, 3:30 – 6:00 pm at General Headquarters in 

Orillia. Any member of Friends is welcome to attend the regular Board meetings as an observer.

Coming Soon - oppmuseumfriends.ca
We are building our own Friends website over the summer 

months. Please visit the site for a preview of the upcoming 

event - unveiling of the Temagami.



Friends of The OPP Museum Bike Ride
What:  

A lovely 50 or 100 kilometre bike ride (your choice) on paved roads through the beautiful wooded hills  
and rolling farmland of rural Oro-Medonte with friends, colleagues and family!

Who: 
Law enforcement personnel, friends and family.  

OPP Commissioner Chris D. Lewis will lead the riders at the start.

Why: 
Get some exercise and support the Friends and The OPP Museum in their mission  

to preserve the history of the OPP and its place in Ontario heritage.

When: 
Thursday, September 8, 2011, 10.30 a.m.

Where: 
The Bike Ride leaves and returns to OPP GHQ in Orillia.

Cost: 
Each rider will be expected to raise $200 in sponsorships from friends and families.  

Every cent of raised money will benefit the Museum. Corporate sponsorships are also available.

Perks: 
Beside a great ride with friends and family, each rider will receive a high-quality cycling jersey  

designed for the event. Hydration and assistance stations will be available along the route. Participants will 
share a celebratory meal at the Steakout Cafeteria at GHQ. The top three fundraisers and their life partners 

will be taken out to dinner by the Commissioner and his spouse, OPP Superintendent Angie Howe.

This is a friendly road ride on pavement, not a race!  
A fast group and a relaxed pace group will be led by ride organizers.

        Don’t miss this opportunity – Please register by June 15, 2011!

                       Visit http://www.opp.ca/museum/en/museum/friends.php  
                         or call Walter Van Essen at (519) 393-6123 for a registration form!

                             Friends of The OPP Museum, a volunteer, 
                             charitable organization, supports and 
                             promotes The OPP Museum


