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Patricia Bromley and Ted McCollum welcoming guests  
(Photo by Tiffany Taylor) 

Bob Arbour and Paula Drew (Photo by Tiffany Taylor) 

Deputy Commissioner Vince Hawkes and Rod Williams 
(Photo by Tiffany Taylor) 

“See What You Started” Reunion b y  D o u g  C o l e

On February 20th, a special Heritage Week Friends eve-
ning was held at The OPP Museum for past and current 
Board members, 5-year Friends members, former and 
current Museum staff, and OPP personnel and special 
guests who have assisted Friends since 2008. In total, 
36 people gathered to view some of the changes that are 
currently underway at the Museum. A highlight of the 
still “under construction” gallery is the prominent place 
played by artifacts which Friends has purchased and/or 
restored over the years including:

•	 V.A.S.	Williams	warrant	card	and	Commissioner	 
badge from 1922

•	 Boat	#1	Temagami from 1949

•	OP	Collar	Dog,	1910

•	Major	restoration	of	the	1931	Henderson	motorcycle

These will all be incorporated into the new exhibit  

entitled Behind	 the	 Badge	 -	 The	 Story	 of	 the	 Ontario	 

Provincial Police which will open on May 28th.

Guests were brought up to date by current Board mem-
bers	about	some	of	the	2014	projects	and	initiatives	being	
worked	on	by	Friends.	From	first	 ideas	and	concepts	 in	
2008 -2009 to help recognize the OPP’s heritage, many 
tasks have now come to fruition. In addition, a great deal 
of work has gone into areas that were never foreseen, 
making Friends today into a more comprehensive volun-
teer charitable organization.

To	top	off	 the	Heritage	Week	reunion,	Dishpan	cookies	
and King Edward cake were baked and served by Friends 
executive assistant, Ellen Blaubergs. These two recipes 
were featured in the booklet, MUSH, written in 2008 by 
past	Friends	Board	president,	Dorothy	Duncan.	

Our	guests	seemed	to	enjoy	the	opportunity	to	socialize,	

continued on following page...
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b y  D o u g  C o l e“See What You Started” Reunion (continued) 

reminisce and make suggestions for the future. While a 
great deal has been accomplished, everyone acknowl-
edged there is so much more great work to be done. 

Some	of	 the	special	guests	who	dropped	by	for	the	eve-
ning	included	past	president	Sandra	Stanton	and	former	
Board	 members	 Sandy	 Thomas,	 Bruce	 Waite	 and	 Rod	
Williams.	Sandra,	Bruce,	Rod	and	Doug	Cole	were	mem-
bers	 of	 the	 original	 Friends	 Board	 of	 Directors.	 Doug	
read an email aloud from The Honourable Julian Fan-
tino,	 OPP	 Commissioner	 (Retired)	 and	 past	 Honorary	
Friends of The OPP Museum	Chair,	in	which	he	extended	
his	best	wishes.	The	late	Paul	Delaney,	another	original	
Board member, was also remembered. Long-time mem-
bers	Navjot	Malhi	and	Donna	Young	made	the	trip	from	
Brampton	while	Dave	James	and	Ontario	Provincial	Po-
lice	Veterans’	Association	President	Bob	Arbour	travelled	
all	 the	 way	 from	 Dundas	 and	 Burlington,	 respectively.	
We thank you all for making the trek to Orillia.

Deputy	Commissioner	Vince	Hawkes	 brought	 greetings	
from	Commissioner	Lewis	who	was	unable	to	attend.	He	
emphasized how much the OPP appreciates the work of 
the Museum and Friends. All present congratulated him 
on	 his	 appointment	 to	 Commissioner,	 which	 was	 an-
nounced earlier that day.

Perhaps	 plans	 for	 the	 next	 “See	 What	 You	 Started”	 
evening should be started for 2018.

Inspector John Trude and Doug Cole (Photo by Tiffany Taylor) 

Gayle Schofield, Rob and Fran Keery (Photo by Tiffany Taylor) 

b y  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e eEditorial Message

Welcome	 to	 our	 first	 Newsletter	 for	 2014.	 Your	 Board	

of	 Directors	 has	 been	 busy	 laying	 out	 our	 budget	 for	

the year as well as enhancing some internal processes 

to ensure that the efforts and resources of or members 

and supporters are properly managed. In addition, we 

have been setting the groundwork for our fundraising 

activities for the coming year. In this edition, we report on 

a very successful reunion of present and past Boards and 

members as well as a peek into the new Museum display 

theme	scheduled	for	this	spring.	Since	the	Museum	has	

remained open during the re-construction, you have had 

the opportunity to watch the new displays unfold. As 

well, one of the most successful and enduring Museum 

displays, the travelling ‘Arresting Images’ collection, takes 

on a new life. This will be our second year managing the 

Newsletter through a committee rather than a dedicated 

editor. We think we have managed to at least maintain 

the high standards of our predecessors. None of this is 

possible without the dedicated work of our volunteers, 

staff and OPP partners.

Erratum 
Our October 2013 Newsletter	(page	4)	misidentified	Karl	Barnhart	as	a	former	member	of	the	OPP.	 
He	actually	served	with	Peel	Regional	Police.	We	apologize	to	Karl	for	this	error.
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b y  P a t r i c i a  B r o m l e yPresident’s Message

Welcome to 2014, a year marking many anniversaries for the 

Ontario Provincial Police and a refresh of the OPP Museum 

exhibits. Friends of The OPP Museum is in its 6th year of 

operation	 and	 excited	 about	 its	 largest	 financial	 project,	

the restoration of the Henderson motorcycle, which will 

be completed this year and on display in the new Museum 

exhibit.

Friends of The OPP Museum has embarked on some 

changes	as	the	result	of	recent	Committee	work.	You	may	

have	 already	 noticed	 our	 new	 Supporter/Membership	

form that allows supporters of the Museum and Friends to 

select becoming a member and/or to support through their 

donations	and	be	recognized	at	one	of	five	selected	donation	

levels. Further recognition initiatives are undergoing 

discussion	currently	at	these	Committee	meetings.

Our	Volunteer	Committee	is	preparing	a	Volunteer	Package	

to be distributed in the near future to anyone who is 

interested in volunteering with Friends. The application 

process is intended to identify personal interests as well as 

ensure the needs and legal requirements of our organization 

are	met.	 Please	 contact	 the	 office	 if	 you	 are	 interested	 in	

becoming involved and volunteering.

On	February	20th	at	our	“See	What	You	Started”	reunion,	

on	 behalf	 of	 the	 Friends	 Board	 of	 Directors	 I	 happily	

accepted a generous support donation from the OPP 

Commissioned	Officers’	Association	(COA).	This	support	is	

in addition to their participation in our annual bike ride. It 

is very gratifying to know that the leadership of the OPP is 

behind us. Inspector John Trude travelled to Orillia to make 

a formal cheque presentation and we thank him very much!

This will be my last Newsletter report as President, as I 

will be stepping down at the May Annual General Meeting 

(AGM)	and	will	serve	one	more	year	as	Director	in	the	Past	

President	position.	I	have	enjoyed	the	Board	for	the	past	five	

years and endured the past two years as President, thanks 

to	 an	 active	 and	 engaged	 Board	 of	 Directors,	 members	

and volunteers. As an organization we have increased our 

Outreach	 events	 and	 participation;	 acquired	 significant	

artifacts	 for	 the	Museum,	 and	 continue	 to	 seek	 financial	

support	through	fundraisers	such	as	the	Annual	Bike	Ride.

At the AGM, we will also be seeking nominations for the 

position	of	Director.	We	have	two	positions	maturing	in	May,	

with one incumbent willing to stand again for another term. 

If you or someone you know is interested in considering 

being nominated for election to a position, please contact 

the	Friends	Office	as	soon	as	possible.	An	advertisement	for	

this position can be found in this Newsletter.

I wish to close this message with a huge thank you to the 

Board	 of	 Directors,	 the	 Commissioner	 and	 the	 OPP,	 our	

Executive	Assistant	Ellen	Blaubergs,	our	Museum	Curator	

Christine	Johnstone	and	her	staff,	volunteers	and	members	

for all your support, enthusiasm and dedication in making 

my experience on this Board a delight.

COA support cheque presentation with Inspector John Trude, 
President Patricia Bromley and Treasurer Ted McCollum.
(Photo by Tiffany Taylor)

If	you	have	not	already	done	so,	please	complete	the	enclosed	form	(both	sides)	and	mail	to	Friends	of	The OPP 

Museum along with payment.

Annual Renewal Support Reminder
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b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message

As the February blahs fade, there is no shortage of work 

around the Museum as gallery renovations are in full 

swing preparing for our May 28, 2014 opening date. 

It is very rewarding to see the changes unfold. We are 

excited to be including some newly acquired artifacts 

and photographs that have never been on display before. 

We are also preparing lots of other treasures that have 

been in storage and are now ready to be shared. It has 

been wonderful to be able to reach out to present and 

former OPP members and their families to collect stories 

and	objects.	We	have	been	very	 fortunate	 to	have	 these	

individuals take time out to travel to Orillia and share 

with us the stories of their lives, and the lives of their loved 

ones. It inspires us, as the design team, to want to bring 

to life the times and situations that these men and women 

faced and to share with our audience the experiences and 

the lessons that can be learned from the past. We’re also 

working closely with many currently serving members to 

find	out	more	about	how	the	OPP	works	today	in	order	to	

ensure where we can that the historic pieces we interpret 

are connected with how policing is done today. 

Lots of hands have been involved in the installation 

process	as	Museum	staff	 is	 joined	by	volunteers	willing	

to give us their time and energy. No task has proven too 

big or too small; we’ve even taken to recruiting volunteers 

with a very special skill set – that of Lego assembly 

engineer!	 Pictured	 here	 are	 Jack	 and	 Heidi	 Cope	 with	

their	finished	projects.	Thanks	to	their	efforts,	our	newly	

installed Friends of The OPP Museum donation bin 

includes an interesting display to be examined, and our 

Kidzone will feature expanded activities to explore! 

Be sure to come to the museum when our new exhibit, 

Behind	 the	Badge	 -	The	Story	of	 the	Ontario	Provincial	

Police opens at the end of May 2014. 

The Museum is open while we are under construction 

Monday through Friday 8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Jack and Heidi Cope (Photo by Sarah Cope)

b y  J e a n i e  T u m m o n

Creative	projects,	often	years	 in	 the	making,	oftentimes	

find	new	life	by	influencing	other	creative	ventures.	Such	

is the case with Arresting Images: Mug shots from The 

OPP Museum,	 the	Museum’s	 first	 travelling	 exhibition.	

Now at its 17th venue since opening in 2009, Arresting 

Images is still going strong, with thousands of kilometres 

and	visitors	to	its	credit.	It	will	find	new	audiences	when	

the independent documentary feature - Mug shot - airs on 

TV	Ontario	in	the	fall	of	2014.	The	Museum’s	collection	

of	early	criminal	identification	photographs	and	research	

from	 the	 exhibition	 provided	 filmmaker	 Dennis	 Mohr	

with	 important	 historical	 context	 for	 the	 film’s	 look	 at	

some of the more contemporary issues involving mug 

shots, public safety and artistic practice.

The author is the Arresting Images Exhibition Curator 

and a long-time Friend.  

Arresting Images is on display at the City of Waterloo 

Museum until May 9, 2014 

http://www.waterloo.ca/en/government/

currentexhibition.asp

Mug Shot Documentary  
to Feature Arresting Images
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b y  D o u g  C o l e The Bertillon Signaletic System (BSS)

The photos featured in the travelling exhibition Arresting 

Images: Mug shots from The OPP Museum show how early 

photography	began	to	be	used	in	criminal	identification	

at	 the	 turn	 of	 the	 20th	 century.	 Criminal	 identification	

techniques were developed in 1879 by Alphonse Bertillon, 

a French criminologist and anthropologist. Before 

Bertillon,	criminals	were	identified	through	eyewitnesses	

and unorganized random photographs. 

This	article	provides	a	glimpse	of	the	Bertillon	Signaletic	

System	(BSS)	of	descriptive	photography,	known	by	those	

in the photography world as “Bertillonage.” His system 

and studies would provide policing all over the world 

with	 its	 first	 major	 scientific	 step	 forward	 in	 criminal	

identification.

The	key	 to	 the	BSS	was	 that	 it	 recorded	an	 individual’s	

characteristics via 14 precise measurements of the head 

and body, with additional records for shape formations 

of the ear, eyebrow, mouth, and eye, plus any noteworthy 

facial	features	(e.g.	scars,	tattoos).	The	BSS	also	allowed	

for personality characteristics and “disorders” to be 

entered into the records. All measurements were recorded 

onto	frontal	and	profile	portrait	photographs,	first	known	

as Bertillon cards, but later called “mug shots.” These 

cards	were	then	filed	systematically	and	cross	referenced.	

In	Great	Britain	the	filing	cards	were	nicknamed	“Rogue’s	

Gallery”, a term popularized by Inspector Byrnes of 

the	New	York	City	Police.	The	only	things	missing	were	

fingerprint	 records,	which	were	not	part	 of	 the	original	

format, as Mr. Bertillon was skeptical of their worth. He 

would later revise his opinion and accept them.

Some	of	the	key	dates	in	the	development	of	the	Bertillon	

System	are:

1883: Paris Police adopts the system to identify  

 repeat criminals.

1884:	 At	a	special	demonstration,	Bertillon	identifies 

 241 multiple offenders, causing a positive stir  

 among attending European law enforcement  

	 officers.

1888:	 Bertillon	sets	up	the	Paris	Police	Department	of	 

	 Judicial	Identity	and	serves	as	its	first	Chief.	

1893: Making his North American debut Bertillon  

 demonstrates his techniques at the World  

	 Columbian	Exposition	in	Chicago.

1896:	 A	260-page	book	on	BSS	is	published	by	 

 Werner Press, which would spread  

 “Bertillonage” worldwide.

In	 Canada,	 Bertillon’s	 system	 would	 be	 recognized	

federally with the passing of An Act Respecting the 

Identification of Criminals in 1898. This Act would 

later	 be	 revised	 to	 allow	 finger	 prints	 (1908)	 and	 the	

sanctioning	of	criminal	identification	photography	(1911).

Bertillon would go on to create other policing techniques 

such as tripod photography to record undisturbed 

crime scenes; metric grid photography; handwriting 

analysis; preservation of crime scene footprints and 

George Randall (2000.28.140) continued on following page...
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b y  D o u g  C o l e Outreach Message

It appears that 2014 will be another busy year for Outreach 

Committee	 volunteers.	 To	 date	we	 have	 booked	 over	 30	

community and OPP events that we will be attending over 

the next eight months. 

The key part to our Friends Outreach display over the past 

few years is the ever popular button making. We use a 

variety of images relating to the OPP’s past, as displayed 

at The OPP Museum. In this way we hope to encourage 

people to visit the Museum when they are in the Orillia 

area. The button images that we currently have “in stock” 

include: 

•	 Cloud	II	(OPP’s	hero	dog)	

•	 Car	#1	(1941	Chevrolet)

•	 Car	7-500	(1989	Chevrolet	Caprice)

•	 Trevor	–	the	Traffic	Safety	bug	(used	for	traffic	safety	

education	from	1969	to	the	early	1990s)	

•	 OPP	shoulder	flash	(1963	design)

•	 1977	Harley	Davidson	

•	 Kanaka	(one	of	the	OPP’s	first	Canine	Unit	dogs)	

•	 “Speed	Radar	Enforced	“	sign	from	the	1950s	 

(Electronic	Radar	Speed	Meter	first	deployed	on	the	

Queen	Elizabeth	Way	between	Toronto	and	Hamilton)

•	 DeHaviland	Turbo	Beaver	float	airplane	C-FOEZ	 

(for	use	in	NW	Ontario)

b y  D o u g  C o l e The Bertillon Signaletic System (BSS) (continued)

other impressions and even early ballistic testing – all of 

which would go on to have an impact on today’s forensic 

approach to evidence gathering.

Because the exacting photography and record keeping of 

BSS	would	prove	too	expensive	to	maintain,	many	police	

departments began to abandon the system in favour of a 

basic	 inventory	 of	 features	 (eye/hair	 colour	 plus	 height,	

age,	noteworthy	facial	and	body	marks)	supplemented	by	

frontal	and	profile	photos	and	eventually	fingerprint	cards.

The	legacy	of	the	Bertillon	classification	systems,	however,	

led to techniques that would allow information to be kept 

and shared between police forces and this principle is still 

fundamental today. 

For further research and reading:

Search	 out	 the	 book	 Suspect Identities. A history of 

fingerprinting and criminal identification	 by	 Simon	 A.	

Cole	(Harvard	University	Library,	1991).	pp	58	-59.

For	excellent	website	information	search:	“Visible	Proofs	–	

Forensic	Views	of	the	Body”.	Click	on	subsection	Galleries	

and look for units on Bertillon in the Biography, Exhibition 

Images and Artifacts sections. Note: there is a great photo 

of Bertillon’s studio at the 1893 World’s Exposition in 

Chicago	under	the	exhibition	image	section.

Lillie Williams alias Harrington (2000.28.141) 
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b y  D o u g  C o l e Outreach Message (continued)

•	 DeHaviland	Otter	airplane	C-GOPP	 

(acquired	in	1976	for	use	in	NE	Ontario)

•	 Provincial	Constable	badge	(used	prior	to	1909)

•	 1931	Henderson	Motorcycle	(oldest	known	OPP	vehicle)

•	 V.A.S.	Williams,	1922	Commissioner’s	badge

•	Tom Corsie	(patrol	boat	launched	at	Kenora	in	1966)	

•	 Three	other	button	images	that	were	made	for	related	

OPP	events	included	a	Junior	Constable	Badge,	the	

insignia	for	the	OPP	Veterans’	Association	and	Golden	

Helmets	Ridemaster,	Sergeant	Lise	Grenier

We are in the process of also developing fact sheets that will 

go out with each of our button images so visitors can learn 

more about these interesting stories from OPP history. 

This year all volunteers who help with the button making 

process	 will	 receive	 a	 special	 SLAMIT	 certificate	 of	

appreciation	(Special Logistic Advanced Metallic Imaging 

Technology).	 This	 recognizes	mastery	 of	 an	 occasionally	

finicky	 and	 frustrating	process.	 If	 you	want	 to	 volunteer	

at	our	Outreach	events,	please	contact	the	Friends	office.

The Museum’s 1931 Henderson motorcycle is currently 

being slowly reassembled by our restorer and a few items 

that	 required	 outside	 assistance	 are	 still	 being	 final-

ized.	Currently,	 the	 engine	 and	 transmission	have	been	

completely reassembled and set aside. The myriad of 

parts that make up the rest of the motorcycle have been 

cleaned,	 inspected,	 repaired	 and	 refinished.	 Because	 of	

the	specialized	facilities	required,	final	painting	and	elec-

troplating were contracted out and those parts have since 

been	returned.	The	fuel	tanks	(there	are	actually	two)	are	

a visual focal point of any motorcycle, and these are re-

portedly “eye-popping”, of course in a 1931 type of way.

We do not yet have a date when the bike will be returned 

to the Museum. If for no other reason, we don’t want to 

transport it back until the roads and weather are more 

favourable. Once we get a clear sense of the Henderson’s 

return, the Museum can turn its mind to planning a re-

dedication celebration. We are looking forward to having 

it home!

Henderson Motorcycle  
Restoration Project Update b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o n

Various parts ready for painting or re-installation (Photos by Chris Johnstone)
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The struggle for gender equality, which reached a pin-

nacle during the mid-20th century, increased pressure 

to break barriers preventing women from contributing to 

traditionally male dominated professions. In Ontario, the 

Solicitor	General’s	 office	 formed	a	 task	 force	 in	 1972	 to	

conduct a full review of policing practices throughout the 

province. When completed by 1974, it was highly recom-

mended women be offered the opportunity to serve their 

communities	as	sworn	officers.	

The	Ontario	Provincial	Police	allowed	women	to	join	the	

ranks in May of 1974. In this year, thirty six female of-

ficers	were	recruited	and	commenced	training	at	the	On-

tario	Provincial	Police	College	which	was	then	located	on	

Sherbourne	Street	in	Toronto.	

Upon	first	glance	at	the	uniquely	designed	uniforms	worn	

by	 the	first	 class	of	women,	 it	 is	 evident	 the	OPP’s	pio-

neering	female	officers	faced	an	uphill	battle	convincing	

some of their male counterparts of their ability to serve. 

The skirts, heels and holster purses did not last long how-

ever,	 and	 were	 replaced	 with	 uniform	 pants	 and	 Sam	

Browne duty belts by the second class of women recruited 

later that year. 

In	 1989,	 Commissioner	 O’Grady	 acknowledged	 this	

struggle in The First Fifteen Years – Women in  

Policing when he commented that “It would be remiss 

of me to suggest the introduction of female officers with-

in this organization was smooth and uneventful.” 

Continuing	advancements	 in	 safety	 equipment	with	 the	

introduction of soft body armour in 1982, along with 

changes in design, better accommodated a range of body 

types. Malleable Kevlar ballistic panels in vests which 

could be shortened at the waist and the simple addition 

of	stitched	darting	optimized	fit.	

“Finally, we were able to feel as comfortable in our attire 

as men, but still able to keep our identities as women. We 

came into this not to be men, but to be police officers.” 

Retired	 Staff	 Sergeant	 Wendy	 Wilson	 (class	 of	 1974),	

1999.

In	1998,	Sergeant	Debbie	Walker	Hele	collaborated	with	

the tailor shop to redesign a maternity uniform which 

more closely resembled standard issue, replacing the 

jumpsuits	pregnant	officers	were	previously	wearing	on	

active duty. 

Despite	initial	trepidation	felt	by	some	

members of the organization, it 

was apparent the women of the 

OPP were proving themselves 

as	 highly	 competent	 police	 offi-

cers not only on the road, but in a  

diverse range of specialized units.  

By the 1990s women were involved 

in	 such	fields	 as	 criminal	 inves-

tigation, drug enforcement, 

identification,	 intelligence,	 VIP	

security, marine operations, 

training and aircraft patrol. 

Tailored recruiting efforts, such 

as targeted OPP Bound pro-

gramming, has sought to draw 

more women to the policing 

profession.	 Since	 1974	 there	

has been a gradual increase in 

the	number	of	women	to	join	

the	 ranks.	 Currently,	 female	

Collection Corner: Women Join the Ranks  
– Celebrating Forty Years b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

The OPP Museum is fortunate 
to have an original 1974 
uniform. The first class of 
female officers wore light blue 
tailored shirts with shoulder flash 
insignia, dark blue long tunics with belts, 
medium length skirts, dark blue ties worn 
with gold coloured metal rings, black 
leather shoes with heels, and an all 
fabric cap with an OPP cap badge.  
The purse contained a holster for a 
.38 calibre snub nose revolver as 
well as a pouch for handcuffs.
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officers	 account	 for	 20.8%	 of	 the	 OPP’s	 total	 uniform	

count. 

After 40 years, the pioneering women of the OPP have 

solidly paved the way for the next generation of female 

recruits.	By	2014	there	are	few	historical	“firsts”	for	wom-

en left to conquer within the organization. From Provin-

cial	 Constable	 to	 Commissioner,	 female	 police	 officers	

of the OPP have made tremendous strides in advancing 

the status of women in law enforcement throughout the 

province.

“When I joined the OPP in 1978, there were still very few 

women making a career in policing. It took a few years 

for some of the older male veterans to adjust, but over 

the last 40 years we have learned that female officers 

make an essential contribution to any police service. 

While we still have some work to do to remove barri-

ers that can discourage women from seeking senior 

ranks, this is an anniversary well worth celebrating. 

We are now at a place where we don’t consider gen-

der, but we are simply ALL just members of the OPP.”  

Commissioner	Chris	D.	Lewis

Collection Corner: Women Join the Ranks  
– Celebrating Forty Years (continued) b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

First day on the job for Probationary Constables Wendy 
Wilson (left) and Nancy Grossmith at the Bracebridge Detach-
ment, 1974. (2004.53.2)

The first fifteen women to graduate as OPP constables on June 
21, 1974 were part of Orientation Course no 90. (2008.35.1)

Friends on the web!
Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum website for 
upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, photo galleries, 
membership, donor and payment details!

oppmuseumfriends.ca
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b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eA Great Recollection

Arthur	 Edwin	 “Spike”	 Martin	 became	 a	 member	 of	 the	
Department	of	Public	Highways	(DPH)	motorcycle	patrol	
to help combat mobile crime and lend some strength 
to	 the	 Ontario	 Provincial	 Police	 highway	 traffic	 law	
enforcement on May 6, 1924. His badge number was 95 
and he was originally posted to Morrisburg. In 1930, he 
was transferred to the OPP as part of a shift in reporting 
when	the	DPH	officers	came	under	the	OPP’s	umbrella.	

His grandson, Basil Martin, shared this recollection with 
the Museum. 

“My grandparents never owned a home because back 
then they had to move every six months to a year. He 
died on the day of his retirement, and because of this, my 
grandmother received only half of his pension, but she 
also got part of his WWI pension; quite a change from 
today. They came to the Strathroy area around 1940, 
moving around until his death in 1962.  

One time, when they lived in Lobo, my dad went flying 
through the village on his Indian motorcycle. Spike took 
after him. Now here is the good part. My Dad says that 
Spike could not catch him. My Grandmother says that he 
didn’t have to. What they both agreed on was that when 
my Dad got home for supper all that was on his plate was 
a ticket. 

Anybody that talks about him says he always would give 
a real good lecture first, and if he got you again, it was 
going to be hard on the wallet.”

Spike Martin and A. Witts, Highway Traffic Officers,  
pre 1930 (2008.13.4)

Friends members and supporters,  
Sergeant (retired) Bill Litowski and  
Sergeant (retired) Sid Daley.
 
Daley is the oldest surviving OPP  
retiree and  in his 102nd year. 

November 11, 2013 - Remembrance Day Ceremony 
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Meet the Board

This	issue	continues	the	profiles	of	members	of	the	2013-2014	Board	of	Directors.

DEBBIE SOKOLOSKIE - Vice President

Debbie	graduated	from	Cambrian	College	in	Sudbury	in	
1996 with diplomas in both Business Administration and 
Marketing.	 	 She	 is	 currently	 the	Business	Development	
Manager for the Ontario Provincial Police Association 
Credit	 Union	 in	 Barrie,	 responsible	 for	 leadership	 and	
development of their strategic and marketing plans as 
well	as	client	communications	and	outreach.	 	She	holds	
several	accreditations	in	the	Canadian	financial	industry.

Debbie	is	married	and	has	a	7-year	old	son	Joshua	and	a	
daughter	Sarah	born	in	July	2013.		She	enjoys	short	trips	
on her motorcycle when she can get away.

Debbie	has	been	a	member	of	Friends	since	2010	and	a	
member	of	the	Board	of	Directors	since	2012.

Debbie Sokoloskie, 2012 - 2015 Vice President

P. L. (PATRICIA) BROMLEY - President

Born	 and	 raised	 in	 the	 Sudbury	 area,	 Pat	 joined	 the	
Ontario	 Provincial	 Police	 as	 one	 of	 25	 women	 first	
hired	in	1974	as	Provincial	Constables.	For	13	years	she	
performed	general	patrol	duties	 in	the	Sudbury	area,	as	
well as a summer posting in Wasaga Beach. Promoted 
to	 Corporal,	 she	 transferred	 to	 the	 OPP	 Academy	 in	
Brampton	 as	 a	Recruit	 Instructor.	 She	next	 transferred	
to	 Queen’s	 Park	 Detachment	 as	 Sergeant,	 Operation	
Manager	of	Security.	Later	she	transferred	to	the	Records	
and	 Registration	 Branch,	 Firearms	 Section	 in	 Toronto.	
She	moved	 to	Orillia	 in	 1995	with	 the	OPP’s	 relocation	
of	 General	Headquarters.	 She	 spent	 her	 last	 5	 years	 of	
service, seconded to the Federal Government Firearms 
Program.

Before and during her OPP service, Pat was deeply 
involved	in	the	Canadian	Forces	Cadet	Program.

She	retired	from	the	OPP	in	2004	and	resides	in	Orillia.	
She	 has	 volunteered	 with	 the	 Orillia	 Curling	 Club,	 the	
Orillia	Canada	Day	Committee	and	Helping	Hands.

Pat has been a member of Friends and a member of the 
Board	of	Directors	since	2009.

Pat Bromley , 2012 - 2015 President
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Elections for the Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors

Two Board positions are due for election at this year’s AGM.  
One incumbent has indicated their willingness to stand for 
re-election.  Each position consists of a three-year term com-
mencing in May with eligibility for re-election.

According to our by-laws, anyone who is currently a Friends 
member	 (or	who	 is	willing	 to	 become	a	member	within	 ten	
days	of	election)	is	eligible	to	be	elected	to	the	Board	of	Direc-
tors.  Nominations and elections will take place at the AGM by 
the members present.

The positions are voluntary.  As a registered charitable corpo-
ration, Board members are responsible for the overall man-
agement and direction of the business affairs of the corpora-
tion	as	well	as	leadership	in	Friends	activities.		Directors	are	

required	to	attend	as	many	Board	Meetings	as	possible	(there	
are	11	each	year),	and	participate	on	at	least	one	Committee.

In order to complement the existing composition of the Board, 
Friends is seeking candidates from the community with back-
ground	in	legal,	financial,	educational,	fundraising	or	historic	
interests.

Anyone who is interested in standing for election to the 
Board	is	strongly	encouraged	to	contact	the	Friends	office	at	 
support@oppmuseumfriends.ca or 705.330.4178 to be put in 
touch	with	our	Nominating	Committee.		This	will	help	ensure	
that interested persons are fully aware of the duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Board.

April 9 Friends Board Meeting*

May 3	 OPP	Kids	Day	at	Orillia	 
 Perch Festival

May 14 Friends Board Meeting*

May 21-22	 OPPVA	Conference	and	AGM	 
	 (Peterborough)

May 28 Opening of new OPP Museum exhibit,  
	 Behind	the	Badge	-	The	Story	of	the	 
 Ontario Provincial Police 

May 28 Friends of The OPP Museum  
 Annual General Meeting

 June 11 Friends Board Meeting*

 July 9 Friends Board Meeting*

 July 26	 Ramara	Historical	Society	 
	 	 Yester	years	Celebration	

 Aug. 13 Friends Board Meeting*

 Sept. 5	 Pedal	for	the	Past	Bike	Ride	 
  fundraiser

 Sept. 10 Friends Board Meeting*

	 *Projected	Dates

Upcoming Meetings and Events

AGM

Notice of Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, May 28th, 2014  
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Location:		 Sam	Browne	Room,	Kelsey’s	Restaurant,	 
 405 Memorial Ave., Orillia.

Agenda:

4:30 Business Meeting Call to Order	(President’s	 
	 Report;	2013	Financial	Statements;	Committee	 
	 Reports;	Board	of	Directors	Elections)

5:30  –		Social	

A great deal was accomplished in 2013 during the Friends 5th 
anniversary	 year.	Your	Friends	Board	of	Directors	 sincerely	
hope that you will be able to attend this early evening meeting, 
which mixes socializing along with organization business. 

Please direct any questions about the AGM to Friends Presi-
dent Pat Bromley, at our Friends mailing address or via email. 

RSVP	 on	 or	 by	 Monday,	 May	 26th,	 would	 be	 greatly	 
appreciated.

Email support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
or	leave	a	message	at	(705)	330-4178
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 

a line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2003.76.48 Staged ident officer and safe crack

A	 reminder	 to	our	donors	 that	monetary	 gifts	 to	Friends	 are	 eligible	 for	 a	 charitable	 tax	 receipt	 (Charitable	 registration	
#81381	0819	RR	0001).	Anyone	wishing	to	make	a	donation	to	the	Museum’s	artifact	collection	should	contact	the	Museum	
directly	by	calling	(705)	329-6889.

Please direct all email inquiries to: support@oppmuseumfriends.ca  
The president@oppmuseumfriends.ca has been discontinued.  

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum

We have a new email address! 



Friends of The OPP Museum - MARCH 2014 NEWSLETTER14

Position Name Term 

Board Executive

President Pat Bromley 2012 - 2015

Vice	President Debbie	Sokoloskie 2013 - 2015

Secretary Len Aitchison 2013 - 2016

Treasurer Ted	McCollum 2012 - 2015

Board Directors 

Director Angie	McCollum 2011 - 2014

Director Doug	Cole 2011 - 2014

Director	 Angela	Stirk 2013 - 2016

Director	 Dave	Osborne 2013 - 2016

Director	 Bernie	Murphy	(COA	Representative)	 2012 - present 

Honourary and Past Board Members

Honorary	Chair Chris	D.	Lewis,	OPP	Commissioner 2010 - present

Honorary	Director Chris	Johnstone	(Museum	Curator)	 2010 - present

Honorary	Director Nancy	Merriman	(Manager	-	Communications	Support	Unit)	 2010 - present

Past Presidents Norm Feaver (2011	-	2012)

Doug	Cole	 (2009	-	2011)

Dorothy	Duncan (2008	-	2009)

Sandra	Stanton	 (2008)

Past	Honorary	Chair Julian	Fantino,	OPP	Commissioner	(Retired)	(2008	–	2010)

Past Board Members Paul	Delaney,	Paul	Laing,	Rod	Williams,	Linda	Rodenburg,	Rae	Fleming,	Bruce	Waite,	 

Angie	Howe,	Sandy	Thomas,	Dave	Truax,	Sandra	Stanton,	Norm	Feaver,	Terry	Hehn

Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2013-2014
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                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

Contact information 

Name:    

Street:  

City:  Province: Postal code:  

Phone 1:  Phone 2:                                             

email:  

Donation Level                                                                                                                  Your amount: 

□ Friend  $25.00 – and up $ 

□ Steward  $100.00 – and up $ 

□ 

Le
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 Guardian  $500.00 – and up $ 

□ Leader $2500.00 – and up $ 

□ Commissioner’s Circle                                                                                 any amount over $5000.00  $ 

□ I wish to join as an annual voting member (optional)  $25.00 (no tax receipt)                                                                

 Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR0001                       Total: $ 

I would like to make this donation (optional): 

□ in honour of (name): 

□ in memory of (name): 

A note acknowledging this donation should be sent to:  

Name:    

Street:  

City: Province: Postal code: 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

OFFICE USE ONLY:

Database updated:

□ donation entered __________

□ tax receipt issued ___________

□ membership processed ______

Method of payment: 

□ cheque (#) __________          □ credit auth # _________

□ cash ($)     __________       □ online ______________

Payment processed Date: Initials: 

Important privacy statement: 

Contributors who make a minimum annual contribution of 25.00 will be acknowledged in our end 
of year newsletter.  Additionally, Friends may publicly (in person or on our website) identify you  
(and/or the person whose honour/memory the donation was made in) as a donor:    

  □  I agree   □  I prefer to be anonymous    □  divulge donation level    □ do not divulge level 

Special instructions (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment method            
□ Cash (accepted in person only - do not mail cash) 
□ Please make cheque/money order payable to Friends of The OPP Museum.  
□ Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 
□ Payment by Visa/ Mastercard   
 

card number: _______________________________________________  expiry ________________   

name: _________________________________________  CVV code (3 digits back of card): ____________     

Signature: Date:    

Communication Preferences

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum tax receipts, newsletters, special invitations, and updates: 

□ by email to _________________________________________________________________________

□ by regular mail to the address listed on the reverse 

□ by internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau): __________________________________________________

□ please do not send any notices 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 


