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b y  R . B .  F l e m i n g

The Friends of The OPP Museum is pleased that this issue launches the first of a series of articles on 

the OPP by Friends member Jim Watt, whose article on Superintendent Joseph Rogers appears in this 

issue. I want to thank Jim for the article, and Jeanie Tummon for encouraging Jim to write it. Among other 

things, Jim is a volunteer at The Museum. I also want to thank all other contributors, whose names appear 

in this issue, for their thoughtful articles, and I must not forget to thank Friends member Larry Thorne 

and Chris Johnstone, who took the images of the Friends social on February 16, as well as members 

Rod Williams, Nancy Williams, Sandra Stanton, Pat Bromley, Chris Johnstone, Dorothy 

Duncan and Jeanie Tummon, all of whom identified people in the photographs. Dorothy Duncan 

and Linda Rodenburg spent time proof reading this issue, and managed to correct several egregious 

errors. I cannot fail to thank Joel Emberson for the attractive layout of this newsletter. As usual, to ensure 

that the newsletter is free of errors of fact and interpretation, we depend on the keen eye of Ruby Ryder.

Note from the Editor

O P P  C o m m i s s i o n e r
J u l i a n  F a n t i n oMessage from the Honorary Chair

Although the celebrations of the OPP’s 100th Anniversary are concluded, the impact of the centenary continues 

to be felt. I am proud to announce that, as a result of the OPP 100th Anniversary Black & White Gala, the 

Committee was able to present $24,692.88 to the Friends of The OPP Museum. I am also pleased that, 

during the Friends Social on February 16, a second cheque, this time for $17,364, was presented to the 

Friends from the sale of A Century of Policing: The Ontario Provincial Police, 1909-2009. Even though we 

will not always be able to make similar significant donations to the Friends, the OPP, the Friends and The 

Museum all have a good future ahead of us.

We would very much like to hear from all members of the Friends about why you became a member, and 

what you would like our Friends volunteer group to focus on in order to assist The OPP Museum. We have 

met many of you over the past year and a half, and have gained a great many ideas. By filling out our survey 

form at the AGM on May 6, you will provide us with a more complete understanding of what you would 

like us to concentrate on in order to advance our Friends group, The Museum and the history of the OPP. 

On May 6, we hope that you will take a few minutes to fill out our survey, whose results will be reported in 

our July newsletter. If you cannot attend the AGM, please email us at OPP.friendmuseum.ontario.ca for a 

copy of the survey. 

President’s Report b y  D o u g  C o l e

March 2010

N E W S L E T T E R
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Notice is given to all members of the Friends, that our annual general meeting for the 2009 fiscal year will 

be held the evening of Thursday, May 6 in the Auditorium of The Lincoln Alexander Building, OPP General 

Headquarters, Orillia. The agenda will include 2009 Financial Statements, president’s report, election of 

directors and the appointment of auditors for 2010. Highlights of the evening will be a guest speaker and 

a visit to The Museum. An interesting and informative evening it will be, so please mark your calendar for 

Friends of The OPP Museum 
Annual Meeting Call May 6, 2010

C h r i s t i n e  J o h n s t o n e
A c t i n g  C u r a t o rExciting Projects 

The OPP Museum has a number of exciting projects underway for 2010 including an exhibition update 

targeted for an early spring completion. Faces and Places: moments in OPP history will highlight some of 

the unique people, places and events that have contributed to the development of the OPP as the outstanding 

organization that it is today. Please stop in to see what’s new!

b y  J e a n i e  T u m m o n

Olexander Wlasenko, curator of Whitby’s Station Gallery, was more than pleased with the high quality of 

Arresting Images: Mug shots from The OPP Museum, as well as with the large number of people – 

over 1,600 – who viewed this travelling exhibition at the gallery. Until April 5th, Arresting Images is at 

the Wellington County Museum in Fergus, and, after that, at the Brockville Museum (April 12 to May 23), 

and at Museum London (June 5 to September 12).

Arresting Images Update

Arresting Images was not only a 
promotional victory for Whitby’s 

Station Gallery but it looked 
stunning in their gallery space.
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The Board of the Friends is pleased that Norm Feaver has accepted our invitation to become a member of 

the Board. Norm is taking the place of Bruce Waite, who, due to time constraints, tendered his resignation 

last October. While we were sorry to lose Bruce, we welcome in his place a fellow member of the law firm 

of Hacker Gignac Rice. 

We are also sorry that Jeanie Tummon is no longer an Honorary Director of the Board. Until December 

4, she is on secondment as Strategic Communications Officer in the Corporate Communications Bureau. 

At The OPP Museum, Chris Johnstone is Acting Curator, and Ellen Blaubergs Acting Collections 

Coordinator/Animator. Like Jeanie, Chris and Ellen are members of the Friends, and Chris sits on our 

Board as an Honorary Member. 

Board member and newsletter editor Dr. Rae Fleming was honoured on February 19 when our Lieutenant 

Governor, the Honourable David Onley, bestowed on him, along with eighteen others, the Lieutenant 

Governor’s Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime Achievement “in appreciation of a lifetime of volunteer 

work to identify, preserve, protect and promote our province’s rich heritage.” Also present at the ceremonies 

was former Lieutenant Governor, the Honourable Lincoln Alexander, who is Chairman of the Ontario 

Heritage Trust, which administers the award. We need not remind members of the Friends that the OPP 

General Headquarters is in the Lincoln Alexander Building.

What’s New with The Friends?

Friends member Rae Fleming accepts 
Heritage Award from His Honour, 

Lieutenant-Governor David Onley, right. 
At left is His Honour, Lincoln Alexander. 

(Photo courtesy of Tessa A. Buchan and the Ontario Heritage Trust)
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Joseph Edwin Rogers, 
Superintendent of the OPP, 1909-1921 

Joseph Rogers, the first Superintendent of the OPP, 

was a policeman’s cop. Rogers was born into a police 

family. His father, Joseph Rogers Senior, was a well 

known citizen of Barrie, an active officer in the militia and 

High County Constable for Simcoe County. Young Rogers 

served for a time with that enforcement organization.  

Rogers began his police career with the province in 1884 

when the Attorney General appointed him a provincial 

detective to assist Ontario’s first full-time detective, the 

legendary John Wilson Murray.

Although his early career took him to rough and ready 

frontier areas, Rogers  proved capable of confronting mobs 

and restraining lawbreakers. Throughout his life, Rogers 

had a number of narrow escapes. His closest occurred 

when a suspected lawbreaker fired at Rogers, only to have 

the low calibre bullet bounce off Rogers’ heavy overcoat. 

Rogers soon proved his worth as a law enforcement 

officer when he travelled to Biscotasing in Northern 

Ontario to quell a riot by drunken railway construction 

workers. High on bootlegged liquor mixed with tobacco 

juice, the unruly mob challenged Rogers and his small 

group of law enforcement officers. Rogers reacted swiftly 

by disarming and arresting the ringleaders. Faced with 

a similar situation in the Porcupine Gold Fields from 

armed striking miners, Rogers and his posse of thirty men 

disarmed and arrested the ringleaders. These effective 

police actions earned Joseph Rogers a commendation 

from the Attorney General. 

In 1909 the Provincial Government established the 

Ontario Provincial Police and appointed Joseph Rogers 

as Superintendent of the new force. Rogers did much to 

lay the groundwork for a modern provincial police force, 

whose main purpose was to create a systematic method of 

administering police services in Ontario under the central 

control of the Provincial Government. After establishing a 

headquarters at Queen’s Park, Rogers divided the province 

into three regions, each composed of local detachments. 

He also established strict standards for the new force: all 

new members had be able to read and write, each member 

had to devote himself to police duties, and he had to 

support himself on a government salary without accepting 

gratuities or other rewards.  

The new force under Rogers’ command made an 

immediate impact on law enforcement in Ontario. To 

prevent lawless behaviour of workers on special harvest 

excursions bound for the wheat fields of the West, Rogers 

b y  J i m  W a t t

The 100th anniversary of the OPP’s founding in 1909 helped to focus on 

the service of men and women down through the decades. One such 

story came about in an unusual way at the International Boat Show 

in 2009. One of the boats on display was the John Wilson Murray, 

named after Ontario’s first government detective. An attendee at the 

show mentioned to an OPP officer that his wife’s great-grandfather, 

Joseph Rogers, was the first superintendent of the OPP. The officer 

contacted Mary-Frances Marriott Fox whose grandmother, Lillian, 

was Joseph Rogers’ daughter. This chance meeting led to Mary-

Frances’ introduction to The OPP Museum. On October 13,  

Mary-Frances donated copies of images to the Museum, and she 

also joined the Friends of The OPP Museum. “Great Grandfather 

was an outdoorsman, raised by a policeman and not an office type,” 

Mary-Frances has told the author. “It’s great to learn more and  

I was impressed with The Museum and so I joined the Friends.”  

All way round - OPP heritage was the winner! 

Mary Frances Marriott and her brother 
Charles were on hand on August 9, 
1968 for the christening of the OPP 
vessel named in honour of their great 
grandfather, the Joseph E Rogers.  
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staffed these trains with OPP constables who brought law 

and order to communities along the main line. In another 

instance, Provincial Police travelled to Timmins and 

South Porcupine to restore order among striking 

gold miners in 1912. Protecting private property 

from the clash between strikers and strike 

breakers proved a challenge for the officers.

Rogers founded the tradition of 

professional development by attending 

the Police Chiefs Convention in Rochester, 

New York in 1911. This was the beginning 

of a long association with the American 

association. 

With the declaration of war against Germany in 

1914, the Canadian Government decided to create a 

large army to fight for Canada overseas. Despite the need 

for recruits for overseas duties, Superintendent Rogers 

decided that, in order to protect the force, no military 

service leave would be granted. Provincial Constables, 

Rogers reasoned, would be more valuable to the country 

maintaining law and order at home. If a member of the 

OPP did decide to enlist, he would not be permitted to 

remain on the force.

During the war, the OPP carried out a campaign against 

illegal immigrants. At the same time, mainly due to 

enforcement of the Ontario Temperance Act (1916), which 

prohibited the sale of alcohol, Rogers was able to collect 

fines whose total more than covered the entire budget of 

the force. He thereby justified the existence of the OPP, 

and proved that the force could be financially efficient. 

Working conditions improved for Provincial Constables 

when, under Rogers’ leadership, salaries increased and, 

more importantly, on his urging, all provincial force 

members joined the provincial pension plan.  

In 1920, when it became obvious that the enforcement 

of the Ontario Temperance Act had grown ineffective, 

mainly because Superintendent Rogers was in conflict 

with the other enforcement agency, the Board of the 

Liquor License Commission, Attorney-General William 

Raney authorized Rogers to study the organization, 

structure and training of other police organizations. First 

of all, Rogers recommended that the OPP be directed by a 

Commissioner. Under the Commissioner, Rogers wanted 

a Superintendent who would command the force. The 

enforcement of the Ontario Temperance Act would be 

under the jurisdiction of a branch of the OPP, one that 

would not be staffed by regular members of the 

force.  

However, the Attorney-General decided to 

coordinate the enforcement of criminal law 

with that of the Ontario Temperance Act 

by including the liquor license inspectors 

with members of the OPP, under the 

authority of a new Commissioner. 

Perhaps because Raney had noted that 

Rogers opposed the coordination of 

criminal law enforcement with that of the 

Temperance Act, Rogers was not promoted 

to the position of Commissioner. When Major 

General Harry Elliot became the new Commissioner, 

he supervised a major organizational change in the OPP 

structure.

The Provincial Police Force Act of 1921 gave the new 

Commissioner general control and administration of 

the provincial police force, including all personnel of 

the Ontario Temperance Act enforcement units. Elliot’s 

tenure as Commissioner was marked by internal wrangling 

as the OPP was forced to undergo changes. Elliot resigned 

in 1922 to be replaced by Commissioner V.A.S. Williams, 

Brigadier-General and veteran of WWI. The Rogers’ era 

at the OPP ended on December 6, 1922, when he received 

a letter of dismissal from Williams. Perhaps Rogers, a 

man who proved himself so adept at ground-level police 

work, lacked the frame of mind to navigate the mine-filled 

waters of the bureaucracy.

A volunteer at The OPP Museum and also a member 

of the Friends, Jim Watt graduated with an honours 

history degree from the University of Toronto in 1962, 

and a masters in history from McMaster University in 

1965. For the next thirty-three years he taught history 

and economics at the secondary school level. Now 

retired, and with an undiminished passion for telling 

stories of the past, he has published articles in the 

Canadian Historical Review, Ontario History and The 

OPP Review.  He has also written and published 

the much admired Lost in War: The Brave Life and 

Mysterious Death of a Canadian Airman (2006).
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Friends Social, February 16th

On February 16th, in the Commissioned Officers Lounge at Headquarters, the Friends hosted an enjoyable 

social hour. Friends members enjoyed mingling with fellow members as well as with board members, museum 

staff and members of the OPP. Among the highlights of the hour was a presentation of a cheque for $17,364 from 

the Commissioned Officers’ Association. The money derives from the sale of A Century of Policing, the OPP’s 

commemorative book. The cheque was presented to President Doug Cole by Deputy Commissioner Vince 

Hawkes, who, that evening, represented Friends Honorary Chair, OPP Commissioner Julian Fantino. As a 

reminder of the evening, here is a selection of photographs.

Upper left: Jeanie Tummon, Carol Agnew and  
Donald Shipton examine a museum display; lower 
left, clockwise beginning northwest corner:  
Jeanie Tummon chats with OPP members; 
Retired Inspector Rod Williams chats with Deputy 
Commissioner Vince Hawkes; The Museum’s 
Puppets, which visiting children adore; and Friends 
Member Larry Thorne presents a miniature OPP 
cruiser to Deputy Commissioner Vince Hawkes. 
Upper right: Deputy Commissioner Vince Hawkes 
presents a cheque from sales of A Century of 
Policing to Doug Cole, President of the Friends.
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Information Request

For two years Eric Booth of the Ottawa OPP has been working on a history of the OPP in the Ottawa area.  

He has requested that anyone with information, photos, stories, documents, diaries etc. please contact him at  

eric.booth@ontario.ca or 613-270-9171.

In support of the Orillia Museum of 
Art & History, the Leacock Museum
and the Friends of The OPP Museum 

THE THREE
MUSEUMS
BOOK SALE

THE THREE
MUSEUMS
BOOK SALE

THE THREE
MUSEUMS
BOOK SALE

Call for pick up: 
• Argyle & Beaverton  . . . . . . . . . . .  439-2337

• Midland & Penetanguishene  . . . .  527-9016

• Orillia & Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  330-0014
  329-3084
  327-6656 ex. 219

Beginning May 15th, 
Donated books may be dropped off  at the 
Constituency offices of MP Bruce Stanton, 
575 West Street South, Orillia, or MPP 
Garfield Dunlop, 14 Coldwater Road, Orillia,
or at OPP General Headquarters. 

30 Peter Street South, Orillia, ON
Orillia Museum of Art & History:

Friday, May 28th  from 10 am - 4 pm
Saturday, May 29th  from 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday, May 30th  from 12 noon - 4 pm

{

OPP General Headquarters:
777 Memorial Avenue, Orillia, ON

Thursday, May 27th  from 10 am - 4 pm
Friday, May 28th  from 10 am - 4 pm {

is back!is back!is back!
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Honorary Chair:  Commissioner Julian Fantino 

Honorary Director: Angie Howe (Bureau Commander) 

Honorary Director: Sandy Thomas (Acting Superintendent) 

Honorary Director: Chris Johnstone (Acting Curator, The OPP Museum) 

President:   Doug Cole 

Vice President:  Dorothy Duncan 

Secretary:   Sandra Stanton 

Treasurer:   Terry Hahn 

Directors:   Pat Bromley, Norm Feaver, Rae Fleming, Linda Rodenburg 

You may reach any member of the board at  OPP.friendmuseum@ontario.ca

April 12:  Arresting Images opens at Brockville Museum 

April 14:  Friends Board Meeting, 4 pm, in The Lincoln Alexander Building 

April 27:  OPP Auxiliary 50th Anniversary Event in The Lincoln Alexander Building 

May 6:  Friends Annual General Meeting in The Lincoln Alexander Building 

May 12:   Friends Board Meeting, 4 pm, in The Lincoln Alexander Building 

May 27-28:  OPP Veterans’ Association Meeting, Mariposa Inn 

May 27-30:   Three Museums Book Sale (for details, see page 7 of this newsletter) 

June 8:   Arresting Images opens at Museum London 

June 9:   Friends Board Meeting, 4 pm, in The Lincoln Alexander Building 

July 14:  Friends Board Meeting, 4 pm, in The Lincoln Alexander Building

Friends Board Members

Upcoming Events

The OPP Museum’s inaugural travelling exhibition, 

Arresting Images: Mug shots from The OPP Museum, 

made its debut in 2009. This catalogue and boxed set of

100 postcards provides compelling glimpses into the stories

of the 100 criminals and suspects featured in the exhibit.

Arresting Images: Mug shots from The OPP Museum 

catalogue and boxed set of cards, available for $24.95 from 

The Off Duty Shopp. 100% proceeds from the sale of this 

catalogue support Friends of The OPP Museum.


