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Welcome Summer! b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n e

Dave Osborne shows Courtney Rees-Plaskitt how it’s done leaping through the obstacle course. (Photos by Joel Emberson) 

Ian and Eric Emberson enjoy The OPP Museum’s Kidzone.
(Photos by Joel Emberson) 

Courtney Rees-Plaskitt and others enjoy the popular dress-up 
activities the Museum has to offer. (Photos by Joel Emberson) 

For the first time, the fifth anniversary of OPP Family Day coincided with the 4th Annual OPP Veterans’ Day, which resulted 

in combining efforts to jointly celebrate both events at OPP General Headquarters on Saturday June 6th. The combined 

events resulted in record attendance with over 700 participants, volunteers and exhibitors. Friends and the Museum were 

front and centre on the lawn with special activities for Vets and families. The new OPP Veterans magnets proved to be a 

great hit, as well as our new paw print stickers designed to mark the 50th Anniversary of the OPP Canine Unit. 

Always a crowd pleaser, this year we expanded the uniform “inspection” dress-up activity to include a pool noodle obstacle 

course! Friends president (and retired Inspector) Dave Osborne put the kids through their paces before facing final 

inspection by Auxiliary Constable Daniel Farrugia from the Caledon Auxiliary Unit. The Museum gallery was also a popular 

destination and a welcome respite from the warm June sun.
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b y  D a v e  O s b o r n ePresident’s Message

We are at the mid-point of 2015 and the remainder of the 

year looks to stay busy for Friends as we remain focused on 

our key commitments. Our primary duties as a volunteer, 

non-profit charitable organization are to do all we can to 

support education and Museum programming, as well  

as celebrate our history and the many achievements of 

OPP personnel. 

There have already been a few accomplishments in 2015. 

In February we signed a new five-year agreement with the 

OPP. In March, Board Secretary Len Aitchison attended 

the Spring Motorcycle Show in Mississauga and accepted 

an ‘Eddy’ (Editor’s Choice) Award on behalf of Friends for 

an article he wrote for Motorcycle Mojo magazine about 

the restoration of our Henderson motorcycle. On May 28, 

Chair Bill Lee and the Heritage Awards Committee met, 

and two recipients for this year’s awards were selected.

Our theme of Celebrate Our Vets days continues and in 

cooperation with the Museum, planning is well underway 

to commemorate the Tactics and Rescue Unit (TRU) and 

Canine Unit anniversaries with Saturday openings this 

fall. We have been to several Outreach events this year and 

have a full calendar of events set for the rest of the year.

With the new heightened building security measures 

at General Headquarters, Friends is working with the 

Museum to assist with large groups by having an OPP 

Veteran volunteer, when possible, be their host and guide. 
Retired Sergeant Peter McGuinness has stepped forward 
to take the lead on this initiative, and has already provided 
a few tours. Most notably, in May, the Commissioner 
greeted 37 OPP Veterans’ Association (OPPVA) Chapter 5 
members before Peter took them on a tour.

Other work of mention includes development of a 
Volunteer Orientation Manual, a Volunteer Tracking 
program that merges the data into flow charts, etc., and 
we now have a page on our website recognizing our 2014 
members and supporters. 

Our most exciting news is that at our May Board meeting 
we voted to commit up to $25,000 towards the Museum’s 
digitization of OPP photographs, slides and negatives 
currently stored in boxes. This project will likely last a 
few years. Every picture is worth a thousand words, and 
our vision is that with these photographs available online, 
they will elicit more stories and more photographs for this 
collection. At the recent OPPVA AGM in Cornwall, after 
I reported to the Congress of this commitment, I was 
approached by a Vet who had a couple of boxes of old OPP 
photos from the 1940s and 50s that he wanted to donate 
to the Museum. At the same meeting, I also received  
a complete biography from another Vet. Our venture  
has not even started and the momentum is building.  
We are excited.

Dave Osborne and Commissioner Hawkes accepted a donation 
in support of our 2015 Pedal and Run for the Past fundraiser to 
be held on September 11, from OPPVA Chapter 5 Secretary Yo 
Sunnerton. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Dave Osborne represented Friends at the OPP Veterans’  
Association Annual General Meeting held in Cornwall on May 
21-23. Left to right, Carm Noble, Ed Clinton, Dave Osborne, 
Tom Randall, Lee Murray. (Photo by Debbie Sokoloskie)
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Friends on the web!
Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum website for upcoming events, volunteer 
opportunities, photo galleries, membership, donor and payment details!

oppmuseumfriends.ca

b y  D a v e  O s b o r n ePresident’s Message (continued)

Planning for the fifth annual Pedal and Run for the Past 

at Hardwood Ski and Bike on September 11, 2015 is well 

under way. Details of the event are available elsewhere in 

this Newsletter and on our website. Everyone is encouraged 

to register by June 30 in order to be eligible for all prizes.

Finally, at our AGM in May we reported on our activities 

in 2014, and our current state of affairs. Last year 

we attended 42 events and reached 10,556 people. 

This included participation in our Vets’ Days, Family 

Days and several other OPP events. We also initiated  

‘Meet a Vet’ events in July and August that were well 

attended and received excellent local media coverage, 

highlighting the accomplishments of several OPP Vets. 

Most notably, our last project, the fully restored Henderson 

motorcycle was unveiled, as part of the opening of the new 

Museum exhibit ‘Behind the Badge.’

A lot of what we accomplish could not be done without the 

dedication, enthusiasm, professionalism and hard work 

of the volunteer Board of Directors, Friends’ staff, our 

outreach volunteers and the collaborative efforts of the 

professional services of OPP Corporate Communications, 

which includes Museum staff. Last year, our Board 

members and volunteers contributed over 3,000 hours 

to make all of this activity happen. Collectively we are a 

formidable team that can rise to meet any challenge. 

Nonetheless, your support and donations is critical to our 

success, and for that we are most thankful.

b y  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e eEditorial Message

Welcome to our second Newsletter of 2015. As you 

can tell from the photo collage on the front cover, OPP 

Family Day held on Saturday, June 6th at OPP General 

Headquarters in Orillia was a huge success. Museum 

staff, Friends volunteers, and a host of other OPP staff 

and volunteers were all wonderfully exhausted at the end 

of this special day.

Family Day was just one of the fifteen community 

events in which Friends Board members and Outreach 

Committee volunteers have participated so far this year, 

reaching out to promote The OPP Museum and OPP 

history. Our summer/early fall calendar has just as many 

events scheduled! Please consult the list near the back of 

this issue or our website for more information.

We hope you enjoy the article by Bettyanne Wellstead. It 

was written while on vacation in Florida this past winter. 

As the daughter and wife of OPP officers, she shares her 

memories of early detachment life.

This issue also brings you a summary of our recent Annual 

General Meeting. President Dave Osborne shares some 

exciting news about our latest venture in support of The 

OPP Museum, while Museum Curator Chris Johnstone 

provides some project details. Our 5th annual Pedal and 

Run for the Past fundraiser is just around the corner and 

Friends Board member/OPP Graphic Designer/Pedal for 

the Past Rider Angela Stirk has a unique perspective on 

her involvement with this event.

Our restoration of the Museum’s 1931 Henderson 

motorcycle received special recognition in March. Board 

Secretary Len Aitchison reports on the related award 

honouring Friends.

We wish you a safe and happy summer!
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Chris Johnstone and Angie 
McCollum at the sell-out  
book launch. 

Morgan Cope and Doug Cole 
waited in line to get their  
copies autographed. 

Another summer season is upon us, bringing with it the 
perfect opportunity to stop by The OPP Museum during 
your summer travels for a visit! Behind the scenes, 
Museum staff are busily working away on our latest 
Friends supported initiative – preparing thousands of 
slides, negatives and prints for digitization. These photos 
represent only a small number of images that the Museum 
currently owns. By bringing these previously hidden 
treasures out of their storage boxes, they will then be 
available for future exhibits and research projects, and 
many will also be posted online through our social media 
initiatives. The project will take several months to complete 
and has the potential to be expanded as new donations are 
added to the collection and processed. We’re very excited 
to get started and see what we find! 

If you’re looking for a little OPP history to while away a 
rainy day at the cottage or to keep you company pool side, 
Museum staff highly recommend two recently published 
books. Retired Inspector Andy Maksymchuk’s latest 

offering– Champions of the Dead, chronicles his days 
with the OPP’s Criminal Investigation Branch. He begins 
with an overview of some of Ontario’s oldest criminal 
investigations and its groundbreaking first detective, John 
Wilson Murray. He then delves into the earliest days in 
the OPP’s history before chronicling his own contributions 
to OPP history as a CIB detective. A humble, yet poignant 
look at the final phase of his OPP career, Maksymchuk’s 
third installment in his memoir trilogy brings closure to 
the loop on his exciting and challenging career. 

Retired Chief Superintendent Kate Lines, a longtime 
supporter of the Museum, was on hand recently to talk to 
GHQ staff and sign copies of her just released biography 
Crime Seen – From Patrol Cop to Profiler, My Stories from 
Behind the Yellow Tape. Her career story, outlining how a 
farm girl from Ennismore entered a male-dominated field 
and became a top criminal profiler and groundbreaking 
leader is a page turner from beginning to end. 

Lines was chosen as the second ever Canadian to be trained 
in an elite FBI program at Quantico, Virginia in what was 
then the emerging field of criminal profiling. After ten 
months of intensive education in the intricacies of violent 
crime, Lines’ new skills made her much in demand back 
home. She went on to be involved in a number of high-
profile cases including the abduction and murder of 
Kristen French and of Tori Stafford and the disappearance 
of Michael Dunahee.

Always taking care not to aggrandize in any way the 
criminals whose names we may know all too well, Lines 
feels it’s much more important to focus on the courage of 
victims and their families. She shares a one of a kind story 
with a unique, inspiring and fascinating perspective on 
OPP history.

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message

Pioneering OPP officers retired Inspector Irena Lawrenson 
and retired Chief Superintendent Kate Lines were among the 
first women to serve as uniform members, joining in the 1970s. 

Retired Inspector Andy Maksymchuk and the cover for his 
book, Champions of the Dead.
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b y  D o u g  C o l eOutreach 

The 2015 outreach season seems to be flying by for Friends 
Outreach volunteers who have attended 14 community 
and OPP events already this year.  Normally, in the first 
half of each year, our outreach activities are held within 
Simcoe County, but this year we have extended our event 
reach to Cornwall, North Bay and Caledon East. Special 
thanks go out to our many volunteers, but especially to 
returnee Morgan Cope (Barrie), and our newest volunteer 
Navjot Malhi (Brampton), who have made many of our 
2015 Outreach efforts possible.

This year, Retired Sergeant Peter McGuiness has kindly 
agreed to lead pre-arranged large group tours of The OPP 
Museum and Public Street exhibits. This special “customer 
service” has proven very popular with the visitors, as well 
as greatly assisting General Headquarters security staff 
to ensure all visitors observe the new security sign-in 
procedures.  Many thanks, Peter.

The summer months are always the busiest days on our 
Outreach schedule as we try to reach as many people as 
we can to inform them of the value of visiting The OPP 
Museum and the importance of preserving its many 
heritage stories. Please pencil in two key up-coming events 
that are currently in the planning phases, which you should 
try to attend later this summer: 

• Saturday, August, 22nd, Friends of The OPP Museum 
will help celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Tactics 
and Rescue Unit (TRU), through a special programme at 
General Headquarters. Starting with one team in 1975, 
members of this highly specialized group now number 
close to 30 personnel, located around the province.

• Saturday September 26th, at the OPP’s Canine training 
facility in Gravenhurst, Friends will be assisting with 
marking the 50th Anniversary of the OPP’s Canine Unit. 
From three individual dog and handler teams to today’s 
31 handlers and training staff and 40 trained dogs, this 
highly effective and multi faceted unit will be celebrating 
their past and present handler and canine members. We 
look forward to helping them with their milestone event. 

For more information on our many upcoming Outreach 
events visit the Friends website www.oppmuseumfriends.
ca or call 705-330-4178

Friends Outreach volunteer Doug Cole assists a visitor at the Tiffin 
Conservation Area Maple Fest in April. (Photo by Morgan Cope)

The OPP’s Tactics and Rescue Unit (TRU) are set to 

celebrate their 40 year milestone anniversary this year. 

In honour of the occasion, museum staff selected a special 

piece from the collection to share with our readership. 

The black berets worn by TRU members are unique 

accoutrements which distinguish this elite team from 

other OPP specialized units. 

Berets are worn by many military and police units around 

the world. Perhaps the most iconic being the light blue 

berets worn by UN peacekeeping soldiers, police officers, 

and civilian personnel. 

First issued in the Canadian Army in 1937, tank regiments 

adopted the black beret of the Royal Armoured Corps. 

Today, the black beret remains the official headdress 

Collection Corner:  
Tactics and Rescue Unit Beret, c.1981 b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r
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On May 27th, the Board of Directors hosted 16 voting 

members and 11 supporters and guests at our Annual 

General Meeting which was held in the Sam Browne Room 

at Kelsey’s Restaurant in Orillia. The meeting was chaired 

by Past President and outgoing Board member Pat Bromley.

As a registered corporation, we are required by legislation 

to annually hold a “meeting of the members” of the 

corporation and conduct certain business activities. 

However, in addition to these mandatory requirements, 

it is an opportunity for Friends’ members and supporters, 

along with OPP staff, to gather and celebrate our 2014 

accomplishments and discuss plans, all in a relaxed and 

informal setting. This year, we were honoured to have the 

participation of Commissioner Vince Hawkes.

b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o nAnnual General Meeting Report

of the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps, a hard fought 

privilege granted the Corps when the rifle green beret 

was adopted as the Canadian Forces standard worn with 

service dress in 1968. 

When berets were first introduced to OPP TRU teams, 

they were adorned with metal cap badges (the same style 

as on the regular uniform peak caps.) In 1981, Detective 

Constable and former forensic artist Frank Daulby 

designed a new unique logo with the unit’s aspiring 

attributes in mind. The gold wings symbolize speed 

and agility while the blade forming the base of the “T” 

signifies justice, which is balanced and “cuts both ways”. 

The “U” represents the protective qualities of a shield 

and completes the emblem. A fabric version of this logo, 

with the initials OPP embroidered above, replaced the 

metal cap badges on the early berets, and was added to a 

number of other uniform elements. 

Berets continue to be worn exclusively by TRU instructors 

and team members while on military bases during the 

unit’s new candidate selection process or electively by 

current members while undergoing other training while 

on base. Typically, the unit patch is worn centred over 

the wearer’s left eye with excess material pulled to the 

wearer’s right.

The beret pictured here was worn by Inspector (retired) 
Andrew Maksymchuk. It is rare in our collection, as it is 
the only example that we have of a beret worn by a serving 
TRU member. Maksymchuk was, in fact, a pioneering 
member of TRU having joined when it was formed in 
1975, and serving as the unit’s first full time coordinator 
throughout his 8 years with the team. Maksymchuk 
documents some of his harrowing experiences with the 
unit in his memoir TRU Tactics and Rescue Unit The 
Last Resort in Policing. 

Today’s berets, which still bear the TRU logo, though the 
additional OPP initials have been removed, continue to 
be proudly worn by members while on base.

Collection Corner:  
Tactics and Rescue Unit Beret (continued) b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

Pat Bromley was recognized for her years of service and  
leadership on the Friends Board of Directors by Secretary  
Len Aitchison and President Dave Osborne. 
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The ‘business portion’ of the meeting included the approval 
of the minutes of last year’s AGM as well as discussion and 
approval of our 2014 financial statements which had been 
reviewed by an independent accountant. Additionally, 
President Dave Osborne provided an overview of our 
2014 activity along with our plans and goals for 2015. 
Reports from key Board areas as well as each standing 
committee were included in the package provided to each  
member attending.

Two amendments to the bylaws were also approved by 
the members. One dealt with the change to ‘sponsored 
membership’, which was authorized by the members at 
last year’s AGM. You may recall from previous Newsletter 
articles that this change was recommended due to pending 
new legislation governing not-for-profit corporations. 
During the discussion surrounding the need and merits 
of this new direction, Commissioner Hawkes noted that 
professional police management associations, including 
the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police, have recently 
made similar changes for similar reasons. The second bylaw 
amendment related to streamlining Board operations.

Three Board positions were subject to election this year. 
Two incumbents, Debbie Sokoloskie and Ted McCollum, 
were acclaimed for another three-year term. Past President 
Pat Bromley had previously indicated that she would  
be stepping aside and, as a result, Kevin Osborne was 
acclaimed to the Board. A brief biography for Kevin is 
included in this Newsletter and will be posted on the 
website. Welcome Kevin!

In addition to the formal business agenda, Commissioner 
Hawkes thanked Friends for its support of the Museum 
and the history of the OPP. On behalf of the organizing 
committee for the 2014 celebration of the 40th anniversary 
of women in the OPP, Chief Superintendent Sandy Thomas 
presented a generous donation to Friends, representing 
the remaining balance of their committee’s fundraising. 
Museum curator Chris Johnstone summarized a busy year 
for her and her staff and introduced their upcoming project 
to digitize their collection of photographs, negatives and 
slides, which Friends has agreed to fund.

The meeting was capped off with the presentation of 
tokens of appreciation to Friends and Museum staff for 
their hard work and dedication, as well as a presentation 
to outgoing Board member Pat Bromley for her leadership 
and commitment to promoting the history of the OPP. 
Following the meeting, many participants stayed for dinner 
and refreshments and caught up on news and relationships.

Considerable work, this year primarily by Pat Bromley and 
Ellen Blaubergs, goes into preparing and hosting our annual 
meeting, but it always comes together as an informative 
and enjoyable evening.

b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o nAnnual General Meeting Report (continued)

Left to right: Friends President Dave Osborne, Past President 
Pat Bromley, OPP Inspector Karen Meyer, Chief Superin-
tendent Sandy Thomas and Commissioner J.V.N. (Vince) 
Hawkes. C/Supt. Thomas and Insp. Meyer, on behalf of the 
40th anniversary of women in policing working committee 
presented a generous cheque to Friends to help support the 
celebration of future OPP milestones through our Museum. 

Members Keith Lem, Doug Cole and Judi Armstrong

Sharon and Ron Allen are 
engrossed in our Friends of 
The OPP Museum 2014  
Annual Report. 

OPP Corporate Commu-
nications Manager Nancy 
Merriman accepted a token 
of appreciation from Friends 
President Dave Osborne.
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Shortly after starting my career as a graphic designer with 

the Ontario Provincial Police, I was assigned to create an 

advertising poster for the Friends of The OPP Museum  

Bike Ride. Little did I know, this was the beginning of an 

exciting journey towards a healthier me and a personal 

commitment to the success of the Friends and their leading 

fundraiser. I hope my story will inspire those who have 

considered taking part as a rider, supporter, volunteer, 

committee member or all of the above. 

The first annual ride was held on a beautiful blue-skied day, 

September 8th, 2011. Myself, other members of Corporate 

Communications, the OPP, Friends and volunteers helped 

register, support and cheer on over 70 riders. I split the 

task of capturing the energy of the event and diversity 

of those involved through the camera lens with another 

volunteer. It was great to see the faces (and bikes) of those 

about to embark on a 50 or 100 km ride -- both seemed like 

overwhelming distances to me. 

At the celebratory barbeque, Dan Parle, a coworker, 

participant and member of the Bike Ride Committee, 

chatted with me about cycling and its many benefits.  

He encouraged me to start riding and to consider taking part 

in 2012. It must have been a pretty good sales pitch fueled 

from the vibe of the day. Within the week I was looking for 

a new bike to replace my recently stolen mountain bike.  

I headed to Velocity Cycle and Ski, sponsors of the first ride 

and every one since. I knew that I would be riding the rail 

trail as well as the road. They helped me choose the right 

bike, a comfort/hybrid for about $500. Nearly five years 

later, I couldn’t be happier. The difference a proper fitting 

bike can make is truly amazing.

I spent the fall listening to the sound of leaves crunching 
under my tires. To be honest though, my amazing wheels 
didn’t automatically make me a cycling superstar. At first, 
I struggled on those five to ten kilometre rides, finding  
myself quite winded by the time I got home. Hills were 
an absolute nightmare. Eventually the trips became less 
of a chore and more of a… wait for it... enjoyable physical 
activity, just in time for winter to set in.

Spring brought about some friendly competition when 
my other half, Matt, decided to train for the newly named 
Pedal for the Past as well. He purchased a bike of his own 
and we both invested in a pair of $50 bike shorts, a most 
comfortable and highly recommended decision. Though 
we did not often get out together, we created a bit of an 
unspoken challenge, each trying to beat the other’s distance 
and reporting back. 12, 15, 18, 23 - before long we were riding 
between 30 and 40 km, not too far from the once startling 
50. Collectively, over $800 was raised for September’s ride. 
The weather was as perfect as the year before, the route was 
absolutely stunning and the leg massage afterwards was 
very welcome. Luck topped off the day when Matt won the 
grand draw prize for a one-night stay, breakfast included at 
the JW Marriott, The Rosseau Muskoka Resort & Spa. 

I was asked to join in the wrap-up meeting by the ride 
co-founder, Rod Williams, and soon became a part of the 
committee. I worked with both him and Walter VanEssen 
on registration materials as well as creating a jersey design 
for 2013. After meeting the committee, it was clear to me 
the passion this group had towards both cycling and raising 
money to help preserve the history of the OPP. One goal was 
to create a fun, inclusive, family event for the 3rd Annual 
Pedal for the Past, so a 25 km rail trail ride was added.

5 Years Fly When You’re Having Fun! b y  A n g e l a  S t i r k

Nancy Merriman, Angela Stirk 
and Chris Johnstone help with
the 2011 Pedal for the Past. 
(Photo by Joel Emberson) 

Matthew McMillan and  
Angela Stirk pose with their 
bikes before the 2012 P4P. 
(Photo by Bobb Barratt) 

Angela Stirk signs Rick Allen`s 
shoulder. The 2013 ride marked 
her debut in jersey design.
(Photo by Bobb Barratt)

Angela Stirk and Angie  
Howe excited to begin the 
2014 Pedal for the Past.
(Photo by Chris Johnstone)
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As the ride was being planned, I started training again. 
I learned to use my 21 gears more effectively in order to 
tackle hills with ease. I challenged myself to keep an average 
speed of over 20 kms an hour and began riding to work  
a couple of days a week. All my efforts were rewarded when 
I improved my time from the year before by a landslide. 
2013 was also the year I joined the Friends of The OPP 
Museum as a member of their board of directors.

Up until this point road and rail trail rides were our 
only options. With concern from a few mountain bikers, 
we changed things up for 2014. Instead of starting and  
finishing at OPP General Headquarters we gratefully 
partnered with Hardwood Ski and Bike. This added 
beginner, intermediate and advanced trail routes. It also 
allowed us to keep our 50 and 100 km rides though Oro, 
along the beautiful shores of Lake Simcoe. This addition 
brought in new faces as well as many Pedal for the Past 
veterans. New staggered starts ensured everyone (and their 
family) could make it for our complimentary barbeque. 
Personally, I reached a new best of 83 km and was included 
among the top five fundraisers with a three year total of 
around $2000. Both are achievements I can be proud of.

Currently the Pedal for the Past committee is gearing up for 
our 5th Anniversary ride and has many new additions to 
boast about. For 2015, we are including a run, the Pan Am 

Games trail ride, and Oro Hills Challenge. Kids will also be 
able to attend at no cost with a registered adult. 

Over the last four years, the ride has raised over $75 000, 
helping fund projects such as the restoration of The OPP 
Museum’s 1931 Henderson motorcycle. Money raised this 
year will go towards a major photo digitization project.

Thank you to the Friends of The OPP Museum and Pedal for 
the Past for providing this great opportunity for inspiration 
and self-growth. I look forward to the ride this September 
and have high hopes that it will be the best one yet. 

See you there!

5 Years Fly When You’re Having Fun! b y  A n g e l a  S t i r k

Angela Stirk accepts a generous donation to our 2015 Pedal and Run for the Past fundraiser from the OPPA Credit Union employees;  
left to right - Victoria Simpson, Shannon Antonio, Jennifer Collins, Dale Gamble and Casey Thompson. (Photo by Chris Johnstone)

Friend`s president, Dave Osborne accepts a cheque from OPPA 
Branch 18 president David Sabatini. (Photo by Chris Johnstone)
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Editor’s Note:

The following is an edited version of an article submitted by 
Bettyanne Wellstead, wife of retired Superintendent Keith  
Wellstead describing her recollections of some of the experiences 
faced by members’ families in early detachment life.

Silent Partners’ is an initiative of the Ontario Provincial Police 
aimed at recognizing the sacrifices faced and contributions 
made by the spouses (they were all wives back in the day) 
of OPP members in detachments across the province in the  
earlier days of the OPP. Most detachments were in small towns, 
often isolated, and the members often lived at the detachment. 
They had little, if anything, in the way of on-site support or what 
we would today considered as technology. This gap was most 
often willingly and ably, and without reward, filled by their wives. 
Recognition of these Silent Partners is part of the Museum’s 
current ‘Behind the Badge’ display.

When the search for Silent Partners awards for OPP spouses 
stationed at small early detachments was announced, it 
occurred to me that there were many deserving women 
who were the wives and mothers who were stationed with 
their husbands in dozens of small Ontario towns, none of 
their own choosing. No detachment nearby, no support, 
and possibly very little gratitude for their service. The 
women I remember from earlier times were a varied lot; 
and were the unheralded and unpaid women who, among 
other things, answered the telephone and door day and 
night, made prisoner meals and often typed reports. 
They performed countless small duties and obligations, 
raised their children in unfamiliar communities, generally  
without complaint, and seldom dreamed of a job or a  
paycheque of their own.

One of these was my mother, Lorna Campbell Rogers. 
My parents started out in Oakville, moving on to Dundas 
and Stoney Creek before they finally settled in Brantford 
until retiring in 1961. My father, David Rogers, was the  
sergeant-in-charge of the detachment and we lived over 
the office. It seemed like a dream compared to the other 
modest rented houses we lived in, in other towns. We 
always thought our home, with its manicured lawns and 
gardens, maintained by a caretaker/gardener, was possibly 
the prettiest OPP detachment in the province.

Most often living in working class neighbourhoods, you 
could always find that element of society who did not  
welcome a police officer’s family. While living in Dundas 
in the 1930s, we had two night-time visitations at our 
home; once breaking into our garage to damage dad’s OPP  
motorcycle yet leaving our private car untouched and  

another time when a group of possibly drunken men chose 
to drive up on our lawn to shine their headlights into the 
front windows of our home and yell obscenities.

While in Dundas, it took some time to convince the 
telephone company that we really needed a private 
telephone line for police calls instead of the more common 
‘party line’. Since there were no police radios, any calls for 
my dad were made over the phone, and any other customer 
on the party line could listen in. My mother always said 
that the fastest car ride of her life was the icy Christmas 
night we were visiting our grandparents and dad was 
called back for a train wreck on the Dundas mountain.

In the early years of the Force, many young officers and 
their wives were born and raised on farms, and every 
move further from their homesteads was considered a big 
deal in a time when most people spent their entire lives 
near where they were born. In Oakville in 1930, while my 
mother was nine months pregnant, dad was called away 
on a huge manhunt for a cop killer with orders to bring the 
criminal in “dead or alive”. My dad later shot him and took 
him into custody. Three days later my mother gave birth 
to me. The criminal was later tried, convicted and, within 
a year, hanged in the Don Jail in Toronto. This was surely 
a giant step from his previous life on the farm.

In 1940/41, many officers were issued their first police 
cruiser, equipped with radios. It was a wonderful step  
forward, but the telephone still kept ringing day and night, 
seven days a week, even on the one day off.

One night in Stoney Creek in the 1940s, there was flooding 
in the railway underpass on Highway 20. Dad had to 
borrow a rowboat to rescue a family of five who were sitting 

b y  B e t t y a n n e  ( R o g e r s )  W e l l s t e a dSilent Partners

Brantford Detachment, 1950s. 
(2009.194.5). (Photo donated  
by the author) Lorna C. Rogers. 

(Photo submitted by author)
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on the roof of their car. They all ended up in our kitchen and 

appreciated the coffee, blankets and dry clothes supplied by 

our family. Another time, a handsome German Shepherd 

dog took a liking to my father one afternoon at the Hamilton 

General Hospital. With no apparent owner, he stayed with 

us for several days. I don’t know who was more disappointed 

in our house, my brother or I, when Air Force personnel 

turned up to retrieve their mascot who must have mistaken 

a blue police uniform for an RCAF uniform.

Looking back, you realize what a tough, solitary job each 

husband and wife undertook when he joined the Force 

in those early days. They were constantly moving to new 

towns and hamlets anywhere in the province, making 

new friends and joining new churches and organizations.  

Children had to change to new schools and make new 

friends. I do not remember any complaints, although you 

realize there must have been a few. In those days I thought 

only ministers, bank managers and OPP families moved 

on a regular basis.

Today we remember the officers and their Silent Partners; 

surnames such as Rose, Parmenter, Blucher, Clark, Darby 

and many others. We remember them as special people 

who each quietly did their jobs and raised their families, 

and we remember them with love and with pride.

b y  B e t t y a n n e  ( R o g e r s )  W e l l s t e a dSilent Partners

The following is a listing of upcoming meetings and events either being hosted or attended by Friends, Board members and 
volunteers. Readers are reminded that it is always subject to change.

If you would like more information about a particular event or wish to volunteer, please contact the Friends’ office well in 
advance. If you are not already a Friends volunteer, there is an application process that must take place.

Members are eligible to attend regular Board meetings as observers, but are requested to contact the Friends’ office at least 
one week in advance.

June 20  Doors Open Orillia/Orillia Public Library

July 1 Canada Day at Heritage Park, Barrie

July 4-5 Mariposa Folk Festival 
 - Folk Play Area/Orillia

July 8 Friends Board Meeting

July 19 Heritage Day/50th Anniversary  
 Coldwater Canadiana Heritage  
 Museum (with Commissioner’s Own  
 Pipes and Drums)

Sept. 9 Friends Board Meeting

Sept. 11 5th Annual Pedal and Run for  

 the Past Fundraiser, Hardwood  

 Ski & Bike, Oro-Medonte

Sept. 26 Canine Unit 50th Anniversary  

 Celebration, Gravenhurst

Oct. 13 OPP 106th Anniversary & Celebrate  

 Volunteers and Supporters event,  

 OPP GHQ

Upcoming Meetings and Events

Community Safety Services (CSS), on behalf of the Ontario Provincial Police, would like to express our sincere thanks for 
your invaluable assistance provided to make this year’s OPP Kids’ Day in Orillia a great success.

I was very pleased to see you and many others at Tudhope Park, volunteering their time to organize and run the events 
and promote positive relations. The commitmant shown by everyone involved was highly commenable and had significant 
impact on the aproximately 400 children who attended. There was a great turnout, good weather and a lot of fun and games. 

On behalf of OPP Kids’ Fishing Day, in partnership with the Orillia Perch Festival, please accept my sincere appreciation for 
your generous support of this event. 

Yours truly,  R.D. (Robyn) MacEachern, Inspector - Community Safety Services

Thank You to Friends - 2015 OPP Kids’ Day
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 

a line at OPP.Museum@opp.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2003.76.135

2000.2.1 
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Meet Our New Board Member

KEVIN OSBORNE - DIRECTOR

Kevin was born in Hamilton and is the son of retired 
OPP Inspector Dave Osborne. Typical for OPP family 
members, he grew up in Owen Sound, Peterborough and 
Orillia, where he has lived since 1997.

Kevin graduated from Wilfrid Laurier University with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and English. He 
graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School in 2011 and 
was called to the bar in 2012. He is currently employed 
as in-house counsel at It Just Works Software in Orillia, 
a hospitality software development company, where 
he previously worked as a software developer. He has 
volunteered technical consulting services to several  
non-profit organizations.

Kevin joined Friends and became a member of the  
Board in 2015.Kevin Osborne, 2015-2018 Director

On March 21st, Board Secretary Len Aitchison accepted 
an award on behalf of Friends at the 2015 International 
Motorcycle Springshow in Mississauga. The Editor’s Choice 
Award (“Eddy”) was developed by the editors of Canadian 
motorcycle publications to recognize persons or groups for 
their contributions to celebrating or promoting the history and 
sport of motorcycling. The award was one of several for various 
publication media categories and recognized our fundraising 
and preservation of the Museum’s 1931 Henderson.

Friends’ nomination was put forward by Glenn Roberts, the 
editor of Motorcycle Mojo magazine and was based on an article 
written by Len in their November 2014 edition. Glenn came to 
our August 2014 ‘rally’ to help publicly showcase the recently-
restored Henderson. In accepting the award from Marcus 
Martellacci representing the magazine, Len thanked Motorcycle 
Mojo and the Show for the recognition, and accepted it “on 
behalf of our members and supporters who made it possible 
and Rob Olsen of ‘O4 Motors’ who made it happen”.

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable registration 
#81381 0819 RR 0001). Anyone wishing to make a donation to the Museum’s artifact collection should contact the  
Museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

More Recognition for Our Henderson Restoration

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum

Board Secretary Len Aitchison accepts the award from Peter 
Derry (left), Vice President Sales and Marketing/Show Man-
ager, International Motorcycle Springshow. (Photo by Dave 
Derry, with permission)
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Credits

Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2014-2015

Position Name Term

Board Executive

President Dave Osborne 2013 - 2016

Vice President Debbie Sokoloskie 2015 - 2018

Secretary Len Aitchison 2013 - 2016

Treasurer Ted McCollum 2015 - 2018

Board Directors 

Director Angie McCollum 2014 - 2017

Director Matt Eade 2014 - 2017

Director Angela Stirk 2013 - 2016

Director Kevin Osborne 2015 - 2018

Director Bernie Murphy (COA Representative) 2012 - present 

OPP Staff Partners and Previous Board Members

Honorary Chair J. V. N. (Vince) Hawkes - OPP Commissioner

Honorary Director Christine (Chris) Johnstone - Museum Curator 
• OPP Museum Liaison Officer

Honorary Director Nancy Merriman - Manager, Communications Support Unit, 
Corporate Communications & Executive Services
• CCES Representative

Previous Presidents Pat Bromley (2012-2014), Norm Feaver (2011-2012), Doug Cole (2009-2011), 
Dorothy Duncan (2008-2009), Sandra Stanton (2008)

Previous Honorary Chairs Chris Lewis, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2010- 2014)
Julian Fantino, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2008-2010)

Previous Board Members Paul Delaney, Paul Laing, Rod Williams, Linda Rodenburg, Rae Fleming,  
Bruce Waite, Angie Howe, Sandy Thomas, Dave Truax, Sandra Stanton,  
Norm Feaver, Terry Hehn, Doug Cole
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777 Memorial Avenue 
Orillia ON  L3V 7V3 

(705) 330-4178 
 

support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY PROVINCE POSTAL CODE 

PHONE #1 PHONE #2 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

IF AN ORGANIZATION, PLEASE PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR A REPRESENTATIVE 

 

 

PRIVACY WAIVER (RESPONSE REQUIRED) 
Friends of The OPP Museum may publish, post online, or otherwise disclose my name as a member and/or 
supporter in its publications and/or website. 

 I Agree     I Do Not Agree 
 

 

I VERIFY THE ABOVE INFORMATION 
DATE SIGNATURE 

 

Section 1:  YES!  I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF “FRIENDS” 
 
SUPPORTER LEVELS   FRIEND ($25-$99)   LEADER ($2500-$4999) 
   STEWARD ($100-$499)   COMMISSIONER’S CIRCLE (over $5000) 
   GUARDIAN ($500-$2499)  

MY DONATION (tax receipt issued for this amount) 
Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR001 

$ 

 

Section 2:  
YES! I WOULD LIKE TO BE A VOTING MEMBER OF FRIENDS (Dec – Jan annually)  
Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum.  It reserves the right 
to withhold membership from any person if it determines that the person has or is likely to act in a manner that may be detrimental to 
the affairs, image or reputation of the Friends or of the Ontario Provincial Police. 
  

 √ BELOW ARE THE NAMES OF TWO PERSONS WHO ARE CURRENTLY “FRIENDS” MEMBERS WHO WILL SPONSER ME 
(REQUIRED BY ALL NEW APPLICANTS).  Please contact the Friends office if you need assistance. 

 
SPONSOR #1 

 
SPONSOR #2 

MEMBERSHIP FEE:  
(No tax receipt is issued for this fee) $25.00 

TOTAL: $25.00 membership fee plus optional 
donation amount as indicated above = $ 

 

 
Please see important payment and communication information on the reverse 

 

DONATION and MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION Form 
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I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THIS DONATION   IN HONOUR OF  IN MEMORY OF 
NAME 

A NOTE ACKNOWLEDGING THIS DONATION SHOULD BE SENT TO: 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

 POSTAL CODE 

EMAIL 

 


 

By checking here and signing this form on the reverse, I acknowledge that I have the consent of the person named above, and/or possess the 

authority to speak on his/her behalf and grant “Friends” permission to identify them in any donation recognition program (i.e. by posting their 

name(s) online or including it in print) 

 
PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 

 Cash (accepted in person only – do not mail cash) 
 Cheque/Money Order (payable to Friends of The OPP Museum) 
 Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 
 Visa/MasterCard (below) 

 
Card Number:  _____________________________________________________  Expiry Date:  _________________ 
  
Name on Card:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Cardholder:  ___________________________________________ Date:  ________________________ 
 

COMMUNICATION PREFERENCE 
 

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum correspondence, notices, publications, etc.: 
 

 By email to the address shown on the reverse 
 By regular mail to the address shown on the reverse 
 By OPP internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau):  ______________________________ 
 Please do not send any communications 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 
 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 Database updated 
 Donation Entered ______________________ 
 Tax Receipt Issued  _____________________ 
 Membership Processed  _________________ 
 

Payment Record 

 Cheque #  __________      Auth #  __________________ 
 Cash  $  ____________       Online  _________________ 

Payment Processed  

 

By: Date: 

Membership Approval by Board 

For Year: 

Board Member: Date: 


