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During their four year partnership, Cloud II and his 

handler, Provincial Constable Ray Carson succeeded 

in capturing 123 fugitives.  Cloud II was a well-known 

member of the OPP’s canine team having appeared, 

along with Carson, on Front Page Challenge on 

November 5th, 1974, where they “stumped” the 

panel.  

Hall of Fame, 1974 

Cloud II was also a Purina Hall of Fame member.  

Given the task of capturing three escaped juvenile 

offenders who were presumed to be armed, Cloud 

II and Provincial Constable Carson approached a 

fishing hut where two of the offenders were believed 

to be hiding.  

On command, Cloud II entered the hut and emerged 

with a loaded rifle.  He then forced another to give 

up a knife.  The third escapee, who had earlier run 

off, was tracked down at a nearby cottage and also 

disarmed of a large club by Cloud II.  

“For his unflinching courage against great odds”, 

Cloud II earned the distinction of becoming a 

member of the Purina Animal Hall of Fame, on 

September 12th, 1974 as he had clearly demonstrated 

the “courage, perseverance, and dedication” required 

of an Ontario Provincial Police dog.  

The five year old 90 lb German Sheppard was trained 

for search and rescue work, trailing and apprehending 

wanted or escaped persons and to search out hidden 

caches of drugs like marijuana or hashish.  

Continued on page 2...

Cloud II - A Hero’s Life
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Tragically, Cloud II was shot and killed in the line of 

duty in 1975. 

A suspected murderer who escaped while awaiting 

trial was the subject of a large-scale manhunt 

during the summer of 1975 in the North Bay area.  

Provincial Constable Ray Carson and his dog, Cloud 

II were one of the canine teams involved in the 

search when Cloud II picked up the suspect’s trail 

approximately 25 miles east of Sudbury.  On the 

following day, Carson and Cloud II caught up to the 

suspect outside a cabin in a bush clearing.  During 

the attempt to capture the fugitive, who was armed 

with a 30-30 rifle, Cloud II was shot and killed.  The 

wounded suspect was captured later that afternoon.

Cloud II is the only OPP dog to have been killed in 

the line of duty, and he was the first police dog to be 

killed in Ontario.  

Fittingly, he was buried on the grounds of the 

Ontario Provincial Police District Headquarters in 

North Bay with numerous officers, local citizens and 

school children (many of whom he had met during 

class visits with Carson) in attendance.  

In memory

His memory continues to be honored by the Ontario 

Provincial Police as his remains have recently 

been relocated to The OPP Museum, necessitated 

by a move by the OPP to a new site in North Bay, 

and the desire by local officers not to “leave him 

behind.”   A ceremony marking this occasion, and 

celebrating the contributions of all of the Canine 

Unit’s partnerships over its 47 year history, was 

held on January 20th, 2012.  Attended by a number 

of retirees and current serving Canine handlers, 

as well as Friends members and visitors, the event 

provided the opportunity to discuss memories of 

past “tracks” and share touching remarks about 

the contributions of Staff Sergeant (retired) Ray 

Carson, and his brave partner Cloud II.  Friends 

Vice President Staff Sergeant (retired) Pat Bromley 

recalled her impressions of the day when she arrived 

on scene to find Ray with his head in his hands after 

having lost his “24/7” partner.  The true meaning 

Cloud II’s sacrifice was captured by her heartfelt 

remembrances. 

Cloud II - A Hero’s Life  (Continued from cover)

On hand to mark the occasion were retired handlers Doug Swift, Gary Penley, Steve Ross, 
Don Stevenson (second original handler) and Vince Jones (fourth original handler)  

along with current Canine handler Prov. Cst. Halverson and partner Diesel. 

Deputy Commissioner Larry Beechey
led the remarks.
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b y  C a t h y  B e l l

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s message

The museum rang in 2012 with a wonderful and 

sentimental event recognizing Cloud II and the 

contributions of all of the Canine Unit partnerships over 

its 47 year history.  It was an excellent opportunity to bring 

together OPP veterans and current serving members and 

the public to share memories and tales of exciting “tracks”.   

It was also a great introduction for new Museum Assistant 

Lacey Robson who joins me and Collections Assistant 

Tiffany Taylor in agreeing that the two four-legged guests 

in attendance - Diesel and Gunner, stole the show with 

their adorable looks and amazing energy!  A remarkable 

year lies ahead with much to look forward to including 

new displays, the launch of a newly developed education 

resource kit and the promise of many new friendships, 

objects and stories finding their way to the museum – you 

never know who will walk through our doors.  

Welcome 2012! 

Editor’s Message

I hope you enjoy the Friends of The OPP Museum winter 

2012 newsletter where you will read about our successful 

activities and events. Please forward suggestions for 

future articles to: cathy.bell@ontario.ca.  We are always 

looking for input to ensure this newsletter and the 

Friends continue meet your expectations.  We have 

grown and evolved as we continue to support The OPP 

Museum and the history and heritage of the OPP.  If you 

are interested in becoming a Friends supporter, please 

turn to the back cover of the newsletter where you will 

find additional information, or visit us at our website:   

http://www.oppmuseumfriends.ca.

Your assistance will help the museum to remain a viable 

and recognized part of provincial heritage and tourism 

networks. 

Thank you for supporting the Friends!  

President:   Norm Feaver 

Vice President:  Pat Bromley 

Secretary:   Vacant 

Treasurer:   Terry Hehn 

Directors:   Angie McCollum, Ted McCollum, Len Aitchison,  

    Doug Cole (Past President), Dave Truax (Commissioned Officer’s  

    Association Representative)  

Honorary Director: Rick Philbin (Director, Corporate Communications & Executive Services) 

Honorary Director: Chris Johnstone (Museum Curator) 

Honorary Director: Nancy Merriman (Manager, Communications Support Unit)  

Newsletter Editor:  Cathy Bell

Friends Board Members
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The location and nature of the central command 

of the OPP changed as the force grew in numbers 

and sophistication.  First housed in the Parliament 

Building (Ontario Legislative Building), General 

Headquarters evolved over the years into a  

multi-floored, thoroughly modern complex of bricks 

and glass.

With numbers totalling fifty-one in 1909, the 

Government of the day decided to locate the 

headquarters for the new provincial police force 

at the Parliament Buildings in Toronto.  The 

administrative function of the OPP remained at this 

location for thirty-nine years. 

In 1946 cramped accommodation created the need 

for more space to house additional employees.  

On October 15, 1946, the OPP moved their 

headquarters to a stately mansion at 13 Queen’s Park 

Crescent, previously occupied by the University of 

Toronto’s Academy of Medicine.  This new facility 

accommodated the Commissioner and his staff, as 

well as the Criminal Investigation Branch (CIB),  

and included a control station for the newly 

established province wide network of radio stations 

set up in OPP districts. 

The Various Locations of  
OPP Headquarters Over the Years B y  J i m  W a t t 

In 1957 the OPP membership increased to the point 

where the government relocated OPP Headquarters 

to the former Orange Crush plant at 125 Fleet St.,  

near Lake Ontario. According to Commissioner 

McNeill, the newly renovated building stood out “as 

one of the finest and most complete administrative 

centers in Canada”. The OPP provided transportation 

to transfer employees to the Fleet St. location since 

no public transportation existed at that time.  The 

laboratory of the Attorney General’s Department 

shared space with the OPP in the new headquarters.

Once again the growth of the OPP necessitated a 

larger facility.  In 1975 Headquarters expanded to 

include 90 Harbour Street, the former home of the 

Workmen’s Compensation Board. The OPP took 

possession of a much larger building, 105,000 

square feet, as opposed to 40,000 in the old facility, 

with a 120 person cafeteria, including a separate 

dining room for commissioned officers. The fourth 

floor housed senior staff as well as an executive 

dining room and lounge. 

Yet again motivated by a need for more space, and 

the desire to decentralize government services, 

the City of Orillia  was selected as the site for the 

new General  Headquarters. The ultra modern 

125 Fleet / Lakeshore
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glass-faced building, opened September 16,  1995 

and housed 904 employees (386 uniformed staff 

and 386 civilians) in a four storey structure that  

measured 508,000 square feet.  The size of the 

new building accommodated office space, a library, 

museum,  forensic labs, and room for the canine 

unit. The 60 acre property included sufficient room 

for a helicopter pad and hangar, as well as the room  

for the facility to repair OPP fleet automobiles.  

Some offices of the Attorney-General as well as 

Correctional Services also operated out of this new 

building.

From a small office in the Parliament Buildings, 

the headquarters for the OPP has evolved into 

an impressive, modern building.  This structure 

reflects the growth in numbers, sophistication, and 

importance of Ontario’s provincial police force to 

the people of Ontario.

Parliament Buildings  
(Ontario Legislative  
        Building)

Current Headquarters in Orillia

Demolition of 90 Harbour Street
(Photo: Harold Staats)
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Sergeant Roch P. Labelle, Badge No. 105 

As many of you remember from the previous newsletter, the 

museum recently acquired a number of significant photos 

and objects from the career of Sergeant Roch P. Labelle. 

Born in Montreal in 1899, Labelle was eager to enlist with 

the army as a young lad in 1916, fudging his age by a year 

for the opportunity to fight overseas during WWI. After his 

time serving with the Royal 22nd Regiment, he followed 

the footsteps of many men upon returning home when he 

decided to embark on a career as a police officer. When the 

Ontario Provincial Police hired Labelle in October 1922, he 

became one of 79% of returning servicemen to make up the 

force at that time. 

Following a disastrous string of fires that swept through the 

District of Temiskaming, claiming 45 lives and leaving 1,774 

families homeless, Labelle was pulled from his recruit class 

to join the relief effort at Thornloe. Living in a small tent 

for weeks alongside two fellow recruits, they oversaw the 

distribution of relief supplies to the community and aided 

in rebuilding shelters. Details of this event are featured in  

Dahn Higley’s book O.P.P. The History of the Provincial 

Police Force, alongside photographs loaned from the Labelle 

photo collection. 

After a brief stint living in temporary quarters in Thornloe, 

Labelle was officially posted to Hawkesbury by the end of 

1922 where he served until his promotion to Sergeant in 

1932. Having been transferred to Cornwall, the community 

of Hawkesbury reluctantly bid him farewell at a special 

gathering which included the presentation of a silver tray 

engraved with the signatures of his associates. 

In 1937, Labelle was named High Constable in charge 

of Carleton County. During his time in Ottawa, he was 

instrumental in the successful resolution of many major 

crimes in the eastern part of the province. One such high 

profile case was the Richmond bank holdup. The small 

community bank was robbed of $12,000 in cash by a gang of 

thugs lead by Oscar Campbell, an escaped American fugitive 

soon targeted as “Canada’s Public Enemy No. 1”. Campbell 

was eventually tracked down at a nearby cottage and served 

nine years in Kingston Penitentiary as a result. 

Sgt. Labelle left the force in 1944 and began a new chapter in 

his career as a successful businessman. For twenty-five years 

Labelle owned Eastview Hardware and subsequently served 

as President of the Eastview Chamber of Commerce. He was 

also an active member of the Eastview branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion. When he passed in March of 1974 he left 

behind eight children and thirty-one grandchildren. 

Collection Corner
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When I woke up this morning,

and I walked out the door,

I could never have imagined,

what was in store.

Like every other day.

Grabbed my hat and my keys,

jumped in my car,

pulling my coat over my sleeves,

not driving too far.

Like every other day.

Yet on a routine call,

a roadside traffic stop,

Never did I imagine, 

it would change it all.

Like every other day.

In my badge and my uniform,

my hand on my heart,

this is where my service,

made its proud start.

Like every other day.

Never did I anticipate,

how much on me they depend, 

serving my people, 

safe and secure, ‘til the end.

Like every other day.

But on my call, an unexpected event,

would alter my life,

don’t know where the time went.

Today is the day,

I die for what I believe

My spouse and family,

their time to grieve.

I won’t be going home,

can’t walk through my door,

I never imagined

What was in store,

Not like every other day.

Now grieve for awhile,

then move forward and on,

I’ll watch over you,

from the great beyond.

Stand proud when you serve.

Remember what you stand for.

Remember me,

As you walk through your door

Like every other day.

For Those Who Serve A  p o e m  b y  D e b b i e  A u c h t e r l o n i e

Upcoming Events

 Wednesday, March 14 March Board meeting

 Wednesday, April 11 April Board meeting 

 May Annual General Meeting

 Saturday, June 9 GHQ Employee Appreciation Day 

 Friday, June 15 Fundraising Dinner, Midland 

 Thursday, Sept. 6  Bike Ride

Friends of The OPP Museum is a volunteer, 

charitable organization that supports and 

promotes The OPP Museum.  

 

The museum, located in General Headquarters, 

777 Memorial Avenue, Orillia, ON L3V 7V3, 

is open free of charge to the public, Monday - 

Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (except statutory 

holidays).  Telephone (705) 329-6889

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable registration  

#81381 0819 RR 0001). The receipts for 2011 will be sent out early in 2012.  Anyone wishing to make a donation to the 

museum’s artifact collection should contact the museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum

Editor’s note:  The Friends board extends a warm thank you to Debbie Auchterlonie  

for her dedicated and professional service as Friends Executive Assistant. 
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 Who am I? Can you help?  
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us a 

line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2003.76.253

2011.23.17

2011.23.26

2011.23.1

2011.23.15

2011.23.27
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TEMAGAMI!
Do you have one?

As many of you already know, Friends was instrumental 

in returning Temagami, the OPP’s first patrol vessel 

to the OPP family in 2011.  Now part of the museum’s 

collection, it is proudly on display at OPP General 

Headquarters in Orillia.  

To commemorate Temagami, a limited edition 

collectible pin is now available for sale to help off-set 

costs associated with acquiring this historic vessel.  

Interested in buying one?  Please contact any 

member of our board of directors, call or email us at 

membership@oppmuseumfriends.ca or 705-330-4178 

or stop by the museum to purchase one in person.  Your 

minimum $5.00 donation (shipping extra) for each pin 

will help to ensure that funds are available for future 

Friends endeavors.  Share the legacy, and the history.  

Get yours while they last! 

Membership 
Campaign Winners!

As a special reward for members this year we 
offered two special prize packages – one for a 
renewing member, and one for a new member.  

The draw, held at The OPP Museum on Tuesday 
January 10, 2012 resulted in Bettyann Wellstead 
(renewal member) and Eric Booth (new member) 
taking home the prizes!  

Congratulations! 

Still not a member?  It’s not too late to join, 

or renew for the 2012 membership year!  Your 

membership will ensure that you get regular 

newsletters, invites to special events and most 

importantly, your financial support means 

that Friends is able to continue to support and 

promote The OPP Museum.  

Check out the back cover 

for details on becoming 

a member of the 

Friends of The OPP Museum.



777 Memorial Avenue 
Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

(705) 330-4178 
 

membership@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your 
membership and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain confidential 
unless written permission to disclose has been provided.  

 
 

Membership Application/Renewal Form 
 

Name:    

     □   this is a renewal and my address has not changed 

Bureau:  

Street:  

City:  Province: Postal code:  

Phone:  Phone:   

email:  

Signature: Date:   
 
 

Whenever possible, I would prefer to receive my Friends of The OPP Museum meeting notifications, 
newsletters, updates and special invitations: 
 

□ by email                  □ by regular mail             □ please do not send any notices 
 

Annual membership fee  $25.00

Additional donation (optional). Tax receipt required for this portion?  □ YES   □ NO $ 

Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR0001 Total enclosed: $ 

□ Payment by Visa or Mastercard.  Name on card:  ____________________________________________ 
 
    Card number: ___________________________________________________ expiry _______________   

    3 digit security code from back of card ____________    
 

□ Please make cheques payable to Friends of The OPP Museum.  Do not mail cash. 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. 
The Board of Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application. 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY: Membership #___________

Database updated: 

□ new member entered 
□ renewed member updated 

Method of payment:  

□ cheque (#) __________          □ credit auth # ___________ 
□ cash ($)     __________  

Payment processed Date: Initials:  

Member package sent Date: Initials: 


