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Fourth Annual Pedal for the Past Raises  
$17,000 on Dirt and Pavement

Despite a nearby tornado and hailstones the size of golf balls 

that rained down on OPP General Headquarters to the east, 

almost 50 cyclists continued unscathed to raise $17,000 and 

counting to preserve the history of the OPP by participating 

in the Friends of The OPP Museum’s fourth annual Pedal for 

the Past (P4P) fundraising bike ride held on September 5.

It was a hot day and, despite the black clouds and constant 

rumbling of thunder as a back drop, only a few drops of rain 

fell on the riders in Oro-Medonte. Environment Canada later 

confirmed that a tornado had touched down in Udney, about 

20 kilometres east of Orillia (30 kilometres from the site of 

the ride) with winds reaching speeds of 135 to 175 kilometres 

an hour at peak.

None of this seemed to bother the participants who were 

in good spirits throughout. For the first time, mountain 

bike trail riders joined the road riders. The organizers 

expressed gratitude to Hardwood Ski and Bike which 

hosted the event, providing use of their trails and facilities. 

Previous incarnations of P4P had started from OPP General 

Headquarters in Orillia.

“Hardwood Ski and Bike gave us the opportunity to involve 

mountain bikers and change up the event a little bit to keep 

things fresh,” said Dave Osborne, a retired OPP officer, 

President of the Friends Board of Directors and the lead 

organizer for the event.

About one third of participants chose to ride a 50 kilometre 

route on pavement. Another third took the 100 kilometre 

route on pavement and the rest tried out their dirt skills out 

on the trails of Hardwood Ski and Bike, which will be the site 

of the mountain bike races for the 2015 Pan Am Games. At 

the end of the route, riders took advantage of free massage, 

yoga sessions or played beach volleyball and disc golf until 

the celebratory barbecue got underway at 4:30 p.m.

continued on following page...

b y  D a n  P a r l e

ThE Top fIVE fUndraISErS!
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Shortly after the participants left the barbecue with a variety 

of door prizes donated by sponsors, the skies opened and a 

torrential downpour flooded the site.

For the first time, the ride had a staggered start depending on 

which route the participant chose, but the sight of so many 

enthusiastic cyclists on the roads of Oro and the Hardwood 

trails wearing the Friends cycling jersey was still stirring and 

raised the profile of the Friends and the Museum.

As always, the atmosphere on the ride was supportive and 

friendly with Velocity bike shop of Orillia providing route 

mechanical and emergency support.

Riders had to raise at least $200 in sponsorships to 
participate in the event. In return, they received a quality, 
custom-designed cycling jersey, ride support, entrance to a 
variety of draws for prizes and the barbecue. Some riders 
even brought their children and/or spouses to the barbecue 
to help them celebrate their accomplishment.

“Every cent raised will go to the Friends of The OPP Museum 
work, thanks to our many generous local sponsors who 
provided donations in cash and in kind to support the ride. 
I want to publicly thank all of them,” said Mr. Osborne. The 
logos of the P4P sponsors can be found on the back page of 
this Newsletter.

Fourth Annual Pedal for the Past Raises  
$17,000 on Dirt and Pavement (continued) b y  D a n  P a r l e

50km riders

Trail riders

100km riders
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b y  D a v e  O s b o r n ePresident’s Message
For my inaugural message as the incoming President I 
thought it appropriate to reflect back on the great work of 
our outgoing President, Pat Bromley. Fortunately for me, 
Pat remains on the Board as Past President, and just as 
committed to the success of Friends.

As I have only been involved with the Board for the past 
year, I turned to Museum staff and to our Board members 
for some insight before my time. Some reflections:

Pat is a member of the pioneering group of female OPP 
members and has been an integral part of the significant 
changes brought to the Force. She is and has been involved 
in a number of community and historical organizations 
in the Orillia / Simcoe area, and has a deep and abiding 
interest in the history of both Ontario and the OPP.

As a Friends Board member, Pat has been a woman with 
a purpose. She has approached each task with a goal, 
objective and implementation-plan to ensure not only the 
task was completed, but also that it was completed on time 
and positively reflected the Friends, the Museum and the 
OPP. When the President position became vacant, she 
stepped forward to take on those additional responsibilities.

As someone who joined the Board after Pat, I appreciated 
the passion, commitment and dedication that she devoted 
to our team. The manner in which she approached her 
responsibilities and took on issues and challenges, that 
others may not have, is commendable. I knew from the 
start that she was the one that set the bar for everyone to 
follow. She introduced change, efficiencies and supported 
an expansion of the function of the Board both as a Director, 
and as the President. She should be congratulated for the 
excellent job she did while in that position.

Without a doubt, Pat has moved Friends of The OPP Museum 
forward on several fronts. During my short time on the 
Board we have seen OPP community safety films digitally 
restored and posted on the web, the implementation of 
Heritage Awards in recognition of individual contributions 
to OPP history and the restoration of the 1931 Henderson 
motorcycle, to name just a few. And these are only the 
changes visible to the public.

Behind the scenes, Pat worked hard to encourage 

membership and donations to Friends from her OPP and 

community contacts. She is very aware of who our members 

and donors are and insisted on signing all acknowledgement 

letters and donation receipts herself. Her commitment to 

advancing the mission and education mandate established 

by the original founders of Friends of The OPP Museum in 

2008 has never wavered.

As a leader, I have observed Pat cultivate and maintain key 

partnerships within the OPP, with our fellow Veterans and 

in the community. For example, we have seen increased 

involvement with the Museum and the OPP Off Duty 

Shopp through such events as Doors Open and Celebrating 

Our Vets Saturday Openings and worked closely with the 

Museum to promote and celebrate what is an amazing 

new exhibit. We have also seen the Commissioned Officers 

Association step forward with a major annual commitment 

to our future success. 

In addition to what has already been expressed, I found 

that Pat is open to ideas and encouraging of her peers on 

the Board. She was and is a model for me, the consummate 

professional as the President of Friends, and a great mentor. 

On behalf of the Board and all of our supporters, thank you 

Pat for your commitment and continued dedication.

Pat Bromley promoted The OPP Museum’s new exhibit “Behind 
the Badge” at the Coldwater Canadiana Heritage Museum’s  
annual Heritage Day in July. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Friends on the web! oppmuseumfriends.ca

Stop by the Friends of The OPP Museum website for upcoming events, volunteer opportunities, 
photo galleries, membership, donor and payment details!
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The Museum has much to celebrate this fall season as we 
look back at a very successful summer. We have received 
a great deal of positive feedback from our visitors as they 
explored the new exhibit and discovered our new Gallery 
Guide. We were also very fortunate to have the support of 
Friends for several special Saturday events that brought 
in new audiences and helped to spread the word about 
this great collection and the many stories of the men 
and women of the OPP. This exhibit recognizes many 
milestones in the development of the OPP, including a 
number of important anniversaries to be celebrated in 
2014. One such occasion, the 40th Anniversary of Aviation 
Services, is explored further in this issue’s Collections 
Corner article. Be sure also to keep an eye out for details 
related to an event marking the 40th Anniversary of 
women to join the ranks of the OPP to be held in Orillia 
on December 3rd, 2014.

On hand for the Aviation Services anniversary celebration  
were current helicopter pilot Tom Laing and two of the original 
1974 helicopter pilots Gerry Dowd and Gord Hedges.  
(Photo by Tiffany Taylor 

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message

b y  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e eEditorial Message
The autumn Newsletter always seems to be more of a 

flurry of activity than other editions. Summer distractions 

along with the timing of the annual Pedal for the Past bike 

ride seem to conspire to challenge our contributors and 

volunteers to assemble interesting and informative content 

somewhere close to our targeted deadline.

Along with our regular content, in this issue we highlight 

some of our numerous summer outreach activity including 

a series of Saturday Museum openings. There is also a report 

on this year’s Bike Ride at Hardwood Ski and Bike. We also 

wrap up our profiles of the current Board of Directors.

We hope you enjoyed a safe and relaxing summer and, as 

always, thank each and every one for supporting Friends of 

The OPP Museum.

Your Friends membership expires on December 31st each 

year and we will soon be mailing out a letter to our current 

members encouraging them to renew for next year. Along with 

renewing their membership, we hope that our members will 

offer additional support by making a donation.

As we described in our June Newsletter, the members ap-

proved a new direction recommended by the Board at the 

2014 AGM to require that a person wishing to become a new 

member of Friends (not a renewal) provide the names of two 

current members as sponsors. This change is being prompted 

by pending new provincial legislation affecting all not-for-

profit corporations that has the potential to expose organiza-

tions such as ours to self interested influences that could jeop-

ardize our efforts and resources. Many groups are considering 

transitioning to a “sponsored membership”.

The Board of Directors is currently drafting new bylaws and 

policy that will hopefully take effect in 2015, so for the remain-

der of this year, renewals received for 2015 will be unchanged.

Membership in Friends has always been an open and easy 

way to become involved in Friends and supporting the OPP 

Museum. It is the goal of the Board to keep it simple while 

protecting our interests.

Watch for your renewal notice coming soon.

It’s Membership Renewal Time
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As most of you know, The OPP Museum is normally open 
Monday to Friday. In conjunction with the OPP Off Duty 
Shopp, and with a lot of support from OPP Corporate 
Communications and General Headquarters Security, 
Friends took the initiative to host two Saturday openings, 
with a goal to celebrate of our Veterans and to also 
promote the new museum exhibit, Behind the Badge – 
The Story of the Ontario Provincial Police. Many of our 
invited Veterans are highlighted in the new exhibit. The 
first Saturday of July and August were selected and the 
events went off with much fanfare and great success. 

The Museum and the Off Duty Shopp were open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and our Veterans attended from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. A press release provided a brief profile on each 
Veteran to be in attendance, and invited the public to 
meet them and ask questions. About 30 visitors attended 
in July to speak with our honoured Vets: Communications 
Operator 2 Yo Sunnerton, Staff Sergeant Ron and Sharon 
Allan, Inspector Bob Arbour and Provincial Constable Liz 
Arbour, and Provincial Constable Neil Hurtubise. 

Our August opening was in honour of the 40th anniversary 
of women joining the ranks of the OPP. About 50 visitors 
attended to meet with our Veterans: Communications 
Operator 3 Norma McQuoid (hired in 1972), Pat Bromley 
and Liz Arbour from the first year of hire in 1974, and 
Mary Hardisty from the class of 1979. Friends’ Board 
member, Staff Sergeant Angie McCollum also attended 
and wore her current uniform, to contrast with Liz Arbour 
wearing her original issue. Media coverage was excellent. 

We are hoping to expand on this initiative next summer, 
subject to the continuing interest and support of our 
Vets and the OPP. Friends also hopes to have more 
Saturday openings in the future. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact the Friends office.

A Celebration Of Our OPP Veterans -  
Special Saturday Openings b y  D a v e  O s b o r n e

Staff Sergeant Angie McCollum with Veterans.  
(Photo by Lauren Dinnick)

Staff Sergeant (retired) Patricia Bromley, Kamla Chowdhar and 
Betty Learning. (photo by Lauren Dinnick)

Neil Hurtubise and future OPP recruit. (photo by Lauren Dinnick)

Friends President Dave Osborne with participants of the  
first Friends of The OPP Museum Meet a Veteran Day.  
(Photo by Lauren Dinnick)
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b y  D o u g  C o l eOutreach 

Your Outreach Committee has been busy over the summer 

attending a variety of community events and fairs all over 

southern Ontario including:

- Caledon (Family Day) 

- Orillia (OPP Veterans Day) 

- Gravenhurst (EMS Charity Baseball Tournament) 

- Barrie (Canada Day Kids Zone) 

- Orillia (Mariposa Folk Festival Play Area) 

- Smiths Falls (Eastern Ontario Torch Ride) 

- Midland (Georgian Bay Bike Week) 

- Uptergrove (Ramara Historical Society Yesteryears  

 Celebration) 

- Coldwater – Heritage Day at the Coldwater Canadiana  

 Heritage Museum (July) & Steampunk Festival (August)

With our Friends display we try to vary our exhibit to suit 

each event. We always have plenty of educational material 

and button making on hand to encourage people to learn 

more of the OPP’s past by visiting The OPP Museum during 

its regular hours and special events. This year we have 

also made extra efforts to promote the refreshed Museum 

gallery exhibit Behind the Badge and the accompanying 

excellent Gallery Guide and Henderson booklets.

Travel to Northern Ontario has always posed a challenge 

to Friends. This year, the Outreach Committee attempted 

to partially remedy this gap and created special “memory” 

boxes designed for selected Northern detachments. These 

packages were filled with educational material done up in 

a way to highlight special anniversaries and events that 

have occurred in the North. To date, we have sent out four 

memory boxes:

- Dryden (Pilot Larry Moore and the first OPP plane  

 C-FOEZ, 1974) 

- Thunder Bay (40th Anniversary of the NW Patrol Unit) 

- North Bay (65th Anniversary of the Marine Unit) 

- Temagami (65th Anniversary of Patrol Boat #1)

We are waiting to hear back as to how successful these 

memory boxes were, and look forward to cooperating with 

the Northern detachments in future years.

Our outreach goal for 2014 was to attend over 30 

community events, reaching over 6,000 people. We still 

have a way to go towards realizing this goal, but as you will 

see from the list of Upcoming Meetings and Events we are 

well on our way to fulfilling this task.

In all our efforts we attempt to raise the visibility of The 

OPP Museum and its many unique policing stories. Above 

all we try to demonstrate in an enthusiastic manner that 

“pride in the OPP’s past lives at the Museum”.

Doug Cole dressed 
“appropriately” to promote 
The OPP Museum at the 
Coldwater Steampunk 
Festival. (Photo by  
Ellen Blaubergs)

Doug helps two future  
firefighters make buttons at 
the Ramara Historical Society 
Yesteryears celebration. 
(Photo by Ellen Blaubergs) Dave Osborne and Angela Stirk at the Mariposa Folk Festival 

Folk Play area. (Photo by Angela Stirk and Dave Osborne)
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With a province as vast as Ontario to contend with, the 
OPP have long had to rely on various forms of air travel 
to get the job done. In the early years, officers would often 
hitch rides with Ministry of Natural Resources pilots to get 
access to more remote areas. 

Helicopter Unit

The first documented record of helicopter use by the OPP 
is a 1957 photograph of a Bell 47 helicopter. It was rented 
in the 1950s and 1960s for traffic monitoring and special 
operations. In 1974, the Helicopter Unit was officially 
created with the purchase of two American-made Bell Jet 
Rangers. 

By 1976, five officers, R.J. Abra, L.H. Gunson, F.G. Hedges, 
N.M. Kerr, and H.D. Sedgewick, had earned their pilot’s 
wings. On Sunday May 8, 1977, just three years into its 
operating life, one of the Jet Rangers crashed during a 
sudden severe snow squall. Fortunately there was no 
loss of life. A new Bell 206-L Long Ranger (C-GSXZ) was 
acquired to replace the lost helicopter in February 1978. 
The surviving Jet Ranger (C-GOXY) went on to serve for 17 
years and 14,000 hours, alongside the C-GSXZ. They were 
sold in 1991 to make way for two new Aerospatiale (now 
Eurocopter) AS 355F2R twin engine helicopters (Twin 
Stars). The new machines came with the advantage of two 
engines, allowing for flight over water and night flying. 
They also had a greater fuel capacity than the Jet Rangers 
and permanent F.L.I.R. (Forward Looking Infra-Red) 
optical systems, which were particularly useful in search 
and rescue operations and drug surveillance work. On 
April 21, 2011, two new Eurocopter EC 135 P2+ helicopters 
were delivered to GHQ in Orillia. They were purchased at a 
combined total price of just over $13 million and replaced 
the now twenty year old Twin Stars. 

Today, the Helicopter Unit operates out of General 
Headquarters in Orillia and a satellite base in Sudbury. 
Search and rescue operations account for more than 
40% of the work of the Unit, including searching for lost 
children, hunters, and hikers. Add to that, the pursuit of 
wanted persons, assisting in homicide or accidental death 
investigations, recovery of evidence, drug eradication, aerial 
photography, and providing support to other specialized 
and emergency teams, the ground and flight crews and 
their aircraft must be ready to go twenty-four hours a day. 

nortHweSt and nortHeaSt patrolS 

In 1974, the OPP acquired its first fixed wing plane, a 

de Havilland Turbo Beaver (C-FOEZ). Based in Sioux 

Lookout, it formed the Northwest Patrol Unit. In 1976, a 

second plane, a de Havilland Otter (C-GOPP), was added to 

the fleet, thus creating the Northeast Patrol Unit, based in 

South Porcupine. 

Collection Corner: Celebrating 40 Years  
of OPP Aviation Services b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n e

Pilots G.F. Dowd, B. Abra, N.M. Kerr and F.G. Hedges, 1974

 The first leased helicopter, 1957

1978 Unit crew with C-FOEZ
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Already trained pilots, Sergeant Bruce Godby and Corporal 
Larry Moore were the first two officers to fly the Turbo 
Beaver. They were both transferred to Sioux Lookout 
on November 4th, 1974, and took their first official tour 
between December 3rd and December 8th, 1974 when they 
headed off, accompanied by Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) regional pilot Harry Speight, to visit the fly-in First 
Nations communities of King Fisher, Big Trout Lake and 
Fort Severn. 

The Turbo Beaver was the longest serving OPP plane 
putting in 23 years (1974 – 1997) when it was traded in on 
a Cessna 402. The Otter served for nine years before being 
traded in for a newer, larger aircraft. 

Thousands of flying hours were logged as unit members 
supervised local constables and gave guidance on everything 
from Indian Act bylaw offences to murder investigations. 
It was police work deeply affected by the remoteness of 
northern Ontario.

Collection Corner: Celebrating 40 Years  
of OPP Aviation Services (continued) b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n e

Alex Macleod hitched a ride in a Department of Lands & Forests 
prop plane headed to Geraldton, Ontario in 1947 to investigate 
a murder.

C-GOPP 

If you had told me at the beginning of the summer 
how much and how hard I would work by accepting an 
internship at The OPP Museum, I would have still said 
yes. It is the end of my internship here and the yawns 
come more often than I would like to admit. 

Once the new “Behind the Badge” exhibit opened in 
May, things slowed down a fair bit, but the work was 
constant. My to-do list always had things on it. A new 
artifact donation to process, photos to scan and add to 
the database, planning Meet our Veteran Saturdays, and 
designing and installing a window display (all on my own). 

I have learned so much working at The OPP Museum  
this summer. I can’t thank Christine, Tiffany, Ellen and 
Dave enough for all that they have taught me. Thank you 
so much.

Editors’ Note: A museum internship was the final 
requirement for Lauren’s Post- Graduate Certificate  
in Museum and Gallery Studies from Georgian College  
in Barrie.

b y  L a u r e n  D i n n i c kWhat I did on my Summer Vacation 

Lauren with cake on her last day. (Photo by Angela Stirk)
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The OPP Museum Show and Shine

The honouree of the day – Jack Hinchliffe’s 1931 Henderson KL, 
now fully restored thanks to funds raised by Friends of The  
OPP Museum. 

The OPP Museum hosted a very successful Motorcycle Show and Shine on Saturday August 23rd to celebrate the return of 
our fully restored 1931 Henderson KL motorcycle. With more than 30 motorcycles in attendance, a wide variety of makes and 
models were admired by those in attendance. (Photos by Museum staff) 

Special thanks to members of the Poole family who brought with 
them several vintage motorcycles – including another beloved  
Henderson – but this one has a sidecar. The Pooles were  
recognized by our celebrity guest judges Rob Olsen of 04 Motors, 
Len Aitchison, and Retired Commissioner Chris D. Lewis for  
bringing the “most unique” bike.

Bike expert Allan Johnson (pictured here with Doug Cole, Len 
Aitchison and Matt Eade) brought along two rare and special  
motorcycles to the show including this one - the second oldest OPP 
motorcycle to have survived – a 1933 Brough Superior that was rid-
den by Provincial Constable Bob Witts. 

This classic Norton bike took the prize for both judge and fan  
favourite for the day.
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Henderson motorcycle restorers Elliot Stevenson and Rob Olsen 
present Curator Chris Johnstone with the original leather seat from 
the 1931 Henderson. Citing a desire to preserve and remember 
that “Bert sat here,” the framed piece was presented in honour of 
Superintendent Bert McKie, whose family donated the Henderson to 
the museum in 1996 in his memory.

Believe it or not, this motorcycle started out its life as an OPP  
bike out of the Downsview Detachment in Toronto. Several  
modifications later, it has a very unique look.

Volunteer Judi Armstrong poses with Allan Johnson’s 1938  
Brough Superior.

This classic yellow Honda still has its original paint scheme, but the 
side car wasn’t added until owner Sandy Ross’ kids came along a 
few years after he purchased it new in 1976. 
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This past January, Friends initiated a Heritage Award 

series to recognize individuals for their outstanding 

writing and researching efforts. Your Board of Directors 

is pleased to announce that the first two persons to receive 

the Friends of The OPP Museum Heritage Awards for 

2014 are Mr. Jim Watt and Constable Eric Booth.

Jim Watt, a retired high school teacher from Orillia, receives 

his award in recognition of his 18 plus years as a writer 

and researcher for The OPP Museum. Over these years 

he has volunteered thousands of hours, enthusiastically 

researching and writing about an enormous variety of 

policing subjects that now fill hundreds of OPP Museum 

collection files. His articles have appeared in numerous 

issues of the OPP Review, as well as Friends of The OPP 

Museum newsletters. Mr. Watt’s skills have made a lasting 

impact on past and present OPP Museum exhibits. Jim 

Watt received his Friends Heritage Award at the OPP’s 

Regional Award Ceremony on Sept. 4th in Orillia.

Provincial Constable Eric Booth (Badge # 7160) is this 

year’s second recipient of the Heritage Award. Over the 

past 12 years Constable Booth has worked on a variety 

of research files and interviews related to policing in the 

Ottawa area. The end result was the publication of the 

book Provincials in the Capital – The history of the Ontario 

Provincial Police in Ottawa. Using a wide variety of 

sources, Constable Booth pulled together an outstanding 

collection. These stories serve as a great example for 

others to follow when researching and writing on OPP 

policing history. In his own words Constable Booth 

noted, “This has been the most extensive and longest 

investigation of my policing career.” Constable Booth will 

receive his Friends Heritage Award on Oct. 19th at the 

OPP’s Regional Award ceremony in Kingston.

In announcing the 2014 Heritage Awards, Friends 

President, Dave Osborne stated, “The Friends Heritage 

Awards were created to recognize research and writing 

that add significantly to our knowledge of the OPP’s past. 
This year, Friends are recognizing two excellent and yet 
different efforts. On the one hand, we have Mr. Watt’s 
extraordinary research and writing volunteer efforts, 
covering a vast variety of subjects over the past 18 years. 
Then, we have Constable Booth, a current member of 
the OPP, whose outstanding diligence resulted in a well-
written and well-documented book.”

Once again, our congratulations go out to Mr. Jim Watt 
and Provincial Constable Eric Booth, as recipients of the 
inaugural 2014 Friends of The OPP Museum Heritage 
Awards. 

Heritage Award eligibility and submission packages can 
be downloaded at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca or by 
calling the Friends at 705-330-4178. To be eligible for an 
Award, a writer/researcher has to be living at the time of 
nomination. Submission deadline for the 2015 Awards is 
January 28, 2015.

b y  D o u g  C o l eFriends Inaugural Heritage Awards

Jim Watt received his award on Sept. 4 at an OPP Award  
Ceremony at Hawk Ridge Golf Course (Photo by Bobb Barratt)

A reminder to our donors that monetary gifts to Friends are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable 

registration #81381 0819 RR 0001). Anyone wishing to make a donation to the Museum’s artifact collection 

should contact the Museum directly by calling (705) 329-6889.

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum
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For more information visit  www.oppmuseumfriends.ca  
or call the Friends at 705-330-4178.  

NomiNatioNs For the 2015 awards  
are due by January 28, 2015.

Upcoming Meetings and Events

oct. 4 Camp Borden Armed Forces Appreciation Day

oct. 8 Friends Board Meeting

oct. 10-11 Elmvale Fall Fair

oct. 15-17 Ontario Museum Association Conference (Healthy Museums - Vibrant Communities), Nottawasaga Inn, Alliston

oct. 19 OPP Regional Awards Ceremony, Ottawa (Friends Heritage Award to Provincial Constable Booth)

oct. 28 Ontario Provincial Police Association Trade Show, Blue Mountain

nov. 5 Take Your Kids To Work Day, OPP GHQ, Orillia

nov. 8 OPP Auxiliary Leadership Conference, Orillia

nov. 12 Friends Board Meeting

dec. 6 Ontario Provincial Police Association Kids Christmas Party, Orillia

dec. 10 Friends Board Meeting
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OPP Awareness and  
Education under a tent!

On Friday, August 8th Pat Bromley and Ellen Blaubergs 
from Friends of The OPP Museum, and I travelled to 
Meaford at the request of the Meaford Public Library’s 
Acting Children and Youth Coordinator, Lori Pierce. The 
Children’s Department takes a story tent to the Meaford 
Farmers’ Market each Friday afternoon in the summer. A 
different guest reader is also invited to participate each 
week. 

Pat was introduced as a retired OPP officer and asked 
to speak a bit about her work. She showed her young 
audience a hat which was worn by the first women to join 
the ranks. This artifact was kindly supplied to her by The 
OPP Museum. 

The theme at the “Story Time Tent” that day was pets. 
To the delight of her audience, Pat chose to read a story 
about a dog who loved napping. Questions and responses 
flowed: “Who has a pet? What are your pets’ names?” 
asked Pat. The children, on the other hand, wanted to 
know all about police dogs and about the roles they play 
in policing. 

A craft period followed the reading of several more stories. 
Ellen invited Pat’s story time audience to participate 
in the Friends of The OPP Museum button-making 
activity. She had a great selection of images of OPP cars, 
motorcycles, dogs, and shoulder flashes in a variety of 
colours. A line formed around her as she tried valiantly to 
keep up with button requests! A mother of one participant 
was overheard on her cellphone describing the scene to 
someone missing out on the fun that afternoon with the 
visiting OPP storytellers. 

The afternoon wrapped up with Pat presenting a copy of 
the OPP’s 100th anniversary book, A Century of Policing, 
to the Meaford Public Library on behalf of The OPP 
Museum. Ellen presented a copy of Mush! Dining On 
The Go In Early Northern Ontario (by former Friends 
President Dorothy Duncan), on behalf of Friends of The 
OPP Museum. 

Storytelling is a wonderful way to educate and raise 
awareness about the OPP’s rich stories, both past and 
present. Pat and Ellen embraced this opportunity on a 
beautiful summer afternoon at the Meaford harbour 
front. They managed to capture and hold the attention 

of a group of young people from a broad age range. Who 

knows which of them will choose a career in policing? 

Editors’ Note: Meaford is the home of Beautiful Joe 

Park. This park is dedicated to deceased family canines 

in memory of a rescued pet, Beautiful Joe. His story is 

told in a book with the same title by Margaret Marshall 

Saunders, first published in 1892. A memorial in the 

park also recognizes the global service and dedication of 

canine handlers and their partners. The unveiling of this 

plaque was attended by the OPP and other police services 

in 2000.

Diane McLachlan has been a supporter of Friends of The 

OPP Museum since 2012. She brings her grandchildren 

to The OPP Museum each summer.

b y  D i a n e  M c L a c h l a n

Pat Bromley and Diane McLachlan at the entrance to Beautiful 
Joe Park in Meaford. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

Guest reader and OPP Veteran Pat Bromley in the Meaford 
Public Library’s Story Time Tent. (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)
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Meet the Board

This issue completes our profiles of the members of the Board of Directors. Bernie Murphy represents the Commissioned 
Officers Association and we welcome Matt Eade as a new Director.

Matt eade - director

Matt was born and raised in the Orillia area and began 
his relationship with the OPP through a placement in a 
cooperative education program though his high school 
in Orillia. Upon the completion of the program, he was 
hired as a contract employee to assist with administrative 
duties for the Criminal Investigation Branch; in 
particular, case file research and records and exhibit 
management. Research into historical OPP major case 
files introduced him to OPP Museum staff resulting in a 
lasting relationship. After five years with the OPP, Matt 
left to advance his career in the physical security field, 
with the team at Adanac Security and Specialty Services, 
specializing in commercial banking locking systems.

Matt is a graduate from Georgian College in Barrie with 
his Police Foundations Program Diploma, and has several 
trade specific qualifications.

Living in Coldwater, he enjoys summer at the cottage, 
camping, traveling and spending time with family and 
friends.

Matt has been a member of Friends since its inception in 
2008 and was elected to the Board of Directors in 2014.

Matt Eade, 2014 - 2017 Director

Bernie MUrpHY - director

Bernie Murphy has been with the OPP for 27 years. He 
started his career in Nipigon Detachment in Northwestern 
Ontario and has since worked in a number of specialized 
investigative roles including physical surveillance, 
forgery, major frauds and homicide. He has worked in 
management roles as a Major Case Manager in Criminal 
Investigation Branch, Director of Anti-Rackets Branch 
and as Director of Strategic Management at the Alcohol 
and Gaming Commission of Ontario.

He is currently the Director of the OPP’s Behavioural, 
Forensic and Electronic Services. He is also a liaison with 
the OPP’s Workplace Discrimination and Harassment 
Program and is a Deputy Aide de Camp for the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario. 

He sits on the Executive of the OPP Commissioned Officers’ 
Association and has been the Association’s Director on 
the Board of the Friends of The OPP Museum since 2012. 
Bernie has been a member of Friends since 2008.

Bernie Murphy, 2012 - present Director
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 

a line at OPP.Museum@ontario.ca or give us a call at 705 329-6889. We appreciate your help!
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                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

Contact information 

Name:    

Street:  

City:  Province: Postal code:  

Phone 1:  Phone 2:                                             

email:  

Donation Level                                                                                                                  Your amount: 

□ Friend  $25.00 – and up $ 

□ Steward  $100.00 – and up $ 

□ 

Le
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 Guardian  $500.00 – and up $ 

□ Leader $2500.00 – and up $ 

□ Commissioner’s Circle                                                                                 any amount over $5000.00  $ 

□ I wish to join as an annual voting member (optional)  $25.00 (no tax receipt)                                                                

 Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR0001                       Total: $ 

I would like to make this donation (optional): 

□ in honour of (name): 

□ in memory of (name): 

A note acknowledging this donation should be sent to:  

Name:    

Street:  

City: Province: Postal code: 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



   777 Memorial Avenue 
      Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 
     (705) 330-4178 

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
        www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

OFFICE USE ONLY:

Database updated:

□ donation entered __________

□ tax receipt issued ___________

□ membership processed ______

Method of payment: 

□ cheque (#) __________ □ credit auth # _________

□ cash ($)     __________ □ online ______________

Payment processed Date: Initials: 

Important privacy statement: 

Contributors who make a minimum annual contribution of $25.00 will be acknowledged in our 
end of year newsletter.  Additionally, Friends may publicly (in person or on our website) identify 
you  (and/or the person whose honour/memory the donation was made in) as a donor:    

□ I agree   □  I prefer to be anonymous    □  divulge donation level    □ do not divulge level

Special instructions (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment method 
□ Cash (accepted in person only - do not mail cash)
□ Please make cheque/money order payable to Friends of The OPP Museum.
□ Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca
□ Payment by Visa/ Mastercard

Card number: ______________________________________________ Expiry ________________    

Name: _________________________________________  CVV code (3 digits back of card): ____________   

Signature: Date:  

Communication Preferences

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum tax receipts, newsletters, special invitations, and updates: 

□ by email to _________________________________________________________________________

□ by regular mail to the address listed on the reverse

□ by internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau): __________________________________________________

□ please do not send any notices

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 
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Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2013-2014

Position Name Term

Board executive

President Dave Osborne 2013 - 2016

Vice President Debbie Sokoloskie 2012 - 2015

Secretary Len Aitchison 2013 - 2016

Treasurer Ted McCollum 2012 - 2015

Past President Patricia (Pat) Bromley 2012 - 2015

Board directors 

Director Angie McCollum 2014 - 2017

Director Matt Eade 2014 - 2017

Director Angela Stirk 2013 – 2016

Director Bernie Murphy (COA Representative) 2012 – present 

opp Staff partners and previous Board Members

Honorary Chair J. V. N. (Vince) Hawkes - OPP Commissioner

Honorary Director Christine (Chris) Johnstone - Museum Curator

Honorary Director Nancy Merriman - Manager, Communications Support Unit,  
Communications & Executive Services

Corp. Comm. & Exec. Svcs. 
Representative

John Browning - Corporate Communications & Executive Services

Previous Presidents Pat Bromley (2012-2014) Norm Feaver (2011-2012) Doug Cole (2009-2011)  
Dorothy Duncan (2008-2009) Sandra Stanton (2008)

Previous Honorary Chairs Chris Lewis, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2010- 2014)
Julian Fantino, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2008-2010)

Previous Board Members Paul Delaney, Paul Laing, Rod Williams, Linda Rodenburg, Rae Fleming, Bruce Waite,
Angie Howe, Sandy Thomas, Dave Truax, Sandra Stanton, Norm Feaver, Terry Hehn,
Doug Cole
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