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Ryan Lazier and Walker Lazier try on  
uniforms in the new locker room Museum 

display (Photo by Margaret Kavanagh)

Our first visit to The OPP Museum

I took my “grands” (aged 10 and 6) to The OPP Museum on 

a teacher professional development day in September. The 

children “ooed and aaad” about the building when we pulled 

up and parked. Once inside, they were quite mesmerized 

with all the displays on the way into the Museum (the car, 

bike, pictures, etc.).

We loved all of the displays and explanations that accom-

panied them. We probably spent a good two hours there. 

The kids’ area was great; they had a lot fun putting on the  

uniforms as well. They told all their friends at school about 

their visit to The OPP Museum and would be happy to  

promote it!

b y  M a r g a r e t  K a v a n a g h

Editors’ Note: Margaret Kavanagh is a Registered 
Massage Therapist and resident of Orillia.

Merry  
 Christmas!
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b y  D a v e  O s b o r n ePresident’s Message
Our small volunteer group of Board members continues 
to be very busy. In the past three months, in addition to 
our many meetings and Outreach events, we attended 
volunteer fairs at Lakehead University and Georgian 
College in Orillia; hosted the Southern Ontario Thunderbird 
Club tour of the Museum; and participated in the annual 
Auxiliary Leadership Conference by hosting an Honour 
Our Vet’s Day to pay tribute to three Vets – Dick Schell, 
Ed Curtis and Mary Jane Reid, who have a total nearly 130 
years of service to the OPP. 

In October, the Pedal for the Past committee held our 
wrap-up committee meeting. We are thrilled to announce 
the fifth annual ride will be at Hardwood Ski and Bike 
on September 11, 2015. Hardwood will be the venue for 
the Toronto Pan Am Games mountain bike races next July. 
We will be looking for at least a handful of new volunteers, 
perhaps with some new ideas, and of course more 
participants, as we hope to make this our most successful 
event yet. 

Also in October, I was privileged to attend the East Region 
Award Ceremony in Kingston and present the Friends’ 
Heritage Award to our second 2014 recipient, Constable 
Eric Booth, Ottawa Detachment. Kudos goes to the Region 
for hosting a wonderful event, and to the many recipients 
that were honoured. We are now actively looking for 
nominations for our 2015 Heritage Award for Research  
and Writing.

As we approach the seventh anniversary of The Friends of 
The OPP Museum, we will be taking time to reflect on where 
we are going in the years ahead. VP Debbie Sokoloskie 
oversaw the development of our previous three-year 
strategic plan and has started the process to develop a new 
blueprint. To the credit of the past Board and volunteers, 
we attained the overwhelming majority of the goals they  
had set.

As the Board is aware, I am studying history, and my 
current course is on French Canada. In my readings, 

I came upon a quote by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Canada’s 
seventh Prime Minister, which he had made to a group 
of young Canadians in 1919, shortly before his death. I 
found his words inspiring, and if nothing else, something  
for me to reflect upon as we move forward with our 
strategic planning. 

“I shall remind you that already many problems rise 
before you: problems of race division, problems of creed 
differences, problems of economic conflict, problems of 
national duty and national aspiration. Let me tell you that 
for the solution of these problems you have a safe guide, 
an unfailing light if you remember that faith is better 
than doubt and love is better than hate. Banish hate and 
doubt from your life. Let your souls be ever open to the 
promptings of faith and the gentle influence of brotherly 
love. Be adamant against the haughty, be gentle and kind 
to the weak. Let your aim and purpose, in good report 
or ill, in victory or defeat, be so to live, so to strive, so to 
serve as to do your part to raise even higher the standard 
of life and living.”

Son Cory and brother Brian supported Dave in his role as the 
2014 Pedal for the Past Bike Ride Organizing Committee Chair. 
Well done Team Osborne! (Photo by Chris Johnstone)

A reminder to our supporters that monetary gifts to Friends are eligible for a charitable tax receipt (Charitable registration # 
81381 0819 RR 0001). We are able to acknowledge gifts made in memory or in honour of persons.  Please check our website or 
call our office at (705) 330-4178 if you need assistance.

Anyone wishing to make a donation to the Museum’s artifact collection should contact the Museum directly at (705) 329-6889.

Donations to Friends of The OPP Museum
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As the snow begins to fly and the Christmas lights once 

again make their appearances on homes and in offices 

across the Province, it is also once again time to reflect on 

the year’s accomplishments and to set new goals for the 

New Year to come. This year proved to be a particularly 

busy and event-filled year for The OPP Museum. We 

started the year off on a high note with wonderful 

feedback on our new exhibit, Behind the Badge, the story 

of the Ontario Provincial Police. It is truly rewarding to 

be able to connect with so many wonderful people and 

to be entrusted with telling the many compelling stories 

of this organization. We also reached out to many new 

audiences with the promotion and recognition of our 

now fully restored 1931 Henderson motorcycle. From 

newspaper and magazine articles and inclusion in Richard 

Schultz’s new book about the rare Henderson brand, to a 

fantastic turnout at our own GHQ Henderson ‘rally’, we 

could not be happier with the profile this unique piece of 

OPP history has received. Museum staff also played key 

roles in the celebration of numerous OPP anniversaries, 

including the 40th of Aviation Services and the 40th of 

women in uniform. Staff also helped to welcome over 250 

of our museum colleagues to Simcoe County this fall as 

part of the local arrangements committee for the Ontario 

Museum Association’s Annual Conference. 

Throughout the year we have been faithfully supported 

by our many volunteers – from research and writing 

to stocking our information racks to the major cleanup 

efforts during exhibit installation, each contribution 

has been greatly appreciated. The tireless efforts of our 

Friends of The OPP Museum Board and volunteer team 

have also made a huge impact on achieving the Museum’s 

mandate to preserve and celebrate 105 years of proud 

policing tradition. 

One of our long-time volunteers has recently received 

attention and praise for his work on a recently released 

book titled Orillia’s Fallen: World War II - The boys who 

didn’t make it home. Museum staff and Friends members 

Tiffany, Ellen, Angela Stirk and I were all happy to lend 

our personal assistance to this project – a non-profit 

work that chronicles the lives of the young men from 

Orillia and area who enlisted in the Second World War 

and made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Copies 

have been donated to the local library and area schools so 

the lives of these men will never be forgotten. 

Once again you will find a series of photos in our “Who 
am I?” column – this issue we have selected a wintery 
snowmobile theme. Since this feature started, we have 
been successful in putting many names to faces, but there 
are still lots of “unknowns” to be found. If at any time you 
find a familiar face in this column, please drop us a line 
to let us know! 

We look forward to continuing to work with supportive 
colleagues, volunteers and friends as we mark even more 
important OPP milestones in 2015, including the 50th 
anniversary of the Canine Unit and the 40th anniversary 
of the TRU team. We wish you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and healthy and happy New Year. 

Jim Watt signs a copy of Orillia’s Fallen: World War II - The boys 
who didn’t make it home for Fred Smith (left) at a special book 
launch held at the Orillia Museum of Art and History on Nov. 8. 
(Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)

b y  C h r i s  J o h n s t o n eCurator’s Message
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b y  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e eEditorial Message
We hope you get a chance to enjoy this December edition 

of our Newsletter as you are slowly consumed by the 

holiday season. This time of year, Friends begins to 

wrap our activity and fiscal year, consider what we have 

accomplished and start making preparations for next year.

Our Newsletter, issued jointly by Friends and The OPP 

Museum, is intended to keep our members and supporters 

aware of the ‘goings-on’ of our activities to support and 

celebrate the history of the OPP through the Museum. 

Although it not a historical publication, we do occasionally 

publish received articles regarding a particular historic 

event to provide interest to our readers or a personal 

perspective. We will continue to do so and welcome 

articles received from contributors, but please know that 

the decision to publish an article, and to edit its content, 

rests with our Editorial Committee.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and Museum staff, we 

hope everyone has a safe and memorable holiday season. 

Merry Christmas!

Erratum 
One of the photos in our October issue (page 14) was 
cropped in the wrong spot causing Pat Bromley to “lose 
her head.” We apologize to Pat and have reprinted the 
photo to reassure everyone that she is still “complete.”

b y  D o u g  C o l eOutreach 

From September to December your Outreach volunteers 

have been busy attending 9 community events, of which 

the International Ploughing Match (Ivy), Ruthven Apple 

Fest (Kingsville) and the Elmvale Fall Fair were the 

largest undertakings. Our goal for 2014 was to attend 

approximately 30 events and contact approximately 6,000 

persons. I am pleased to report that, with the help of many 

dedicated volunteers, Friends Outreach has been able to 

reach out to just over 10,000 people this year!

We have been very encouraged by the public’s response 

to our Outreach displays and activities. We have found 

that by informing the public about The OPP Museum and 

its heritage stories, many said they planned to visit when 

they are in the Orillia area. Along the way, we have had 

great help from Friends volunteers, the OPP Auxiliary 

and Community Service Officers (CSOs) and community 

policing members.

Planning is now under way for 2015 event attendance 

as well as a number of new projects for the Outreach 

Committee – how time flies when you are having fun.

OPP Auxiliary Constable Tim Treleaven demonstrates our famous 
button maker to Megan McFarland and Chantal Brassard at a 
charity baseball game in June. (Photo by Doug Cole)

Guest reader and OPP Veteran Pat Bromley in the Meaford Public 
Library’s Story Time Tent, August 8.  (Photo by Ellen Blaubergs)
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As noted in our October Newsletter, this past January 

Friends initiated an annual Heritage Award to recognize 

individuals for their outstanding writing and researching 

efforts related to OPP history. The Board of Directors 

announced that the first two recipients to receive the 

Friends of The OPP Museum Heritage Awards were Mr. 

Jim Watt and Provincial Constable Eric Booth.

Jim Watt received his award on September 4th at the 

OPP Award Ceremony in Orillia. Our October Newsletter 

(page 12) outlined his contributions to advancing our 

knowledge of OPP history.

The second 2014 recipient was Provincial Constable 

Eric Booth, who received his award at the OPP Regional 

Award Ceremony in Kingston on October 19th.

Initially, Provincial Constable Booth began working on a 

book about fallen OPP officers and intended to release 

it during the OPP’s 100th anniversary celebrations in 

2009. His research led him in a different direction which 

resulted in a book about the history of the OPP in the 

Ottawa area entitled Provincials in the Capital – The 

history of the Ontario Provincial Police in Ottawa.

This well-researched work is a valuable reference tool 

on the evolution, service and accomplishments of the 

OPP and its uniform, civilian, and auxiliary members in 

the Ottawa area. It contains many photographs, maps, 

letters, newspaper clippings and stories, making it both 

interesting to read and visually appealing. Provincial 

Constable Booth’s efforts in preserving the legacy that the 

OPP has left in Ottawa fulfilled the award’s criteria and 

made him a deserving recipient.

The Friends of The OPP Museum Heritage Award 

recognizes individuals whose research and/or writing 

of non-fiction works add substantially to our knowledge 

and understanding of the OPP’s history. The quality of 

writing and the depth of research are carefully considered 

in selecting the recipients.

We are pleased to announce the 2015 Heritage Awards 

Assessment Panel:

• Bill Lee, OPP Sergeant (ret.), Chair

• Chris Johnstone, Curator, OPP Museum

• Robert Rudd, Editor, OPP Review

• Ellen Millar, Assistant Archivist,  

Simcoe County Archives

• Debbie Sokoloskie, Vice President,  

Friends of The OPP Museum

• Judith Brown, Library Assistant, OPP Eric Silk Library

• Shelley Nemeth, Awards Coordinator,  

OPP Awards and Recognitions Unit (advisor)

• Doug Cole, Outreach Committee,  

Friends of The OPP Museum (advisor)

• Dave Osborne, President,  

Friends of The OPP Museum (advisor)

Heritage Award eligibility and submission packages 

can be downloaded at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

(go to “Heritage Awards” under “What We Do”) or by 

calling Friends at (705) 330-4178 to request a hard copy 

package. To be eligible for an Award, a writer/researcher 

must be living at the time of nomination. Please note 

that the submission deadline announced in our October 

Newsletter has been extended to February 6, 2015.

b y  D o u g  C o l e
a n d  J u d i  A r m s t r o n gFriends Heritage Award Presentation

Provincial Constable Eric Booth (centre) received his award 
from Friends President Inspector (retired) Dave Osborne (left) 
and Commissioner J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes (right). (Photo by 
Identification Constable Jason Camp)



Friends of The OPP Museum - December 2014 Newsletter6

Just this past September we received another wonderful 
donation to our increasingly dynamic collection. Our new 
vintage wood fingerprinting table is one of those pieces 
that add another link in a long chain of OPP material 
culture preserved in the Museum’s collection. 

Originally used in the old North Bay detachment and 
district headquarters on McIntyre Street, the table comes 
complete with an affixed ink pad, glass plate and hinged 
metal holder for pinning fingerprint cards in place and is 
accompanied by a soft rubber ink roller. 

The trick for capturing a clear, full fingerprint involved 
the following process. After covering a smooth, even film 
of ink onto the glass plate using the roller, hold the finger 
securely, and try to roll it from one side of the fingernail to 
the other. The finger should be kept at right angles to the 
edge of the slab so that the impression which is made on 
the ink is fairly square. Use slight pressure when rolling a 
finger on the inked slab, as well as during the transfer of 
ink from finger to the fingerprint card. Too much ink or 
not making a smooth roll would often smudge the print. 
This was often more difficult in humid summer weather 
in pre-air conditioned detachments. Since fingerprint 
classification involves analyzing the patterns of the tiny 
lines, they had to be absolutely clear. 

Though fingerprinting stations have evolved over time, as 
seen in  the photograph of the North Wellington Operations 
Centre, the art of capturing clear prints remains relatively 
unchanged. 

While we suspect the table dates to the 1940s or 1950s, 
we are not entirely sure. We would be grateful for input 
from any veterans who can help us pinpoint an accurate 
timeframe. 

Collection Corner b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

North Bay detachment and district headquarters at 48 McIntyre 
Street West, 1957. (2004.42.1032)

Fingerprint table. (2014.70.2) (Photo by Tiffany Taylor)
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Also acquired in this same donation is a vintage industrial 
typewriter table from Bracebridge detachment. Another 
rare and unique addition, this artifact recalls detachment 
life for civilian employees, often female secretaries labor-
ing over manual typewriters in the production of extensive 
correspondence and reports. This particular table is the 
“Ideal” model which was manufactured by Sherman Man-
son Corporation in St. Mary’s, Ohio. 

Special thanks go out to Staff Sergeant (Retired) Dave Mac-
Donell who salvaged these fantastic remnants of detach-
ment life and generously donated them to the Museum.

Collection Corner (continued) b y  T i f f a n y  T a y l o r

Fingerprint table and mug shot room, North Wellington Operations Centre, Wellington County Detachment, 
December 2014. (Photo by Provincial Constable Gary Barnhardt) 

Typewriter table. (2014.70.1) (Photo by Tiffany Taylor)
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b y  L e n  A i t c h i s o nOur Henderson Gets Attention
The unveiling of our restored 1931 Henderson motorcycle 
back in May generated some interest in the motorcycle 
enthusiast world.

The November 2014 issue of Motorcycle Mojo magazine 
carried an article written by Board Secretary Len 
Aitchison which summarized the history of the bike and 
its restoration. The magazine’s founder/editor Glenn 
Roberts, who is based in Thornton, attended our August 
‘rally’ to see the bike firsthand and was introduced to 
restorer Rob Olsen. Glenn seemed duly impressed with 
our prized artifact as well as the other vintage bikes in 
attendance, and seemed captivated with Rob’s impressive 
knowledge of vintage machinery.

Richard Henry Schultz is a respected US historian, owner 
and restorer of Henderson motorcycles. A number of years 
ago he published Hendersons – Those Elegant Machines, 
an extensively researched high-quality hardcover book 
which detailed the history of the Henderson – Excelsior 
motorcycle in both word and picture. Having been out 
of print for a number of years, Mr. Schultz decided to 
republish it and bring it up to date by producing a separate 
hardcover ‘supplement’. This new volume, foreworded 
by Jay Leno (a large-scale collector of vintage vehicles 
including several Hendersons), contains a complete 
chapter on our beloved Henderson, as well as a number of 
photographs prominently scattered throughout. Curator 
Chris Johnstone commented that when she was contacted 
for information she had no idea that it would receive such 
prominent coverage. “We can officially say that now even 
Jay Leno knows the OPP has a Henderson”.

Motorcycle 
Mojo Magazine 

(scanned  
front page)

Hendersons – 
Those Elegant 
Machines
(scanned  
advertisement)

If you are currently a member or supporter of Friends of The 
OPP Museum, by now you have no doubt received our letter 
seeking your continued support in 2015. If you received a 
print version of our October Newsletter, you would have 
also received a member/supporter submission form (this 
duplication is something we are working on to avoid in the 
future). As you know, all of our activity to support the Museum 
is carried out by volunteers and made possible only by the 
generous donations made by our members and supporters.

We encourage everyone to donate generously so that we 
can continue our work celebrating the history of the OPP. 

You can send your donation by cheque or visit us online at 
www.oppmuseumfriends.ca to make a payment. Please also 
complete and mail or email the signed donation form with 
your contribution. In 2015, we plan to introduce a supporter 
recognition page on our website. If you wish to have your 
name included, you are reminded that you must have agreed 
to the privacy waiver on the form, and return it to us with your 
signature. 

Thank you for supporting Friends of The OPP Museum!

Annual Membership and Supporter Campaign
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

Jan. 7 Lunch with Commissioner Hawkes for  
 the top 5 Pedal for the Past Bike Ride  
 fundraisers and their guests

Jan. 14 Friends Board Meeting

Feb. 11 Friends Board Meeting

Feb. 26 Simcoe County History and Anthroplogy Fair

Check our website for a schedule of future upcoming  
meetings and events: www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

Friends members Sid Daley, the OPP’s oldest veteran in his 103rd year, and Bill Litowski at Parkwood Hospital 
in London on Remembrance Day. Bill attended Sid’s retirement party in 1977. (Photo by Diane Litowski)

Friday, September 11, 2015

Deadline for the 2015 Friends of The OPP Museum 
Heritage Awards is FebruAry 6tH, 2015.

For a complete list of Award nomination criteria,  
eligibility and submission details go to

www.oppmuseumfriends.ca

2015
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Friends of The OPP Museum  
Honour Three OPP Auxiliary

Dick Schell, Mary Jane Reid, Ed Curtis – between them 
they have almost 130 years of combined OPP Auxiliary 
and public service. To recognize their outstanding record, 
Friends President Dave Osborne provided a special tour 
of The OPP Museum to the three retired veterans on 
November 8th, 2014, as part of the OPP Auxiliary Provincial 
Leadership Conference, held at General Headquarters.

Auxiliary Staff Sergeant Dick Schell joined the OPP Auxiliary 
in 1967, retiring in 2013 after 46 years of service. Dick lives 
in Minden with his wife of 50 plus years. They have two 
sons and two daughters with youngest son David being an 
OPP Constable in Huntsville. Dick has had numerous jobs 
including municipal law enforcement officer, social worker 
and Ontario Works review officer. As an Auxiliary member, 
Dick worked out of Peterborough, Lindsay, Coboconk and 
Minden. He has also been involved with many Minden area 
organizations including the food bank, Rotary, Masonic 
Lodge, non- profit and County Housing Agencies. A framed 
certificate of service, signed by Commissioner J.V.N. 
(Vince) Hawkes was presented to Dick at the Leadership 
Conference by Inspector Robyn MacEachern, to recognize 
his long term Auxiliary commitment.

Mary Jane Reid started her service in 1973 with the Ontario 
Hospital School (renamed the Huronia Regional Centre) 
in Orillia, where she worked for 19 years. In 1992 she was 
interviewed by the then Bureau Commander of OPP Field 
Support, Bill Sulston, and subsequently moved to Auxiliary 
Policing where she was a key “get ‘er done” person for the 
Program, until her recent retirement this past October after 
41 years of public service.

Staff Sergeant Ed Curtis joined the OPP Auxiliary in 1970 
and retired in 2012 after 42 years of service. He resides in 
Brampton and served in Port Credit, Snelgrove, Caledon, 
Aurora, and a summer in Foleyet. Ed was a member of the 
Ontario Government Protective Service at Osgoode Hall, 
from which he has numerous fond memories as well as 
many, many humorous stories.

After The OPP Museum tour, Dick, Mary Jane and Ed sat 
down with Friends Outreach volunteer, Doug Cole, to share 
some of their favourite and humorous recollections. In 
particular, all three remembered very fondly past Auxiliary 
Mass Inspections as being very special days in their time 
with the Auxiliary. Dick and Ed noted that the first one they 
attended was in 1971 at Queen’s University in Kingston, 
where Provincial Constable Bert Carr (known fondly as ‘Mr. 

Auxiliary’) led the inspection. The other Mass Inspection 

that stood out occurred in Sudbury in 1995. It was so hot 

that many members passed out during the parade, which 

was being led by Auxiliary Sergeant Major Dave Crooks.

Mary Jane Reid remembered her greatest thrill while 

working with the Auxiliary program was when she received 

the Harkins Award, presented to her by former OPP 

Auxiliary Chief Superintendent Terry Harkins, a man she 

greatly admired. Terry unfortunately passed away just a 

few weeks ago.

Dick Schell recalled that he first tried to join the OPP as a 

regular member but was ½” too short. He then applied to 

the Auxiliary, resulting in 46 years of service. Dick recalled 

that the only real difficulty he had during his Auxiliary time 

occurred during pepper spray training where, because of 

very sore eyes, he handcuffed the wrong person.

Ed Curtiss remembered the first big on duty fight he was 

involved with occurred at the Rockcliffe Hotel in Minden. 

Riding on patrol with OPP Constable Barry (BJ) Connolly, 

Ed was told by Barry that when they went in, Ed should 

grab the first person he could. As it turned out, Ed grabbed 

a big foot which turned out to belong to a rather irate hotel 

bartender who kept yelling “I’m on your side”. 

It was a true pleasure to provide a special Friends tour and 

to sit down with Dick, Ed and Mary Jane. Their dedication 

and high regard for their time with the Auxiliary shone 

through. It is the hope of Friends to recognize OPP Auxiliary 

vets in years to come as our small way of recognizing the 

contribution that the members of the Auxiliary program 

have made to the OPP’s heritage story.

b y  D o u g  C o l e

Dick Shell, Mary Jane Reid and Ed Curtis were celebrated at 
the OPP Auxiliary Leadership Conference on November 8. 
(Photo by Doug Cole) 
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Editor’s Note: Retired Provincial Constable Bob Cooke 
recently visited OPP General Headquarters and was inspired 
to write this article. It is a timely one as the 20th anniversary of 
the opening of OPP GHQ will be celebrated in 2015. Bob is a 
long-time supporter of the Museum and more recent supporter 
of Friends. He has also contributed articles to The OPP 
Review quarterly magazine.

Taking a walk through the ground floor publicly accessible 

“Public Street” of OPP General Headquarters might be 

compared to walking in a mall. The glass-fronted area 

includes offices of the OPP that benefit from direct public 

access. At one end is the Eric Silk Library; at the other the 

police-theme named Steak Out cafeteria. Along the way 

are historic vehicles and display cases maintained by The 

OPP Museum and others, including the OPP Veterans’ 

Association and the OPP Auxiliary. 

In between are two areas with particular interest to both 

OPP personnel and members of the public alike. The OPP 

Museum chronicles the history of the Ontario Provincial 

Police and its precursors of law enforcement in Ontario. 

The current exhibit theme, Behind the Badge, tells the 

stories of the people that have been the OPP over the years.

Nearby, the Off Duty Shopp (note how ‘OPP’ is worked into 

the name) offers for sale a wide selection of OPP-branded 

items, including clothing, glassware, knick-knacks, stuffed 

toys and model police vehicles. The Shopp is a non-

profit corporation managed by the OPP Commissioned 

Officers’ Association and is the only store with the unique 

permission of the Commissioner to copy and reproduce 

the OPP trademarked logos on its merchandise.  

The shop’s mandate is to match, dollar for dollar, the amount 

that the OPP Association (OPPA) contributes each year 

to the OPPA bursary fund, which is available to members’ 

dependants. Since 1985, this program has distributed over 

$828,500 to eligible students entering post-secondary 

education, including $46,450 in 2014.

The Shopp was originally created in 1985 in the then OPP 

GHQ on Harbour St. in Toronto, and moved to its current 

location when the headquarters moved to Orillia in 1995. 

Although open to the public, the majority of its clientele is 

OPP personnel. It is open from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday 

to Friday (excluding holidays). Karen Duck has been The 

Shopp’s manager since 2003. Along with her staff Chris 

Jollymore and Carole Ross, they maintain a wide array of 

current and historic themes in their offerings.

Both the Off Duty Shopp and The OPP Museum share a 

goal of increasing the public awareness of the OPP. In 

addition to word-of-mouth referrals to their respective 

visitors, they have recently each made more formal steps 

in their partnership. The Shopp has provided several door 

prizes to the Friends for use at various events. In turn, the 

Friends distributes information packages and coupons for 

the Shopp.

The next time you are visiting the Museum, you might 

want to consider a stop at the Shopp. You can also visit 

their website at www.oppshop.on.ca or their Facebook 

page OPPOffdutyShop/info.

OPP Museum and  
OPP Off Duty Shopp Partnership b y  B o b  C o o k e

Carole Ross prepares for the Christmas rush.  
(Photo courtesy of The OPP Off Duty Shopp)

Karen Duck, OPP Off Duty Shopp Manager.  
(Photo courtesy of The OPP Off Duty Shopp)
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 Who am I? Can you help? 
If you can help to identify where or when these photos were taken, and who is in them, please drop us 

a line at OPP.Museum@opp.ca or give us a call at (705) 329-6889. We appreciate your help!

2008.20.4 2008.20.40 

2008.20.9 2008.20.43



                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

Contact information 

Name:    

Street:  

City:  Province: Postal code:  

Phone 1:  Phone 2:                                             

email:  

Donation Level                                                                                                                  Your amount: 

□ Friend  $25.00 – and up $ 

□ Steward  $100.00 – and up $ 
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 Guardian  $500.00 – and up $ 

□ Leader $2500.00 – and up $ 

□ Commissioner’s Circle                                                                                 any amount over $5000.00  $ 

□ I wish to join as an annual voting member (optional)  $25.00 (no tax receipt)                                                                

 Registered Charitable Organization # 81381 0819 RR0001                       Total: $ 

I would like to make this donation (optional): 

□ in honour of (name): 

□ in memory of (name): 

A note acknowledging this donation should be sent to:  

Name:    

Street:  

City: Province: Postal code: 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



                               777 Memorial Avenue 
               Orillia ON, L3V 7V3 

     (705) 330-4178 
                   

       support@oppmuseumfriends.ca 
                              www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 

OFFICE USE ONLY:

Database updated:

□ donation entered __________

□ tax receipt issued ___________

□ membership processed ______

Method of payment: 

□ cheque (#) __________          □ credit auth # _________

□ cash ($)     __________       □ online ______________

Payment processed Date: Initials: 

Important privacy statement: 

Contributors who make a minimum annual contribution of 25.00 will be acknowledged in our end 
of year newsletter.  Additionally, Friends may publicly (in person or on our website) identify you  
(and/or the person whose honour/memory the donation was made in) as a donor:    

  □  I agree   □  I prefer to be anonymous    □  divulge donation level    □ do not divulge level 

Special instructions (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment method            
□ Cash (accepted in person only - do not mail cash) 
□ Please make cheque/money order payable to Friends of The OPP Museum.  
□ Payment has been made online at www.oppmuseumfriends.ca 
□ Payment by Visa/ Mastercard   
 

card number: _______________________________________________  expiry ________________   

name: _________________________________________  CVV code (3 digits back of card): ____________     

Signature: Date:    

Communication Preferences

Please send Friends of The OPP Museum tax receipts, newsletters, special invitations, and updates: 

□ by email to _________________________________________________________________________

□ by regular mail to the address listed on the reverse 

□ by internal mail to (Detachment/Bureau): __________________________________________________

□ please do not send any notices 

Friends of The OPP Museum is a non-profit charitable organization that supports and promotes The OPP Museum. The Board of 
Directors reserves the right of refusal for any membership application.

Personal information on this form is collected pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990 section 39(2) and will be used to track your financial 
contribution to and association with Friends of The OPP Museum under the authority of Exception for Educational Institutions, Libraries, Archives and Museums Regulations 
SOR/99-325 sub-clause 6.2b, made under the Act to Amend the Copyright Act (Canada) S.C. 1997 c.24.  This information will be retained in perpetuity and shall remain 
confidential unless written permission to disclose has been provided. Friends of The OPP Museum NEVER shares or sells donor or member information.  

Form 2013 Nov 04 



Friends of The OPP Museum -  December 2014 Newsletter 15

Credits

Friends of The OPP Museum Board of Directors, 2014-2015

Position Name Term

Board Executive

President Dave Osborne 2013 - 2016

Vice President Debbie Sokoloskie 2012 - 2015

Secretary Len Aitchison 2013 - 2016

Treasurer Ted McCollum 2012 - 2015

Past President Patricia (Pat) Bromley 2012 - 2015

Board Directors 

Director Angie McCollum 2014 - 2017

Director Matt Eade 2014 - 2017

Director Angela Stirk 2013 – 2016

Director Bernie Murphy (COA Representative) 2012 – present 

OPP Staff Partners and Previous Board Members

Honorary Chair J. V. N. (Vince) Hawkes - OPP Commissioner

Honorary Director Christine (Chris) Johnstone - Museum Curator

Honorary Director Nancy Merriman - Manager, Communications Support Unit,  
Communications & Executive Services

Corp. Comm. & Exec. Svcs. 
Representative

John Browning - Corporate Communications & Executive Services

Previous Presidents Pat Bromley (2012-2014) Norm Feaver (2011-2012) Doug Cole (2009-2011)  
Dorothy Duncan (2008-2009) Sandra Stanton (2008)

Previous Honorary Chairs Chris Lewis, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2010- 2014)
Julian Fantino, OPP Commissioner (retired) (2008-2010)

Previous Board Members Paul Delaney, Paul Laing, Rod Williams, Linda Rodenburg, Rae Fleming, Bruce Waite,
Angie Howe, Sandy Thomas, Dave Truax, Sandra Stanton, Norm Feaver, Terry Hehn,
Doug Cole
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Views expressed in any material contained in this newsletter are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the 
Ontario Provincial Police or Friends of The OPP Museum.
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Joseph Edwin Rogers was appointed as the first leader of the OPP 

upon its establishment in 1909 and held that position until 1921.  

This position had the rank of Superintendent until 1921, when the 

senior rank of the OPP was changed to Commissioner.

This is a reproduction of a letter Superintendent Rogers sent  

to all Detachment Commanders just prior to Christmas 1914,  

100 years ago. You will note that his wish for “peace among  

the nations” would not be realized for several years.


