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Annual General Meeting – Wednesday, May 16, 2018 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Friends of The OPP Museum held in the Sam 

Browne Room of Kelsey’s Restaurant, 405 Memorial Avenue, Orillia, Ontario, on Wednesday, 

May 16, 2018 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Chair of the Meeting and Secretary 

Inspector Melissa Barron of the Corporate Communications and Strategy Management Bureau 

chaired the meeting; Judi Armstrong, Secretary, Friends of The OPP Museum recorded the 

minutes. 

 

In Attendance: 
 

Board Executive Board of Directors 

Matt Eade (President) Angie Stirk 

Judi Armstrong (Secretary) Kevin Osborne 

Ted McCollum (Treasurer) Thom Cull 

Dave Osborne (Past President)  
 

Also Present: 

 

Jennifer Bennett (Friends - Executive Assistant) (M) 

Brad McCallum (Superintendent) (M) 

Chris Johnstone (OPP Museum Curator; Honorary Director) (M) 

Ellen Blaubergs (M) Len Aitchison (M) 

Jack Etherington (M) Navjot Malhi (M) 

Ron Allen (M) Bob Arbour (M) 

Sharon Allen (G) Liz Arbour (G) 

Peter McGuinness (M) Sherri deGroot (M) 

Dave Jacobsen (M) Peggy Onlock (M) 

Karin Taylor (G) Sherri deGroot (M) 

Melissa Barron Gerry Dowd (M) 

Doug Cole (M) Eric Hatfield(M) 
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Regrets 

• Commissioner J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes 

• Nancy Merriman 

• Lisa Darling 

 

Call to Order 

Meeting chair Melissa Barron called the meeting to order. She thanked everyone for coming and 

welcomed all Friends members, supporters and guests. She then introduced Superintendent 

Brad McCollum, representing Commissioner Vince Hawkes. 

 

Superintendent McCallum’s Remarks 

Superintendent McCallum conveyed Commissioner Hawkes’ regrets that he was unable to 

attend the AGM. Superintendent McCallum added some personal reminiscences about past 

involvement with Friends during fundraising and outreach events. He also noted how the OPP, 

and by extension, The OPP Museum, is breaking down boundaries and how linking the past 

and future has been effective in this area. 

 

President’s Report 

President Matt Eade presented an overview of Friends’ 2017 activities. Highlights included: the 

Toronto Auto Show, where Friends received lots of exposure in a corner lot with lots of traffic; 

participation at the Toronto International Motorcycle Show in February, attendance at 32 

different outreach events across the province and the distribution of outreach materials at 21 

locations volunteers were unable to attend personally. Lots of requests were received for tours 

of General Headquarters. The 2017 Heritage Award was presented to retired Chief 

Superintendent Kate Lines for her engaging biography. In November, on behalf of Friends, Matt 

proudly accepted a Canada 150 medal from Senator and former OPP Commissioner Gwen 

Boniface in recognition of Friends’ contribution to the community. 

 

Fundraising 

Director Angie Stirk spoke about Friends’ 2017 fundraising results. Among the seven 

fundraisers held in 2017 was a silent auction held in conjunction with Family Day, Payday 

Sundae, the Commissioned Officers Association Golf Tournament, Card Sale & Raffle, Bake 

and Gift Sale and the Pedal for the Past and its 50/50 draw. 

 

The Pedal for the Past, which has been the main fundraising event for Friends for many years, 

netted less than $20,000 of the nearly $29,000 raised in 2017. This has resulted in a decision to 

take a different approach to fundraising in 2018, scheduling more but smaller events, including 

some that were tried out in 2017 like the silent auction and the Payday Sundae fundraiser. 
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With the end of Pedal for the Past, the 50/50 draw is now going to be held in conjunction with 

the Commissioned Officers Golf Tournament at Bear Creek Golf Course in September. 

 

Director Thom Cull explained the “Catch the Ace” fundraiser that is proposed for 2018. Other 

fundraisers proposed for 2018 are Paint Night with a Christmas/Holiday Theme; Survivalist 

Training, Self Defense and Chocolate Bar Fundraisers. 

 

Financial and Administration 

Past President Dave Osborne noted the funds raised in the Fundraising Report as well as funds 

raised from Outreach initiatives, donations made as a result of Museum tours and other large 

donations. 

 

Communications and Editorial 

The newsletter has not been timely, so it is proposed that three issues be produced annually 

rather than four and increase electronic production. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Matt Eade and seconded Len Aitchison that the newsletter be 

produced only three issues a year rather than the current four. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 

Adoption of Previous AGM Minutes 

Minutes of the AGM held on May 17, 2017, were prepared by Jennifer Bennett and presented 

by Secretary Judi Armstrong and were also circulated in the 2017 Annual Report package prior 

to the meeting to all members present. 

 

MOTION:  It was moved by Judi Armstrong and seconded by Ted McCollum that the Minutes of 

the AGM held on May 17, 2017 be adopted as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report and Reviewed Financial Statements 

Treasurer Ted McCollum presented the reviewed Financial Statements of Friends of The OPP 

Museum for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2017. These statements were included in the 

2017 Annual Report package distributed to all present prior to the meeting.



Friends of The OPP Museum 
 

 

Ted McCollum reviewed the report from Hehn Trickey Professional Corporation. Based on their 

review, nothing had come to their attention that causes them to believe that the financial 

statements do not present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Friends of The 

OPP Museum as of December 31, 2017. 

 

Ted McCollum noted that there had been a drop-in revenue from supporters and membership 

and that it was tough to grow membership. However, $10,000 in sales from 2018 canine 

calendar and $2,000 from Commissioned Officers Association Golf Tournament have already 

been received this year. 

 

MOTION:  It was moved by Ted McCollum and seconded by Len Aitchison that the Financial 

Statements be adopted as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION:  It was moved by Ted McCollum and seconded by Ellen Blaubergs that Hehn Trickey 

Professional Accountants be appointed to conduct the review of the Friends of The OPP 

Museum Financial Statements for the year ended December 31, 2018. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 

Nominations Committee Report 

Report as circulated. 

 

The report of the Nominating Committee had been presented to the Secretary prior to the 

meeting as required by the bylaws. It was also distributed prior to the meeting. The terms of two 

Board members are set to expire in 2018 – Treasurer Ted McCollum, Past President and 

Director Kevin Osborne. In addition, the position of Vice President remains vacant. The term 

expiry for this position is May 2019. Also, during the past year the board filled one vacancy by 

appointing Judi Armstrong to the board, so this position needs to stand for election, with the 

expiry of this role in May 2020. In addition, Director Ian Michel will step down from the board 

after one year to make room for a more operational member. 

 

In summary, five positions are subject to election. Treasurer Ted McCollum has indicated he will 

stand for re-election. Director Kevin Osborne will step down from the Board but will remain a 

member and volunteer to remain as Friends’ Information Technology consultant and 

webmaster. Judi Armstrong was appointed to the Board with the understanding her position 

would be open for election at the 2018 Annual General Meeting. During the past year, Jack 

Etherington resigned from the Board, though he remains a member and volunteer, so this 

position needs to be filled. 
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In accordance with our bylaws, the Nominating Committee has reported to the Secretary that 

members Ted McCollum and Judi Armstrong have indicated that they will stand for election. 

 

The Nominating Committee search identified members Sherri de Groot, Eric Hatfield and Peter 

McGuinness as having an interest and willingness to stand for election. Following three calls for 

additional nominations from the floor, all five members nominated were acclaimed to serve two- 

or three-year terms as to be decided at the next Board meeting. 

 

All candidates were acclaimed. 

 

AGM Adjournment 

Melissa Barron called for a motion to Adjourn the Meeting. 

MOTION:  It was MOVED by Len Aitchison to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m. 

  

 
____________________ 

(President – Matt Eade) 
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